ATATE OF CALIFOBRNIA-BUSINESS. TRANSPORTATION AND HOUSING AGENCY

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
TRAFFIC OPERATIONS

1120 N STREET, MAIL STATION 36

SACRAMENTO, CA 95814

PHONE (916) 654-4551

FAX (916) 653-6080

November 10, 1998

Mr. Ray Mellen

Chairperson CTCDC

Auto Club of Southern California
3333 Fairview Road, A131
Costa Mesa, CA 92626

Dear Mr. Mellen:

This is to let you know that the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) has
approved the use of fluorescent yellow green (FYG) color as an optional background color on
warning signs for pedestrian crossings, bicycle crossings, school zones, and school bus
stops. This approval makes California consistent with national policy as adopted by the
Federal Highway Administration in the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices. Enclosed
is a copy of this revision as it will appear in the next update of the Caltrans Traffic Manual.

| realize that the California Traffic Control Devices Committee, at the October 22, 1998
meeting, voted not to recommend to Caltrans the adoption of FYG as an optional color.
However the Committee’s vote was 5 to 3 (6 votes needed for approval) in favor of this
recommendation which, at least, shows support for use of FYG. Also, some local agencies
have already posted signs using the new color and others have plans to do so. This will
allow a choice by local agencies on local roads.

At this time, Caltrans does not plan to use FYG in its signing practices. However, if a
local agency requests FYG on a state highway, Caltrans will also have the option.

Sincerely,

Originat Sigried by
Gerry Meie
Gerry Meis
Chief, Office of Signs and Delineation

Enclosure

c: All CTCDC Members
All District Division Chiefs for Traffic Operations

bc: H. Benouar
M. Schmitz FHWA
R. Iwasaki Maintenance
@G. Edwards
lﬂl. Kletzman
P. Rogers
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WHITE isused asabackground color for regul atory
signs(except STOPs gns), someroutemarkers, some
guidesigns, the FALLOUT SHELTER directional
sign, andfor thelegend on brown, green, blue, black
andredbackgroundsigns. Wherever whiteisspecified
hereinasasigncolor,itisunderstoodtoincludesiiver-
colored reflecting coatings or elements that reflect
whitelight.

ORANGE is used as the background color for
construction and maintenance work zone signs and
shall not be used for any other purpose.

YELLOWisusedasthebackground color onwarning
signsexceptinwork zoneswhereorangeisspecified.

FLUORESCENT YELLOWGREEN may be usedas
an optional background color on warning signs for
pedestrian crossings, bicyclecross ngs, school zones
and school busstops.

BROWN isused asabackground color for guideand
informational signsrel atedtopointsof recreational or
cultura interest.

GREEN isused asabackground color for guidesigns
(other thanthoseusing brownor white), andisalegend
colorwithawhitebackgroundfor permissiveparking
regulationandsignal aheadsigns.

BLUE isused asabackground color for information
sgnsrel atedtohighwayy user services(includingpolice
sarvicesandrestareas), handi capped parkingregul ation,
andtheevacuationroutemarker.

4-01.12 Size

The dimensions prescribed in the “ Traffic Sign
Specifications’, arethestandard sizesfor application
on public streets and highways. The “Traffic Sign
Specifications’ publicationisavailablefromtheCdtrans
Publication DistributionUnit, 1900 Roya OaksDrive,
Sacramento, California 95815. Larger sizesmay be
used where greater legibility or emphasisis needed.
Specia signsor largesignsareprescribedfor freeways
and expressways. Under special conditionssuch as
adleys limited parkway widths, parkingfacilities, parks,
etc., the use of approved sizes smaller than standard
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Size signs may be justified based on engineering
judgement. When sign sizes are changed, standard
shapesandcol orsshd | beusedandstandard proportions
shall beretainedinsofar aspracticable.

4-01.13 Symbols and Educational Plates

Symbol designsshdl,inal cases, beessentialy like
thoseshowninthischapter andthesign specification
sheets. A broader use of symbolsin preference to
wordmessagesisdesirable.

Sometimes a change from word messages to
symbol srequiresasgnificant timefor publiceducation
and transition. Consequently, this chapter includes
educational platesto accompany some new symbol
signs. All symbol sgnswhicharereadily recognizable
by the public may be erected with out educational
plates. New warning or regulatory symbol signsnot
readily recognizableby thepublicshall beaccompanied
by aeducationa platewhichistoremaininplacefor at
least three years after initia installation. No specid
effort need be made to remove educational platesas
long asthey arein serviceablecondition.

4-01.14 Word Messages

Whereapplicable, standardwordingsasshownin
this manual shall be used for sign legends. Word
messages should be as brief as possible, and the
| ettering shouldbelargeenoughtoprovidethenecessary
legibility for thespeedsand distancesinvol ved.

Abbreviationsshould bekept toaminimum, and
shouldnormally includeonly thosethat arecommonly
recognized and understood, suchasAve,, Blvd., N.
(for north), R. R., or Jct.

4-01.15 Lettering

Sign lettering shall bein upper caselettersof the
type approved by Caltrans, except that destination
names may beinlowercaselettering, with theinitia
letter in each word inthe upper caselettering. Upper
and lower case California Standard alphabets are
availablefromCaltrans.

Useof the series B alphabet isrestricted to street
namesgns, parkingsigns, andother smilar sgnswhere
limited breadth and stroke widths are required for
designpurposes.



