
 

  

  

   

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
   

CELSOC/Division of Engineering Services 

Structures Liaison Committee 


MEETING MINUTES 


DATE:	 March 28, 2008 

TIME:	 10:00 am – 12:00 am 

LOCATION:	 Caltrans District 12 
Sand Canyon Maintenance Station 

   6641 Marine Way 
   Irvine, CA 92618 

MINUTES: 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

SELF INTRODUCTIONS 

A. 	 Review Purpose of Committee for new attendees 
B. 	 Distribute meeting minutes of December 14, 2007  

II. REPORTS ON TECHNICAL TOPICS 

A. 	 ADSC CIDH Pile Workshop Review (Jim Davis – by phone):   

Caltrans plans to have meetings with Contractors to solicit their input on constructability 
issues for drilled shafts.  First meeting took place on March 13, 2008.  Meeting was 
productive and Caltrans plans to meet on a quarterly basis. Walt and Mark suggested 
sharing meeting information with the consultant industry.  After discussion it was 
recommended to post presentation material on the Caltrans website.  CELSOC will 
organize workshop in the future if it deems necessary. 

Action Item: Jim Davis/Earl Seaberg will initiate posting the ADSC CIDH Pile 
Workshop presentation material on the Caltrans website. 
Jim also reported that Caltrans is the process updating the Fault Map and it is 
anticipated the new map will be ready by July 1, 2008. It appears that in some areas the 
deterministic and probabilistic ground motions will be going down. Implementation 
target date is October, 2008. 

B. 	Access to As-Built Plans, Bridge Inspection Reports and Geotechnical Data in CT 
Sacramento (Rob Stott): 
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Rob Stott stated that the procedure in obtaining this information as presented in the last 
meeting was not correct.  The procedure presented in the last meeting is for a 
Contractor, not consultants.   

Action Item: Rob and Barton Newton will have a meeting on April 7, 2008 to 
further discuss this issue for accessing bridge information. 

C. Caltrans DES Review Comments Form (Earl Seaberg, Walt LaFranchi) 

Walt suggested that the review comments from Caltrans’ various functional units should 
have a uniform electronic format because it is easier for Caltrans to compile and track 
comments into one file possibly, easier for Consultants to respond to, and easier for 
project filing purposes.  

Action Item: CELSOC provided example comment forms to Caltrans.  Caltrans 
will put a team together to look into this issue. 

D. Expansive Soil Exclusion Zone (Rob Stott, Jim Davis, Mark Reno) 

Caltrans concludes that the current detail for the Low Expansive Soil Exclusion Zone is 
confusing. Caltrans suggested this issue should be reviewed and recommended by 
design geotechnical engineer on project-by-project basis.  Caltrans will develop a new 
design criteria added to the guideline for preparing foundation reports. Caltrans may 
clarify or delete this detail. 

Action Item: Caltrans will study this expansive soil exclusion detail issue some 
more and prepare a formal response. 

E. 	Barrier Impact Loading on Retaining Walls and Wingwalls (Rob Stott, Earl Seaberg, Po 
Chen) 

MTD 22-1, page 10, paragraph C states that the walls and foundations for most 
Standard Plan Walls are OK for the traffic impact load transmitted from the barrier.  If 
the traffic impact load is now 54K, what assumptions were made by Caltrans on how 
this load is distributed down through the wall and foundation (in particular if the impact 
occurs at the end of the wall/barrier?  Also, regarding Figure 4 of page 10 in the same 
Memo, please confirm that the units are OK (95.8 k/ft2 vs. 95.8 k Pa). 

Caltrans will look into this issue regarding barrier impact loads on walls. 
Caltrans will revise MTD22-1. 

F. 	 Prestressed General Zone Reinforcement (Kevin Thompson, Earl Seaberg) 

Does Caltrans have a preferred method of designing the Prestressing General Zone 
Reinforcement? Could Caltrans provide any example calculations and details? 

Action Item: Caltrans to investigate and report a response. 
G. Live Load Requirements for Pedestrian Bridge Structures (Earl Seaberg, Po Chen):   

Susan Hida of Caltrans has stated that pedestrian bridges designed for Caltrans should 
follow the main AASHTO LRFD Specifications with Caltrans Amendments and that a 
live load reduction should not be allowed. 
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CELSOC stated that not allowing live load reduction will affect long span pedestrian 
design. 

Action Item: Kevin will bring this issue regarding long span pedestrian bridge to 
Caltrans Load Committee to do further investigation. 

H. Seismic Design of Utility Openings in bridges (Earl Seaberg, Rob Stott, Jim Frost) 

Large utility opening at bent cap will affect the integrity of the performance of the 
structure. Also, need more design guidelines for design seismic joints for utilities in 
bridges. 

Action Item:  Rob Stott suggested taking this issue to the Earthquake Committee 
of Caltrans to look into this issue.  Caltrans will look into this and report at the 
next meeting. 

I. Concrete Barrier for Retaining Soil (Rob Stott, Earl Seaberg, Chandu Shenoy)) 

Caltrans stated that Concrete Barrier Type 25B as shown on Standard Plan can retain 2 
feet of soil in the back. 

Action Item: None. Item resolved. 
J. 	 Revised or Interim Memos-to-Designer, Design Aids and Details (Earl Seaberg, Rob 

Stott and Mark Reno) 

How can consultant industry share the information regarding Caltrans Interim Memo to 
update MTD, BDA and BDD in their early stages? 

Caltrans indicated that this will be a cooperative effort.  Caltrans will try to post the 
progress and information regarding the revision of seismic mapping on Caltrans website 
as a test project.  Jim Davis does not have mechanism to post the information on 
Caltrans website. 

Action Item: Earl and Jim will work on the posting issue of design information in 
its early development stages. 

K. 	 MSE Wall Connection/Anchorage: 

Action Item: Steve T. volunteered to write up issue proposal regarding MSE 
retaining wall connection/anchorage safety due to corrosion effects, etc. 

III. UPDATES 

A. 	 CELSOC Update: 

1. Invoicing on Caltrans Contracts:  No update. 

2. Technical workshops? (Specs, CIDH Piles, etc.) 

Caltrans just had an in-house Specification Workshop for intermediate level. 
Caltrans does not have any other spec workshop planned in the near future.   
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Rob Stott indicated that the specifications are under major overhaul right now 
and expects the new specifications will be done at the end of 2010. 

There have been are requests on the consultant side for Specification 
Workshops. It was concluded that CELSOC will take the lead and sponsor the 
workshop program with the input from Caltrans, especially the comments 
assembled from Caltrans specification reviewers. 

Action Item: Bring this issue to CELSOC Statewide Committee. 
B. 	 Project Development Oversight/Update (Earl Seaberg): 

1. 	 Consultant shall pay attention to the schedule of all CMIA projects.  There 
are a couple projects that were not delivered on schedule. 

2. 	 Caltrans put a technical committee together to review statewide steel truss 
bridges because of the Minnesota bridge incident. 

3. 	 For emergency response issue, Caltrans has a Seismic Advisory Board to 
develop a program and to present to State Legislators.  

C. DES Update (Kevin Thompson):  

1. 	 Caltrans is underway with its task to fully implement LRFD.  The tasks include 
updating all MTD, BDA and BDD. 

2. 	 Caltrans is updating the hazardous mapping. 

D. Contracting Opportunities (Vong Toan, Jim Davis, other) 

1. 	 $43M out of the $70M contracting out budget has been spent through 
February 2008. $72M budget is projected for next fiscal year, 263 PYEs. 

2. 	 Building and Bridge PS&E contracts are listed in the Caltrans Look Ahead 
Report. 

E. 	 Statewide Meeting Report: No update 

F. 	 Kevin suggested adding in Emergency Response item back into agenda. 

IV. NEXT MEETINGS 

Upcoming meetings include: 


June 27, 2008 (Sacramento) 


September 26, 2008 (Fresno, District 10) 


December 12, 2008 (Sacramento) 
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ATTENDEES 

Caltrans  
NAME EMAIL 
Rob Stott 
Earl Seaberg 
Jim Davis 
Kevin Thompson 
Vong Toan 
Jerry De Santos 
John Stayton 

R_Stott@dot.ca.gov 
Earl_Seaberg@dot.ca.gov 
James_Davis@dot.ca.gov 
Kevin_Thompson@dot.ca.gov 
Vong_Toan@dot.ca.gov 
G_DE_Santos@dot.Ca.Gov 
John_Stayton@dot.Ca.Gov 

CELSOC
 
NAME EMAIL 

Walt LaFranchi Walt_LaFranchi@urscorp.com 
Wei Koo Wkoo@Wkoo.com 
Po Chen Pchen@markthomas.com 
Mark Ashley Mashley@tylin.com 

NAME EMAIL 

Y. Nien Wang 
Chandu Shenoy 
Jim Frost 
Jay Holombo 
Mark Reno 
Jack Abcarius 
Mike Jones 
Paul Young 
Darab Bouzarjomehri 
Steven Tayanipour 

Ywang@hntb.com 
Chandu.shenoy@nolte.com 
jfrost@simonwongeng.com 
jholombo@pbsj.com 
Markr@quincyeng.com 
Jack.Abcarius@Nolte.com 
Mjones@hntb.com 
Pyoung@rbf.com 
Darab.Bouzarjomehri@nolte.com 
stayanipour@huitt-zollars.com 
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