
 

Precast Sub-Task Group Meeting Minutes (CT-Industry) 
    June 23, 2016 

Time 9:00 AM to 11:00 AM 
Farmers Market 1, Room 520 

1801 30th Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

 
Precast Subtask Group Members: 

Russell Tripp – Precast Concrete 
Subtask Group Co-Chair  

Present 

Jim Ma – Precast Concrete Subtask 
Group Co-Chair 

Present 

Doug Mooradian Present 
Arshad Vali Present (phone) 
Edgar Benitez Present 
Jerry Lucenczyn Present (phone) 
Julia Rockenstein Present 
Mehdi Parvini Not Present 
Karen Bamfield Present 
John Lammers Not Present 
Jim Cotey Present (phone) 
Tracy Vacura Not Present (replaced by Karen B.) 
James Sagar Not Present  
Paul Fayer Not Present 
Deborah Wong Not Present 
Leah Budu Present (phone) 
  
Guests:  
Don Reding Present 
Steve Nilforoushan w Rinker Materials Present (phone) 
Shannon Post Present 
Carl Duan Present 

 
1. Welcome 
 
2. Purpose of meeting – Briefing of STG activities by representative of the functional 
unit, garner a general status of milestones, create a forum for discussion and feedback, 
create a list of action items, and review schedule for near-term and for long-term. 
 
3. Co-Chairs Jim Ma w CT and Russell Tripp w Industry went through a round of 
introductions and presented the purpose of the meeting. It was mentioned that the goal of 
this meeting was to ensure that all members of the Precast STG were on the same page in 
terms of activity milestones and action items. It was mentioned that the Precast Sub-Task 
Group will keep the current rosters and Jim will maintain a current member list.  
 



 

The first topic of agenda was the STG Members Update. Karen Bamfield is replacing 
Tracy Vacura. Bruce Swanger from Hydraulics was approved to join STG. 
 
Next the group discussed the status report of “Precast Mix Design and Test Data.”  Mr. 
Tripp discussed the progress of the DIME group. Two issues came up in relation to 
language. One was the timeline for how long a mix design is approved and the conditions 
for having to re-approve a mix design. The other is the definition of an established 
precast manufacturer. An action item was that Paul Fayer would help with the language 
and make a suggestion for consideration at the next Working Group meeting on July 22. 
 
Then, the meeting moved on to the discussion of current status of the “Precast Pavement 
– Enhanced Jobsite Quality” scoping document.  Mr. Cotey discussed the purpose, 
objectives, team members, and timeline of the scoping document. Per Jim, Mr. Parvini’s 
emphasis that this work task will focus on construction QC/QA subjects and the team will 
look back to see the previous projects lessons learned and review the performance and 
cost for existing projects. Mr. Cotey mentioned the work task is mainly for construction 
installation quality. Then, the team will work on the Inspection/installation manual for 
different precast pavement systems and provide the trainings. Trainings will parallel 
manual. Overall timeframe for manual/training could be longer than 9 months. The final 
document will provide specific recommendations to the management for improving the 
quality of the precast pavement projects. An action item was noted that Mr. Cotey and 
Mr. Parvini would provide minutes to Jim Ma for distribution to all Precast STG and 
same procedure for all other Working Groups.  
 
The next topic of agenda was the discussion on Definition and Policy for Rebar-Chair 
Options. Doug Mooradian asked if rebar chairs can be expanded to include plastic & 
metal chairs. They are proven to be strong in the market. It was explained that adobe 
chairs create a cold joint because it’s different from concrete. Also mentioned is if using a 
cementitious coating can be used to improve on the appearance. This will help avoid the 
appearance that the product was patched because of discoloration. Since this work is not 
on the STG scoping document list but related to STG, it is felt that information should be 
shared with this group. An action item is that it will be monitored since at the moment 
is used on a project by project basis by RFI action. More testing is needed on the 
chairs in order to have better idea of performance. 
 
Russell opened discussion for the Precast RCB Culvert Revisions Scoping Document. 
Shannon explained that she did not feel this effort will get resourced for the next fiscal 
year and a subcommittee may not be formed. Her opinion is that these standards are 
sufficient and there are no plans for redesign because there are more critical needs. 
However she is open for review of continuous improvements, working with Industry. The 
recommendation that was agreed to is that Industry will work with Shannon’s Team to 
review and offer continuous improvements to the current DWGs, language, etc in lieu of 
submitting a scoping document and Working Group committee for approval at this time. 
 
Mr. Tripp then opened the meeting up for a STG Bin List discussion. Shannon Post 
commented that a multi-year project was just completed that fully developed cast in place 
& precast options that are equal. Industry worked closely with Shannon and her team on 



 

this initiative. The new specs and drawings will be posted for use in future projects in late 
July. Specifications will outline what QA/QC requires. Don Reding’s group developed 
tiers for QA/QC. The Class one finish issue will remain in STG Bin List and Don will 
work with Doug to consider options. The RCB item will remain as a bin list item as well. 
 
4. Next meeting: September 15, 2016: Precast Sub-Task Group Meeting, in-person in 
Sacramento. Russell will also send out an invite and Webinar details. Meeting will be for 
all members of the STG (CT and Industry).   
 

Action Items from June 23, 2016 Due Date Responsible Staff Status 
Continue team meetings for “Precast Mix 
Design and Test Data” and provide status 
report on next meeting (webinar for next 
meeting) 

9/15/16 
 

Russell Tripp and 
Julia Rockenstein 

Pending 

Continue team meetings for “Precast 
Pavement – Enhanced Jobsite Quality” and 
provide status report on next meeting 

9/15/16 Jim Cotey and 
Mehdi Parvini 

Pending 

Class 1 Surface Finishes & Chair options will 
be based on project by project basis. Industry 
will work w/ CT Specs 

N/A Doug Mooradian 
& Don Reding  

N/A 

Precast Reinforced Concrete Box Culvert will 
not be on a scoping document at this point 
because Shannon Post’s Team agreed to work 
directly with Industry  

N/A Shannon Post and 
Russell Tripp 

N/A 

 
5. Caltrans Precast Sub-Task Group Charge Number:  

 Project: 0000001016 
 Phase: N 
 Reporting Code: 6TCARPC 
 Sub-Object: 095 
 Unit: Your own or 3628 


