
 

Precast Sub-Task Group Meeting Minutes (CT-Industry) 
    Dec. 10, 2015 

Time 9:00 AM to 11:00 AM 
Farmers Market 1, Room 520 

1801 30th Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

 
Precast Subtask Group Members: 

Cliff Ohlwiler – Precast Concrete 
Subtask Group Co-Chair  

Present 

Jim Ma – Precast Concrete Subtask 
Group Co-Chair 

Present 

Doug Mooradian Present 
Russell Tripp  Present 
Arshad Vali Present 
Arturo Chavarria Present 
Jerry Lucenczyn Present (phone) 
Keith Hoffman Present 
Mehdi Parvini Present 
Kirsten Stahl Not Present 
John Lammers Present (phone) 
Jim Cotey Present 
Tinu Mishra Present (phone) 
Tracy Vacura Present 
James Sagar Present  
Paul Fayer Present 
  
Guests:  
Don Reding  Present 
Robert Hogan  Present 
Deborah Wong Present 
Carl Duan Present 

 
1. Welcome 
 
2. Purpose of meeting – Briefing of STG activities by representative of the functional 
unit, garner a general status of milestones, create a forum for discussion and feedback, 
create a list of action items, and review schedule for near-term and for long-term. 
 
3. Co-Chairs went through a round of introductions and presented the purpose of the 
meeting. It was mentioned that the goal of this meeting was to ensure that all members of 
the Precast STG were on the same page in terms of activity milestones and action items. 
It was mentioned that although Caltrans re-organized the RPC, the Precast Sub-Task 
Group will keep the same rosters and the business as usual. It was agreed that Precast 
STG CT-Only meetings will be held in METS Office Building and the Precast STG CT-
Industry meetings will be held in Farmers Market Building. 



 

 
The first topic of agenda was the presentation of “Overview of Caltrans Specifications 
Development” by Caltrans Specifications Development Branch Chief, Don Reding (see 
attachment). During the Question/Answer session, discussion includes the earlier industry 
involvement for the specs draft routing, how Caltrans determines if an issue is major or 
minor and how to set up the specs change priority. Caltrans Committees usually are the 
contact points from industries. A recent project CCO regarding to precast concrete 
temperature control requirement was discussed and it was mentioned that the specs had 
no industry involvement. The answer was this project is a single project CCO and the 
specs is not necessarily routed to industry but Std specs, SSPs are. Also discussion on 
"one voice" procedures in RPC was brought up and the recent changes of RPC will 
integrate the leadership, management, and technical staff so the same engineers who 
manage and develop the DES corporate products for structural concrete have a similar 
role in the RPC. Decision-makers for structural concrete will be better aligned with 
industry and communication will improve.  This alignment should also alleviate the 
concern that industry is not a part of the structural concrete specification development 
process. Development of Structure Specifications, including Section 90, will remain in 
Structure Policy and Innovation (SP&I).  Specification engineers will continue to receive 
primary technical direction from the corresponding Technical Committee or Technical 
Specialist designated as Owner, but input will have been received from the corresponding 
RPC Subtask Group Industry Co-Chair.  
 
Then, the meeting moved on to the discussion of current status of the “Precast Pavement 
– Enhanced Jobsite Quality” scoping document.  Mr. Parvini and Mr. Cotey, both as team 
leaders, discussed the background, purpose, objectives, team members, and timeline of 
the scoping document.  Mr. Cotey has finalized the scoping document and submitted it to 
upper management for approval and signatures. Received comment was to move the team 
member names to work plan.  Mr. Parvini would like more industry participation, mainly 
prime contractors, basically like to include everyone that has a stake. This phase is 
mainly for installation quality. Ms Wong stated that Maintenance would like to 
participate. Mr. Mishra spoke on the phone that the District 4 projects learned from the 
experience that grouting is key. Quality improved from 1st job over time. He has a good 
checklist, which will be sent to the group soon. It was agreed removing the team member 
list from the scoping document and handle in the group in order to get signatures and it 
was recommended that the scoping document should be expedited for approval and 
signatures. An action item was noted that Mr. Cotey would review and finalize the 
scoping document and submit it to upper management for approval and signatures. Also, 
a team meeting will be arranged early next year by Mr. Parvini and Mr. Cotey. 
 
Next the group discussed the status of another Precast STG scoping document relating to 
“Precast Mix Design and Test Data.”  Mr. Hoffman noted that besides the team leader 
would be changed from Paul Lukkarila to Keith Hoffman, this scoping document was 
complete and approved/signed. Then, he explained that the precasters use the same mixes 
over and over. Need more access of database to everyone/contractors. Brett Soldano 
needs to be on the team since he knows about the DIME database. An action item was 
that Mr. Hoffman will arrange a team meeting soon. 
 



 

Mr. Ohlwiler then opened the meeting up for a STG Bin List discussion. Due to new 
requirements of AASHTO LRFD codes, the drainage inlet design and standard plans has 
been changed from minor concrete to structural concrete. Industry has received draft 
version of the updated Specs and worked with spec development. Using structural 
concrete triggers many requirements for PC plants that previously were not. Mr. Duan 
mentioned that Caltrans made efforts to minimize the impact to design and production 
but still need more rebar, the quality of structural concrete, LRFD design detail 
requirements, etc. Mr. Ohlwiler stated MPQP is where this should be handled.  
Mr. Cotey said it may need to just exclude PC DI from structural concrete MPQP. PC is 
different from CIP and always meets the concrete strength. Industry needs to talk to 
Basil/Chuck and send a letter/proposal to Chuck Suzsco. Mr. Mooradian suggested Class 
one finish should be added to Bin list. 
 
A round table discussion then opened up to all attendees. One discussion was on curing 
temperature on precast products. A recent southern California project used higher than 
PCI limit of 180F for steam curing. Now Caltrans wants to set up internal temperature of 
limit of 160F. Mr. Mooradian said this issue is maybe isolated. It has not been an issue 
before. California materials are good, not as other states. Mr. Ohlwiler concerned that the 
CCO spec/number of temp monitors required will be made to standard in the specs in the 
future. It was agreed that industry will comment on draft specs once it is out. Mr. 
Ohlwiler stated he will move out of California in next spring and proposed that Russell 
Tripp take his place as the Industry STG Co-Chair and that Arshad Vali fills his current 
Oldcastle position. Also, Mr. Chavarria will fill Mr. Tripp’s spot as a member.  There 
were no objections to this proposal during the meeting. A proposed 2016 meeting 
schedule was distributed. An action item was noted for Mr. Ohlwiler to complete the 
“Participant Memo” for Russell Tripp, Arturo Chavarria and Arshad Vali and send it to 
Mr. Ma for submittal.  
 
4. Next meeting: March 10, 2016: Precast Sub-Task Group Meeting, in-person in 
Sacramento. Meeting will be for all members of the STG (CT and Industry).   
 

Action Items from Nov. 19, 2015 Due Date Responsible Staff Status 
1. Submit final Precast Pavement 

scoping document for approval and 
signatures 

2. A team meeting for precast pavement 
will be arranged for early next year 

12/18/2015 
And 

1/29/2016 

Mr. Cotey and 
Mr. Parvini 

Pending 

Arrange a team meeting for “Precast Mix 
Design and Test Data”  

12/18/2015 Mr. Hoffman Pending 

Mr. Ohlwiler to complete the “Participant 
Memo” and send it to Mr. Ma for submittal. 

12/18/2015 Mr. Ohlwiler Pending 

5. Caltrans Precast Sub-Task Group Charge Number:  
 Project: 0000001016 
 Phase: N 
 Reporting Code: 6TCARPC 
 Sub-Object: 095 



 

 Unit: Your own or 3628 


