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UNITeD BTA-r.e DB,ARTIWIENT D~ COMMERCE 
NaC1onaJ Oeea"lo and Avnoaptwrlc Aclmlnle~roa~on 
NATIONAL MAI=IINE RSl-IERIES SER\1\CE 
s~ Spme, Me~l!t\d 20910 j-'

;;: 

Mr. Jeffrey A. Lindley 
Division Administrator 
Federal Highway Administration, 

California Division 
u.s. Depar~ment of Transportation 
980 Ninth Street, Suite 400 
Sacramento, California 95914-27240 

Dear Mr. Lindley: 

Enclosed is an Incidental Harassment Authoriza'tion (IHA) 
issued co the Federal Highway Adminietrat~on, on Dehalf of the 
California Deparcment of Transportation, under the authority of 
Section ~o~(a) (S) (D) of the Marine Mammal Protection Act (16 
u.s.c. l36l ~ ~.), to take small numbers of marine mammals by 
harassment incidental to conducting a pile installation 
demonscration project at the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge, 
San Francisco Bay, CA. 

You are required to comply with the conditions contained in this 
Authorization. In addition, you must cooperate ~ith any Federal, 
State or local agency monitoring the impacts of yQur activities. 
The IHA requires monitoring the presence of marine mammals, 
mit:.igat:iog adverse impacts to the lowest level practicable, and 
repo:c:ing any behavioral modif·ications resulting from your 
activity as observed by qualified individuals. 

If you have any questiong concerning the Auch0rizat1on or its 
requirements, please contacc Christina Fahy, Southwest Regional 
Office, National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) at 562-980•4023~ 
o~ Kenneth Hollingshead, Office of Protected Resources, NMFS at 
(301) 7~3-2055, exc 128. 

-
Prot~C:ted Resources 

Enclosure 

•
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
NATIONAL OCEANlC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION 

NATIONAL MARINE FISHERI~S SERVICE 

Incidental Harassment: Authorization 
.. 

The Federal Highway Adminietration is he:reby authori.zed under 
seccion ~Ol(a) (5) (D) of the Marine Mammal Procection Act (~6 
u.s.c. l37l(a) (5) (D); MMPA) to incidentally harass a small number 
of seals and sea lions in the course of conducting a pile 
installation demonstration project (PIDP) at the San Francisco
Oakland Bay Bridge 1 San Francisco Bay, CA contingent upon the 
following conditions: · 

1. This Authorization is valid from May 23, 2000, until 
May 23, 2001. 

2. This Aut:ho:rizat:_ion ia valid only for activities 
associated with ehe pile installation dernonatratioo project. 

3. (a). The taking, by incidental harassmenc only. is 
limited to the species listed under condition 3(b) below. The 
taking by death of these species. or the taking by harassment, 
injury or death of any other species of marine mammal, is 
prohibiced and may re~ulc in the modification, suspension or 
revocation of this Authorization. 

(b) . The epeciea authorized for incidental harassmen~ 
takings are: Pacific harbor seale (Phoca vitulina) and California 
sea lions (Zalopbus caliEor.oiaous) . 

', 

(c) . The ~aking of any marine mammal in a manner 
prohibited under this Authorization must be reported within 46 
hours of the taking to the Southwest Regional Administrator or 
his representative at the National Marine Fisheries Service, 
telephone (5~2) 980-4023. 

4. The California Department of Transportation is required 
to cooperate with the National Marine Fisheries Service and any 
other Federal. state or local agency monitoring the impacts of 
the activity on marine mammals. The holder must notify Chriscina 
Fahy at the Southwest Regional Of£ice, National Marin~Fisheries 
service, (562-980-4023), at least 48 hours prior to-beginning the 
designated activity. 
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.. .-~5. Mitigation. ~-~ 

(a) . The California Department of Transportation will 
escablish a safety zone around each of the pile driving sites. 
The safety zone is intended to include all areas where the 
underwater sound pressure levels are anticipated to equal or 
exceed 190 dB re l ~Pa~. Prior to, and until the 190 dB re 1 
~Pa~ safety zone can be determined through measuring the sound 
pressure level from each hammer, a soo-meter (~,640 ft) Gafety· 
zone'shall be established. Once sound pressure levels have been 
recorded to determine where this radius should be established, 
~he appropria~e safety zone for 190 dB re 1 ~Pa~ can be 
utilized. 

(b) . The California Department of Transportation will 
establish a safecy zone around the harbor seal haulout site at 
Yerba B~ena Island as illustrated in Figure 1. Except in an 
emergency situation, the California Oepartmen~ of.~ransportation, 
its employees and contractors, or vessels must not enter thi~ 
safety zone. In addition, ~ha California Depa~ment of 
Transportation. its employees and con~rac~ors, or vess@ls must 
not approach the Yerba Buena leland haulout closer than 300 fc 
(91 meters} when outside the boundaries of the designated safety 
zone described herein. 

(c) . Before pile driving of a pile eeg~ent begins, 
NMFS-approved observers on boa~s muet survey the PIDP safety zone 
to ensure that no marine mammals are seen within the designated 
zone. If marine mammals are found wi~hin the safety zone. pile 
driving of che segmen~ will be delayed until they rnove out of the 
area or until the Southwest Regional Administrator authorizes the 
intentional harassment of individual animals under section 109(h) 
(1) (A) of the MMPA. If a marine m~al enters the safe~y zone 
after pile driving of a segment has commenced, hammering may 
continue unabated and marine mammal observers will monitor and 
record their numbers and behavior. 

(d) . Pile driving must not commence unless the safety 
zone can be monitored for a minimum of lS minuces immediately 
prior to the start-up of the pile driving episode. 

6 . Monitoring. 

(a) . Biological monitoring of the PIDP aceivities on 
harbor seals and California sea lions will be conduet~d by a 
minimum of three biological observers, approved in ~dvanee by che 
Nacional Marine Fisheries Service, during all active pile driving 
periods. Monicoring will begin a ~inimum of 30 minu~es prior co 
initiation of each pile driving episode. 
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(b) . The California Deparcmen~ of Transportation will 
ensure that the biological moni~ors will conduot observations of 
seal behavior at the Yerba Buena Island har~or seal haul-out and 
collect data as described in paragraph 6(d) .· 

(c) . The california Department of Transportacion ~ill 
ensure 1 that, to the greatest extent practicable, at least SO 
percent of all pile driving episodes will he performed during 
daylight hours. All restriking of the piles (5 episodes) must be 
conduc~ed during daylight hours. 

{d) . The following data will be recoraed: (l) number of 
harbor seals and ocher marine mammals on site; (2) date and time 
of observacion(s); t3) tidal height; (4) number of adults, 
suhadults, and pups; (5) number of individuals with red pelage; 
(6) number of females and males; (7) number of molting seals; and 
(8) details of any observed disturbances. Concurrently, the 
monitor(s) will record general P!DP activity, location, duration, 
and escimated noise levels. 

7, Activities related to the monitoring described in this 
Authorization do not require a separate scian~ific research 
permit issued under section 104 of ~he Marine Mammal Protection 
Act. 

8 . Reporting. 

(a) . The California Department of Transportation will 
provide daily reports to the Southwest Regional Administrator, 
National Marine Fisheries Service, SOl Wesc Ocean Boulevard. 
Suite 4200 1 Long Beach, CA 90802. The daily report will include 
species and numbers of marine mammals ·observed, time and loca~ion 
of observation, and behavior. In addition the dailY report will 
include an estimate of the number of Pacific harbor seals and 
California sea lions that may have be~ harassed as a result of 
the pile driving activities. 

(b) . The california Department of Transportation will 
provide the Southwest Regional Administrator with the initial 
sound pressure level measurements taken to es~imate the ~90 dB re 
l ~Pa~ concour and the final safety-zone radii that are 
established. 

(c) . A draf~ final report must be submitted to the 
Southwest Regional Administrator wi~hin 120 days of-completion of 
the Pile Installation Demonstration Project. This report wil~ 
provide in detail the monitoring protocol. a summary of the data 
recorded during monitoring, an estimate of the numbers of marine 
mammals that may have been harassed due co pile driving, and 
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conclusions drawn frotn measurements with and wit::hout: t:he. ;~ 

~ 

attenuation measures. The draf~·final report ~ill also provide a 
description of observed or possible relationships between the 
PIDl? activities and harbor seal behavior patt.erns at the Yer.ba. 
Buena Island haulout. · '" 

(d) . A final report must be submitted to the South~est 
Regional Administrator ~ithin 30 days after receiving comments 
from the Regional Adminis~rator on the draft final report. If no 
comments are received from the Sou~hwest Regional Admini5trator, 
the draft final report will be considered to be ~he final report. 

s. A copy ot this Authori2ation muat be in the possession 
of each observer or group operating under the authority of this 
Incidental Harassment Authorization. 

HAY 2 3 20CG 

Date 

Resources 

.. 
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