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WHITE is used as a background color for regulatory
signs (except STOP signs), some route markers, some
guide signs, the FALLOUT SHELTER directional
sign, and for the legend on brown, green, blue, black
and red background signs.  Wherever white is specified
herein as a sign color, it is understood to include silver-
colored reflecting coatings or elements that reflect
white light .

ORANGE is used as the background color for
construction and maintenance work zone signs and
shall not be used for any other purpose.

YELLOW is used as the background color on warning
signs except in work zones where orange is specified.

FLUORESCENT YELLOW GREEN may be  used as
an optional background color on warning signs for
pedestrian crossings, bicycle crossings, school zones
and school bus stops.

BROWN is used as a background color for guide and
informational signs related to points of recreational or
cultural interest.

GREEN is used as a background color for guide signs
(other than those using brown or white), and is a legend
color with a white background for permissive parking
regulation and signal ahead signs.

BLUE is used as a background color for information
signs related to highway user services (including police
services and rest areas), handicapped parking regulation,
and the evacuation route marker.

4-01.12  Size

The dimensions prescribed in the “Traffic Sign
Specifications”, are the standard sizes for application
on public streets and highways.  The “Traffic Sign
Specifications” publication is available from the Caltrans
Publication Distribution Unit, 1900 Royal Oaks Drive,
Sacramento, California  95815.  Larger sizes may be
used where greater legibility or emphasis is needed.
Special signs or large signs are prescribed for freeways
and expressways.  Under special conditions such as
alleys, limited parkway widths, parking facilities, parks,
etc., the use of approved sizes smaller than standard

size signs may be justified based on engineering
judgement.  When sign sizes are changed, standard
shapes and colors shall be used and standard proportions
shall be retained insofar as practicable.

4-01.13  Symbols and Educational Plates

Symbol designs shall, in all cases, be essentially like
those shown in this chapter and the sign specification
sheets.  A broader use of symbols in preference to
word messages is desirable.

Sometimes a change from word messages to
symbols requires a significant time for public education
and transition.  Consequently, this chapter includes
educational plates to accompany some new symbol
signs.  All symbol signs which are readily recognizable
by the public may be erected with out educational
plates.  New  warning or regulatory symbol signs not
readily recognizable by the public shall be accompanied
by a educational plate which is to remain in place for at
least three years after initial installation.  No special
effort need be made to remove educational plates as
long as they are in serviceable condition.

4-01.14  Word Messages

Where applicable, standard wordings as shown in
this manual shall be used for sign legends.  Word
messages should be as brief as possible, and the
lettering should be large enough to provide the necessary
legibility for the speeds and distances involved.

Abbreviations should be kept to a minimum, and
should normally include only those that are commonly
recognized and understood, such as Ave., Blvd., N.
(for north), R. R., or Jct.

4-01.15  Lettering

Sign lettering shall be in upper case letters of the
type approved by Caltrans, except that destination
names may be in lowercase lettering, with the initial
letter in each word in the upper case lettering.  Upper
and lower case California Standard alphabets are
available from Caltrans.

Use of the series B alphabet is restricted to street
name signs, parking signs, and other similar signs where
limited breadth and stroke widths are required for
design purposes.
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