Preface

The Division of New Technology and Research has a new name: the Division of
Research and Innovation (DRI). The new title reflects a change in vision, one that
emphasizes the needs of a broader range of customers, participation from diverse
committees representing staff at all levels of functional areas within the California
Department of Transportation (Caltrans), and a commitment to increasing the number
of deployed research projects that solve the transportation problems in California and
the nation.

To accomplish these goals efficiently, we:

e Rely on Caltrans customers to identify and develop problem statements for
research projects.

e Use “roadmaps” to develop research programs.

e Include top management in our research and deployment steering and advisory
committees to guide the project selection and funding allocation decisions.

e Solicit research proposals from a wider range of researchers.

In addition, we have established strategic research focus areas to implement Caltrans’
goals, and a separate unit dedicated to deployment and technology transfer.

This Research Manual provides in-house researchers, Caltrans staff, academic and
private-sector researchers, and others interested in DRI’s program with the
information they need to develop, select, fund, and implement research that benefits
the traveling public in California. The Research Manual also fulfills the U.S.
Department of Transportation requirements to assure the applicability of Caltrans’
research in meeting national research goals.

DRI is pleased that you have chosen to use the Caltrans Research Manual (2006) for
your research needs. This new edition is available online at:
www.caltrans/hg/research/.

LAWRENCE H. ORCUTT
Division Chief
Division of Research and Innovation
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