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California Transportation Permits Advisory Council (CTPAC) 
Steering Committee Meeting 

 
Thursday, January 16, 2014 

12:00 pm to 2:00 pm 
California Trucking Association Office 

Sacramento, CA  
 

Meeting Summary 
 

Item #1 – Welcome 

Eric Sauer, California Trucking Association (CTA), welcomed the group and 
introductions were made. 

Eric S. acknowledged the large attendance from the following agencies, California 
Department of Transportation (Caltrans) and the California Highway Patrol (CHP), and 
that more attendance from industry was needed.  Eric S. emphasized the need to keep 
this group going and to work together to resolve issues.  In addition, he shared that 
industry representatives have been conducting meetings in between the CTPAC 
meetings to address new ideas and ways to keep proposals moving forward.  Eric S. 
offered up two ideas that would further the partnership.  First, he shared a new 
feedback form for consideration that would allow permit customers to provide feedback 
in a consistent documented format.  Secondly, he proposed reinstituting the pre-
meeting workgroup that would examine revisions to the Transportation Permit Manual to 
avoid the draw out back and forth process currently being employed. 

Action #1 – Yin-Ping Li, Caltrans, to review the feedback form and provide 
comments to Eric Sauer. 

Action #2 – Eric S. to examine reinstituting the pre-meeting workgroup that would 
examine revisions to the Transportation Permit Manual. 

 

Item #2 – Caltrans Update 

Yin-Ping Li, Chief of the Caltrans, Office of Permits, explained that the Office of Permits 
has two manager vacancies, several permit writers vacancies, a vehicle inspector 
vacancy and that Caltrans is working to fill all of them as quickly as possible.  She also 
stated that the current Business Process Reengineering Project would be completed by 
March 2014.  In addition, she provided an update on the STARS Replacement Phase I 
(RCATS) Project and that a demo of this new system will be provided at the end of the 
meeting.  She explained that the internal users’ testing is in process and the external 
users’ testing, with volunteers from industry, will start during the week of January 20, 
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2014 and continuing for a two week period.  During the external users’ testing phase, 
Yin-Ping requested that the testers prioritize their requests for updates/changes so 
Caltrans can prioritize the use of the limited resources.  She stated that the target date 
for the roll out of RCATS is April 1st to allow users’ transition to the new system prior to 
summer season as opposed to waiting until after summer.  Depending on the external 
testers’ feedback, if April 1 implementation is not feasible, then Caltrans would consider 
delaying the RCATS implementation till late fall to avoid introducing a new system to the 
industry during the peak trucking summer season.   

Dennis Agar, the Chief of Caltrans Division of Traffic Operations, stressed the 
importance of Caltrans’ and CTPAC’s Executive Members participation in this meeting 
and encouraged the continuation of having the industry pre-meet sessions.  Dennis A. 
provided an update on the current fiscal year Governor’s Budget including the $237 
million windfall from the early loan repayment.  The extra funding can then be used for 
pavement work, improvement in Transportation Management System elements, and 
bridge improvements.  He stated that while it doesn’t address the overall need for the 
system, it does provide funding in some key areas.  In terms of the funding for bridge 
improvements, the emphasis will be on addressing bridges with limited vertical 
clearance.  Industry asked about the process for prioritizing the bridge improvements.  
Caltrans responded that the focus will be on pinch points in the system including 
Interstate 80 coming out of the Port of Oakland.  Industry asked what was being done 
about the load deficient bridges.  Caltrans responded that those bridges would be 
included in the process.  However, Caltrans stated that they are rerating several bridges 
based on new methodologies and some are coming up with lower ratings. Rick Hill, 
stated that in previous years, industry was consulted on the specific locations for 
prioritization and requested that industry be consulted again in the process. 

Action #3 – Yin-Ping L. to follow up on the potential for industry participation in 
the prioritization of bridge improvement projects. 

Kris Kuhl, Assistant Division Chief of the Division of Traffic Operations, updated the 
group on the new organization efforts in the Division and that the legal truck size and 
weight program is now part of the Office of Traffic Engineering. 

Action #4 – Yin-Ping L. to invite the new staff from the legal truck size and weight 
program to the next Sacramento meeting for introductions. 

Item #3 – Public Comment 

Rick Hill requested that the CTPAC Meeting Agenda be posted to the Caltrans’ website 
two weeks in advance to allow attendees’ preparation for the meeting.  Eric S. 
responded that it was the goal for each meeting to have it posted one month in advance 
but the winter holidays and staff availability impacted the timely notification of this 
specific meeting.  In addition, he reminded all attendees to submit any ideas or issues in 
advance for consideration. 
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Item #4 – Action Item Review 

Rob Stinger, Caltrans District 2, updated the committee on the access concerns to 
Northern California as addressed in a previous CTPAC meeting.  Rob S. made a 
presentation (attached) to the committee on the State Route 299 and State Route 36 
improvements.  Lorin Sabin, CTA, asked about the other routes of concern that were 
identified by Sgt. Boyes, CHP, in the previous meeting.  Rob S. responded that this is 
simply an update and that more information will be forthcoming on the additional routes.  
Tennille Haberman, Caltrans, stated that, in addition to the specific improvement 
projects, coordination among the construction projects’ schedule was also a key to 
provide better access to Northern California. 

Action #5 – Eric S. to follow up with the original group that was convened in Fall 
2013 to address this issues to ensure that all routes were being addressed. 

Curt Weeks, and Lorin S. questioned Rob S. on how steerable rear axles were handled 
in the analysis.  There was considerable discussion on how to handle the analysis. 

Action #6 – Curt W. to follow up with Rob S. on a possible analysis methodology 
for a steerable rear axle. 

Action #7 – Ken Roberts, CHP, requested that all future route designation 
discussions be conducted through him and his office in Sacramento. 

 

Actions From Previous Meeting 

Caltrans will look into issuing log numbers to track permit requests. Caltrans is 
requesting that Industry provide e-mail addresses on their permit requests.  If 
there is a new policy change, Eric and Greg will let the Industry know of this 
change. 

Kris K. responded that Caltrans doesn’t have the capability to issue log numbers at this 
time but may be possible with future system improvements.  Eric S. stated that the 
proposed feedback form addresses the other items. 

 

Greg Dineen and Kien Le will discuss overweight corridor issues further offline.  
Additionally, Greg Dineen, Eric Sauer, and Marcel Van Dijik will have a meeting 
with companies in the Overweight Corridor, localities writing the permits in the 
Overweight Corridor, and the Ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach. 
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Greg Dineen (Greg Dineen and Associates) stated that this item should be carried 
forward to next meeting as an action item. 

Action #8 – Greg D.and Kien Le, Caltrans, will discuss overweight corridor issues 
further offline. 

Action #9 – Greg D., Eric S., and Marcel Van Dijik will have a meeting with 
companies in the Overweight Corridor, localities writing the permits in the 
Overweight Corridor, and the Ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach. 

 

Item #5 – Crane Workgroup 

Action #10 – Greg D. to follow up on number of tires required per axle for the 
60,000 lbs tridem group for an 8 foot wide 4 axle truck crane with boom. 

 

Item #6 – Annuals Workgroup 

Nothing to report. 

 

Item #7 – Variance Workgroup 

Leon Franks, CTA, stated that the at grade crossing issue between a state highway and 
a state highway had been resolved but the county road crossing a state highway issue 
was still in process. 

 

Item #8 – Fixed Loads & Tow Trucks Workgroup 

Greg D. stated that the use of wide based tires had been approved.  He further stated 
that he had hoped for more representation from the tow truck group such that they could 
break out as their own workgroup. 

Action #11 – Greg D. to outreach to the tow truck group for attendance at future 
meetings. 

 

Item #9 – Status of Development of Transportation Permit Manual 

Kien L. stated that Bob Shepard had stepped down as the chair of the committee and 
that Bobby Weyers and Lorin Sabin are now the co-chairs.  In addition, he shared that 
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Chapter 1 and 3 had been shared with industry for review and comment but no due 
dates had been established. 

 

Action #12 – Bobby Weyers and Lorin Sabin to give review due dates for Chapter 
1 and 3 to Kien L. 

Greg D. informed the group that a proposal for the compliance program in Chapter 7 will 
be forthcoming from industry. 

 

Item #11 – New Business and New Proposals 

None 

 

Item #12 – RCATS Demonstration 

Caltrans staff conducted a live demonstration of RCATS with informal Q&A session. 

 

Item #13 – Adjourn 

Action #13 – Eric S. to identify the date, time and location of the next meeting. 


