
 

  

  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

CELSOC/Division of Engineering Services 

Structures Liaison Committee 


MEETING MINUTES 


DATE:	 September 28, 2007 

TIME:	  10:00 am 

LOCATION:	 Caltrans District 04 
   111 Grand Avenue, Parkview Room, Room 15-700 
   Oakland, CA 94612 

MINUTES: 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

Earl gave a brief introduction of the history and achievements of this committee to the 
guests from Bay Area. 

A. REVIEW OF JUNE 22, 2007 MEETING MINUTES AND PAST ACTION ITEMS 

No comments on Minutes of June 22, 2007 Meeting.  

Date of 
Action Item 

Action Items Tracking 
Status 

8/25/2006 Bridge As-Built Plans, Bridge Inspection Reports, 
and Geotechnical Data: Jim Davis to lead 
subcommittee. See Section II-4 below. 

In 
progress 

9/28/2007 Invoicing: Subcommittee of Tony, Vong, Mark and 
Walt to investigate means for consultants to speed up 
invoicing. See Section III-E below. 

New 

B. COMMITTEE CHARTER DISTRIBUTED 

II. REPORTS ON TECHNICAL TOPICS 

1. 	 Combining Road and Bridge Special Provisions:  Conference call was held 
between Walt, Mike Keever and John Stayton. It was decided to take it to the 
statewide committee. Statewide committee is now working on the issue.  Mark Leja 
wants to take the issue to the state design committee board. It was agreed that the 
CELSOC structure committee members prefer keeping separate road and bridge 
SSP files separate until the end of the project, similar to how Caltrans performs this 
process. 
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2. 	 Cost Management System (CMS): CMS is being used by District 11 and SANDAG 
on TransNet Program. 

Bart Desai made a demonstration of the Cost Management System and highlighted 
some of the key benefits: 

• 	 Designed for SANDAG and District 11 using Transnet system. 

• 	 Old system did not track the history of changes on longer projects. 

• 	 CMS is Linked to CT bid database. 

• 	 Estimate can be compared to district or statewide bid information. 

• 	 Built in QA/QC approval process to track changes in estimate. 

• 	 System produces unit costs based on query. 

• 	 User can override the unit cost or modify query if desired. 

• 	 Can search for bid items or add custom bid items. 

• 	 Risk factor can be added for each item to increase the unit cost based 
on associated risk for that item. 

• 	 Contingency factor will consider the risk factors input to determine 
contingency percentage. 

• 	 Includes structure items. 

• 	 Once saved, the estimate can be sent to CT specialist for review of 
specialty items and a record will be kept of the distribution. 

• 	 Starting to look at creating a cost index for District 11 similar to the 
statewide cost index. 

• 	 Construction cost data in input into the software about every 2 weeks. 

• 	 CMS version 2 expected in 6-9 months. 

• 	 When asked if CMS would be made available for others to use, Bart 
stated that he has demonstrated the program to other Districts so they 
are aware of it. 

For more information contact: 

• 	 Bart Desai/HNTB (619) 515-1176 

• 	 Alan Kosup/Caltrans District 11 (619) 688-3611 

• 	 Richard Chavez/SANDAG (619) 699-6989 

3. Retaining Wall Drafting Format: Kevin stated that the Plans Preparation Manual 
is under revision (draft version was distributed). Statewide Design Management 
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Board under Mark Leja will need to review.  Earl stated that structure elements not 
covered by Plans Preparation Manual will be in Bridge Design Details and Bridge 
Design Aids and these will be revised as well.  It is also being considered to 
separate out retaining wall plans similar to how structure plans are handled. 

4. 	 Access to As-Built Plans, Bridge Inspection Reports and Geotechnical Data in 
CT Sacramento:  Jim stated that there is commitment to allow 
consultant/contractor access to as-builts and other information from Sacramento. 
But there is a bigger issue of distribution of the various items, formats and locations 
of distribution. Various items are handled differently now.  More information is 
expected by the next meeting. 

5. 	 CT Bridge Software: Rob gave a review of the CT Bridge status: 

• 	 CT Bridge replaces BDS for frame analysis and design 

• 	 3rd Edition AASHTO LRFD w/ CT Amendments v. 0.04 

• 	 LFD and LRFD 

• 	 Metric and English 

• 	 Windows XP 

• 	 Evaluation copy available Oct. 1 for $100. 6 seat license good for 30 
days. No support. 

• 	 Production Copy available Oct. 15: $2500/copy for first two licenses, 
$2000 for additional licenses.  No support to be provided. 

• 	 No network license available 

• 	 Future updates and upgrades for additional fees 

• 	 May be support or training in the future but no plans now. 

III. UPDATES 

A. 	 CELSOC: Mark noted that some local agencies are trying to work around SB 
573 Liability Indemnification requirements and described an anecdotal case for 
1090 conflict of interest claim on a project - potential for conflict with having 
design engineers doing both preliminary (PAED) and final (PS&E) tasks. 

B. 	 Project Development Oversight: Earl announced two new liaison engineers; 
Overcomer Hor for District 04 (taking over San Mateo, Alameda and Contra 
Costa counties from Emil Vergara) and Richard Hartzell for District 07. 

C. 	DES: Kevin: Attended the Western Bridge Seminar in Boise with an attendance 
of 550 people.  CT will host in 2009 and will hold it in the Sacramento area. 

Dolores: Falsework Forum to be held on October 15th. 

D. 	Contracting Opportunities: Vong said there is a CT mandate for staff to take 
security training and will be required for private parties who have access to CT 
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database. No new contracts forthcoming soon but will be some at the end of 
the fiscal year, possibly geotechnical contracts.  No update on DES contracts 
because a budget is not available yet. Still carrying over invoices from the last 
fiscal year which will affect future spending.  Tony said the direction has been 
given to shift upcoming contracts away from on-call and instead focus on 
specific projects 

E. 	 Statewide Meeting Report: Tom reported that a pilot program is underway with 
CT acting as the lead agency on NEPA. Another program will be to change the 
threshold of the encroachment permit requirement from $1M to $3M on July 1, 
2008. DPAC is recommending Districts improve reporting to help with the Look 
Ahead report. Looking at shortening advertising phase to 15 days to meet 60 
day requirement. Guidelines to come out that will help DPAC meet the 60 day 
requirement. Tony: Investigation of invoice time determined that no changes 
were warranted. Suggestion was made to form a subcommittee  

G.	 Update Distribution List: No changes recommended. 

H. 	Other: Kevin: The AASHTO ballot for LRFD seismic bridge design 
specifications passed at the annual meeting in July, 2007. The ballot consisted 
of two parts: The first part involved a new guide spec which is mostly based on 
Caltrans SDC, and the second part which are proposed revisions to the current 
AASHTO LRFD Bridge Design Specifications (former Division 1A - LFD) with 
updated new seismic hazard maps. Both will use the 1000 year maps. Also, a 
resolution was passed to add a new section for tunnels to the LRFD Bridge 
Design Specifications. 

Caltrans’ internal technical committee for concrete is reviewing the use of 
adhesive anchors, based on recommendations from the National Transportation 
Safety Board (NTSB). 

Rob: Tuolumne River Bridge to be named after Jim Roberts.  Dedication on Oct. 
18th at Vista Point from 10am to 12pm.   

Earl: Prop 1B, CMIA Rte 99 bridges will come online on Oct 15.  Local seismic 
safety will come online soon. There will be a significant number of BART 
bridges within District 04.  CTC is watching these projects closely.  Need 
projects for HBP because funding is dependent on the need. 

IV. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

1. 	Kevin: Has been asked to report on ability to respond to recommendations 
made in the Seismic Advisory Board publication Race to Seismic Safety 
Program. One of the recommendations involves “Emergency Response”. In 
order for the Department to fully respond, which includes consultant resources, 
we should schedule a brainstorm session on how best to engage consultants 
in recovery efforts after a seismic event. 

2. 	Ernest Ezeoha: Suggested looking into reassessment of the District 59 
requirement for certain projects to have a licensed PE to act as PM. 
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3. 	Jim: Suggested discussing the Implementation of LRFD for substructures as 
well as having discussion and feedback on LRFD in general.   

VII. NEXT MEETINGS 

Upcoming meetings include December 14 (Sacramento) and March 28, 2008 (District 
12). 
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ATTENDEES 

Caltrans 
NAME EMAIL 
Tony Marquez 
Rob Stott 
Earl Seaberg
Jim Davis 
Kevin Thompson 
Trinity Nguyen
Sam Akka 
Harlan Woo 
Vong Toan 
Dolores Valls 

T Marquez@dot.ca.gov 
R Stott@dot.ca.gov 

 Earl Seaberg@dot.ca.gov 
James Davis@dot.ca.gov 
Kevin Thompson@dot.ca.gov 

 Trinity Nguyen@dot.ca.gov 
Sam Akka@dot.ca.gov 

Vong Toan@dot.ca.gov 
(by telephone) 

CELSOC 

NAME EMAIL NAME EMAIL 

Walt LaFranchi 

Wei Koo 

Tom Walker 

Mark Ashley 

Jay Holombo 

Tom Post 

Bart Desai 

Erik Okada 

Steven Newsom 

Curtis Lindskog 

Chandu Shenoy 

John Collins 

Ramsey Hissen 

Walt_LaFranchi@urscorp.com

wkoo@pbsj.com 

Twalker@markthomas.com 

mashley@tylin.com 

jholombo@pbsj.com 

tpost@ch2m.com 

Badesai@hntb.com 

Eokada@hntb.com 

Swnewsom@mactec.com 

Chandu.shenoy@nolte.com 

John@valicooper.com 

Ramsey_Hissen@urscorp.com 

 Nich Panayoto 

Samina Malak 

Jim Frost 

Rod Iwashita 

Cameron Johnson 

Raewyn Butler 

Jaemin Park 

Ernest Ezeoha 

Grace Sarmiento 

Nahla Awad 

Vic Zikosa 

Debora Bonner 

Nick@hannagrp.com 

Smalak@ecorpconsulting.com 

jfrost@simonwongeng.com 

riwashita@moffattnichol.com 

CJohnson@ecorpconsulting.com 

raewyn@ghirardelliassoc.com 

Jaemin@ghirardelliassoc.com 

eezeoha@harris_assoc.com 

Grace.sarmiento@summitcm.co 
m 

nahlaawad@sbcglobal.net 

vicz@anilverma.com 

Deb@techprose.com 


