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  Dedicated to:
All Caltrans workers who lost their lives building, 

maintaining and operating California’s 
world-class transportation system. 

Caltrans Workers Memorial Day reminds us to  
“Slow for the Cone Zone” and “Move Over”  

whenever amber lights are flashing.

Mistress of Ceremonies
Beth Ruyak

Capital Public Radio - Host, Insight

Invocation/Benediction
Senior Chaplain MIndi Russell

Executive Director - Law Enforcement Chaplaincy – Sacramento

Speakers
Malcolm Dougherty

Director - California Department of Transportation
Brian P. Kelly

Secretary - California State Transportation Agency
The Honorable Jim Beall

Chair - Senate Transportation and Housing Committee
The Honorable Jim Frazier

Chair - Assembly Transportation Committee
Tim Neep

Director - International Union of Operating Engineers - State Unit 12
Rick Harrison

Chief, Health and Safety  
Formerly Caltrans Landscape Maintenance Worker  

District 7
Dave Wood

Caltrans Maintenance Area Superintendent - Donner Pass 
District 3 

Quinton Baker
Scholarship recipient and Son of Shawn Baker



Background Instrumentals
Guitarist - Randy Hiatt

Keyboardist - Anthony Johnson

“Star Spangled Banner”
Choir Director - Rex A. Cluff

Caltrans Quintet:

Steve J. Lee

Paul Moore

Annalene Myers

Noemi Rios

Martha Styer

“Amazing Grace”
Soloist

Timothy M. Weeks 
Caltrans, District 3

Bugler 
Colonel Bill Tubbs

California State Military Reserve

HONOR GUARD CEREMONY
Caltrans Honor Guard

Rick Chavez, Captain
John Wells III, Senior Honor Guard

Frank Duron
Terry Gist

Fidel Gomez-Garcia
William Halterman
Ricky Hernandez

Kevin Lindsey
Jose Lopez

Jaime Magana
Frank Ornelaz II

Ronald Richardson
Alex Valdez Jr.

Advisors
Tamie McGowen
Caroline Moreno

Michael Morgan, Drillmaster



SPECIAL RECOGNITION
For their ongoing support and commitment to Caltrans workers 

The Honorable Edmund G. Brown Jr.

Governor - State of California

Brian P. Kelly

Secretary - California State Transportation Agency

Joe Farrow

Commissioner - California Highway Patrol

Rhonda Craft

Director - California Office of Traffic Safety

Jean Shiomoto

Director - Department of Motor Vehicles

Vincent Mammano

California Administrator – Federal Highway Administration

The Honorable Jim Beall

Chair - Senate Transportation and Housing Committee

The Honorable Jim Frazier

Chair - Assembly Transportation Committee

We sincerely appreciate the support of the following  
groups whose help made this event possible:

American Traffic Safety Services Association

International Union of Operating Engineers, State Unit 12

California Transportation Foundation

California State Military Reserve

Flasher Barricade Association

Capitol Barricade

ORAFOL Americas, Inc.

Flagger Joe



Oscar Eduardo Vargas 

Oscar Eduardo Vargas, 8-12-1960 to 07-14-2015

29 year employee with the Bridge Department

Assistant Structure Representative

Office B, Offices of Structure Construction

Division of Engineering Services

“I have fought a good fight, 

I have finished my course,

I kept the faith”

Survived by his wife Teresa and sons Oskar and Christian.

In Loving Memory



2016 Memorial Scholarship Recipient  
Quinton Chance Baker, Son of Shawn Baker
Caltrans Fallen Workers Memorial Scholarship Application Letter:

Honoring the memory of those who lost their lives 
while serving Caltrans and the people of the State 
of California.

In a joint effort, Caltrans and the California 
Transportation Foundation announce this year’s 
recipient of the Children of Fallen Workers Memorial 
Scholarship, Quinton Chance Baker.

I am trying very hard to be self-sufficient and not to incur any debt while obtaining my degree.  My 
goal is to be debt free, including not taking out any student loans, at the time of my graduation 
and not have to ask my mom for assistance.  I currently go to school full-time and work two part-
time jobs to make ends meet.  Sometimes it’s challenging, like when I received a $579 electric 
bill.  But if my dad taught me one thing, it was the ability to adapt.  The furnace got turned off, 
more blankets went on the bed, and jackets were worn in the house.  So if you come by to visit, 
remember to bring your jacket.  Being awarded this scholarship would mean a great deal to me.  
Not only would it help me to achieve my goal of graduating debt free and allow me to continue to 
be independent, but it also would hold special meaning because it came from my Caltrans family.  
In our house we have a family motto of “family does for family.” It was something my dad believed 
in whole-heartedly, and being awarded this scholarship reinforces this belief since our family has 
come to view Caltrans as an extension of our core family.

I was 16 years old when my dad was killed and I’m sad that he is not here to see the man I am 
becoming.  I want to honor his memory by being the first of his children to graduate with their 
degree.  You see, my sisters, who were in college when he was killed, were not able to complete 
their studies because of the depression they fell into after his accident.  My brother had already 
followed in my dad’s footsteps and was in the Navy at the time of his accident.  He plans to 
complete his degree on his next shore duty assignment.  We were, and are, a close knit family 
that continues to try and honor our dad’s memory.  One way I can do this is by fostering the values 
he instilled in us, be an independent man, stay debt free, and graduate college.  This scholarship 
would help me to achieve these goals.  I am honored to be considered for this scholarship, but truly 
wish that there were no children eligible to apply for it.  Thank you for your consideration.

“We’ll Always Remember”

Quinton Chance Baker, youngest child and son of Shawn L. Baker

To first understand what this scholarship means to me, I 
must first tell you a little about my dad, Shawn Baker.  He 
was a big man in many ways, his heart, his presence, his 
sense of humor, and his personality.  He taught my siblings 
and me many things such as how to work hard, how to use 
our hands, to both build and fix things, as well as a strong 
personal and work ethic.  He instilled values that I continue 
to try and live by today.  Some of which include: making 

our own way in this world, to not become a burden on society, do not put yourself in debt, be 
independent, follow your passion, and above all else - get an education. 

As I said, I continue to try and live by the values and ethics my dad instilled in me.  I moved out on 
my own to Redding last February.  I pay my own bills and provide my own expenses of daily living. 
I have yet to ask my mom to subsidize my daily living expenses, as she has done so much for me 
already, and as I am an adult now, I believe with that comes certain personal responsibilities.  I 
have always enjoyed cooking since I was a kid.  In fact, every Christmas I would receive at least 
one cooking item.  So after I graduated from high school, I 
took some time and thought about what I really wanted to do.  
I knew I wanted to go to college, not only for me, but also to 
honor my dad and the dreams he had for each of his children.  
After much research and many discussions, I decided to 
enroll in the Shasta College Associates Degree Culinary 
program, where I am beginning my second year. 

Shawn L. Baker 
4/4/63 - 4/24/13



14 to 17 year olds: 

Briana Wood’s dad is Caltrans Maintenance Area Superintendent Dave Wood, 
who works in District 3’s Kingvale station. Brianna is a 15-year-old ninth-grader 
who enjoys her pets, dancing, old movies, and playing in the snow. Her hob-
bies include singing and playing the piano, drawing, reading, and spending time 
with her family. She loves California and enthusiastically notes she is a fifth-
generation native Californian. Brianna sums up the responsibilities of Caltrans 
and California drivers as, “Safely building and maintaining roads is what Caltrans 
does. Safely using the roads to get where they are going is what Californians 
need to do.”

Poster Contest Winners



11 to 13 year olds:

Jocelyn Nquyen is the 11-year-old daughter of District 4 Engineers Viet and 
Quynh Phu Nguyen. This fifth-grader has a number of favorite things: the color 
blue, sports, outdoors, baking, arts, crafts, traveling and animals – with dogs at 
the top of that list. She also enjoys playing the piano and swimming. Jocelyn 
thinks that the “Be Work Zone Alert” message is important because she has 
seen many incidents and wants to reduce their occurrence so that “less lives will 
be in danger.” 

Poster Contest Winners



7 to 10 year olds:

Elissa Yan is the 10-year-old daughter of Junxia Wu and Zihan Yan who both 
work to maintain California’s bridges in the Headquarters office of Structure 
Maintenance and Investigations. Elissa is a fifth-grade “Rapid Learner” student 
whose hobbies include karate, piano, studying Chinese and participating in 
band. She also enjoys movies, traveling, reading, riding her bike, and technology, 
including making videos. Elissa’s message is about awareness because, “Many 
drivers don’t pay attention to the road (texting and driving)… and many workers 
and other people could get hurt badly or even die if a distracted driving incident 
were to occur.”

Poster Contest Winners



6 years old and under:

Ashna Vaikunthan is the 5-year-old daughter of Vaikunthan Renganathan, 
a Civil Engineer in Caltrans’ Headquarters office. She would like to be a doctor 
someday. Her current activities include painting pictures, ballet and gymnastic 
classes, playing with teddy bears, and watching Peppa Pig. Ashna asks drivers to 
consider her idea to increase safety awareness when driving near a work zone, 
“When you are driving if you see Caltrans cones, think of these cones as kids. 
Do you want to hit the kids? The answer is no.”

Poster Contest Winners



Alicia Buchanan, 15 years old 
Mother, Denella Blount  
District 11

Honorable Mention

Annabelle Galvan, 8 years old 
Father, Omar Galvan  
District 8

Maycie McCloud, 11 years old 
Father, Roah McCloud  
District 3

Dakota Kosinski, 5 years old 
Grandfather, Ronald Kosinski  
District 7

Honorable Mention



1921 

JAMES DANIEL ARCHER

District 1, Superintendent

1924 
A. ACHTERT

District 8, Assistant Resident Engineer

GEORGE W. RICE

District 2, Foreman

1925
FRANK T. DAVIS

District 6, Timekeeper

1926
FRANK E. RAIS

District 2, Maintenance Worker

THOMAS GILBRIDE

District 7, Powderman

JOSE DOMINGUEZ

District 7, Powderman Helper

U.S. GRANT

District 2, Maintenance Foreman

1927
C.A. TURNER

District 1, Laborer

ALBERT W. SCHMUCK

District 7, Foreman

In memory of those dedicated employees who lost their lives while 
serving Caltrans and the people of the State of California 1928

JESSE PETTUS
District 6, Maintenance Foreman

JOSEPH WATSON
District 6, Powderman

O. WINTERS
District 6, Highway Worker

1930 
JOHN NELSON BYERS 
District 6

1931
NORMAN HAMILTON
District 5, Paving Inspector

ALBERT B. CASTRO
District 5, Surveyor

1933
WILLIAM L. KRASEVAC
District 3

1934
FRED BALSZ

District 3, Surveyor

J.E. BEDFORD

District 11, Flagman

OWEN OWENS

District 11, Maintenance Worker

1935
F. S. CHRISTENSEN

District 2, Powderman

RAYMOND BULAND

District 2, Assistant Highway Engineer

HENRY WHITE

District 3, Equipment Operator

1938
CHARLES POPE

Engineering, Construction Engineer



1939
FRED PETTIT

District 7, Maintenance Worker

1944
EARNEST HAMES

District 1, Highway Maintenance Worker

1946
ORRIN ALEX DEWAR

District 1, Equipment Operator

WELDON WADE EDGMON

District 1, Equipment Operator

CURTIS WARREN

District 9, Superintendent

1948
FRANK WESLEY POAST
District 8, Assistant Highway Engineer

1951
ODDIE D. RICE
District 4, Maintenance Worker

JAMES SWAFFORD
District 3

1952 
GREG MCKENNA
District 3, Maintenance Worker

KYLE TRUESDALE
District 5, Maintenance Lead Worker

1953
ALAN L. ROBBINS
District 11, Surveyor

DONALD HUME JACOBS

District 1, Equipment Operator

1956
CHARLES ESLICK

District 1, Highway Equipment Operator

WALTER HOWARD JOHNSON

Engineering, Assistant Bridge Engineer

GEORGE M. LEATHERWOOD

District 1, Senior Highway Engineer

1957
W. R. SHAW

District 4, Structural Painter

JOHN EDMOND GILL

District 3, Engineering Aide

FRANK SLATER

Maintenance Foreman

JOHN W. SPARGO

District 4, Engineer

1958
WALLACE CHAPMAN

District 1, Assistant Right of Way Agent

NELSON THOMAS PECK

District 8, Maintenance Worker

VAUGHN O. SHEFF

District 7, Highway Superintendent

1959 
JOSEPH BELLATTI

District 9, Highway Maintenance Foreman

WALTER DEVEREAUX STONE

District 6, Equipment Operator

CHARLES K. BOYLE

District 4, Highway Engineering Technician



1960
CHARLES KISPERT
District 9, Maintenance Foreman

1961
RICHARD THORNBERG
District 3, Highway Engineering Technician

FREDERICK MOORE WILHITE
Engineering, Paint Inspector

1962
LYLE E. BILYUE
District 2, Assistant Highway Engineer

JAMES W. FOLLIS
District 5, Equipment Operator

FRANK JAMES SMITH
Engineering, Assistant Bridge Engineer

1963
ARNOLD H. LENOX

District 11, Surveyor 

1964 
DONALD W. ANDERSON

Assistant Engineer

EVAN G. BOWER

District 8, Assistant District Engineer

DONALD R. WHETSEL

Headquarters, Highway Engineering Technician

RAPHAEL A. KREIZENBECK

District 2, Highway Maintenance Worker

ROBERT MILLER

District 9, Highway Maintenance Worker

GEORGE W. STAVIG

District 1, Maintenance Worker

JETHRO J. CRAVENS

District 10, Highway Maintenance Worker

1965
ROBERT ADAMS

District 4, Associate Engineer

LEROY EXUM

District 7, Construction

1966
THAD CLEMENT

District 4, Landscape Worker

BRUCE COLE

Bridge Division, Assistant Bridge Engineer

PERCIVAL O. CUFF

Bridge Department, Bridge Engineering Technician

JOHN JOSEPH GILMORE, JR.

Bridge Department, Bridge Engineering Technician

1967
JOSEPH P. NETO, JR.

District 4, Structural Painter

GILBERT JOSEPH GIBEAU

District 10, Equipment Operator 



1968
RICHARD MCQUILLAN

District 4, Surveyor 

NEWELL GROVER

District 4, Senior Right of Way Agent

HAROLD LAEREMAN

District 4, Structural Painter

ROLAND G. LANDWEER

District 11, Highway Engineering Technician

ROGER MYHRE

District 7, Maintenance Worker

RENO REDDING

District 1, Maintenance Worker

1969
ROBERT JOHNSON

District 11, Landscape Worker

WILLIAM MCLAUGHLIN

District 10, Assistant Highway Engineer

EMORY J. SPENCER

District 4, Structural Painter

DARYL M. TALLMAN

District 1, Maintenance Worker

STANLEY W. GORDEN

District 1, Maintenance Worker

LAWRENCE PETERS

District 4, Electrician

1970
THOMAS R. BRUNGARDT
District 7, Construction

HERBERT LUKER
District 11, Maintenance Worker

RUPERT MCGIRR
District 11, Highway Engineering Technician

GEORGE MOTE
District 3, Heavy Equipment Mechanic

1971
DONALD L. PARKER
District 7, Highway Maintenance Worker

JERRY COREY
District 4, Surveyor

ROBERT C. MCCAIN
District 4, Structural Painter

CARL P. TARDITO

District 4, Surveyor

1972
ARTHUR BOONE

District 1, Maintenance Worker

NORMAN LUBIG

District 7

THEODORE F. HVEMBREE

District 8, Highway Maintenance Worker

CHARLES R. RORABOUGH

District 8, Maintenance Worker



1973
HARVEY ROBERT HUSS
District 5, Highway Maintenance Worker

PAUL D. COEDY
District 4, Highway Maintenance Worker

EMORY PRICE
District 7, Highway Resident Engineer

CECIL R. MECUM
District 4, Highway Superintendent

PERRY L. STILTZ
District 4, Highway Maintenance Worker

BENNY L. SHREVES
District 2, Equipment Operator 

1974
MICHAEL MURPHY
District 9, Maintenance Student Assistant

CLAUDE A. THIEL

District 7, Highway Engineering Technician

1975

HUGH BONNER

District 4, Structural Steel Painter

ARTHUR SILVA

District 7, Highway Maintenance Worker

1976
CARL L. TAYLOR

District 2, Highway Landscape Leadworker

DAVID GUILLEN

District 7, Highway Maintenance Worker

1977
JAMES D. GRECIAN

District 11, Engineering Technician

HARRY J. SIMONS

District 10, Engineering Technician

1978
DONALD S. BEASLEY

District 7, Highway Maintenance Worker

KANIKA F. BURROUGHS

District 7, Highway Maintenance Worker

DONALD L. CALDWELL

District 4, Maintenance Worker

DAVID R. TOBEY

District 9, Engineering Student Assistant

LEONARD “JOE” BARR

Chief of Outdoor Advertising

PAULINE COLARICH

Environmental Planner

JOHN L. HAYNES

District 7, Highway Maintenance Worker

1979
DANIEL C. WONG

District 4, Engineering Geologist

RICHARD A. SINGLETON

District 7, Equipment Operator

GLEN P. FENWICK

District 7, Highway Maintenance Worker

RAUL J. ARISMENDEZ

District 7, Highway Maintenance Worker

SAMUEL HO

District 7, Highway Electrician

DONNA J. PATARAK

District 5, Highway Landscape Leadworker



1980
WADE O. BREWEN

District 2, Equipment Operator

THOMAS E. DAVIS

District 7, Highway Maintenance Leadworker

HAROLD L. TEEPLE

District 4, Highway Maintenance Worker

1981
JAMES H. COPELAND

District 7, Highway Landscape Worker

JAMES C. ESOLA, JR.

District 3, Assistant Transportation Engineer

LORI J. BITTNER

District 11, Collection Agent

ROBBIE R. HANEY

District 7, Maintenance Supervisor

1982
BRIAN KAVANAUGH

District 4, Structural Steel Painter

ROBERT L. WHEELER

District 8, Highway Maintenance Leadworker

1983
WILLIAM D. ABARR

District 1, Equipment Operator

ROLAND V. KELLER

District 10, Assistant Transportation Engineer

BILLY G. WEST

District 4, Equipment Operator

1984
BYRON WORKS

Headquarters, Engineering Geologist

ONNIE T. FLETCHER

District 4, Equipment Operator

1986
WAYNE DAVID GLENN

District 4, Transportation Engineering Technician

1987
ANN MCCORMICK

District 3, Landscape Maintenance Worker

DAVID A. HOFFMAN

District 11, Associate Engineer

1988
DENNIS B. SPARKS

District 7, Maintenance Superintendent 

CEDRIC DUBENION

District 7, Heavy Equipment Operator

HENRY “RICK” M. MENDOZA

District 7, Equipment Operator

1989
TSUTOMU (BEN) TANI

District 6, Assistant Transportation Engineer

1990
OSCAR LANATTA

District 10, Civil Engineer

1991
THOMAS SANDERS, JR.

District 5, Maintenance Supervisor

1992
JERRY R. ALCALA

District 7, Landscape Maintenance Worker

CALLIE JOEL BUSER, JR.

District 7, Land Surveys Supervisor



1993
JUAN THOME
District 7, Landscape Leadworker

ROGER VANDENBROEKE
District 4, Equipment Operator

ROBERT J. ESSENPREIS
District 2, Civil Transportation Engineer

1994
BRAD LEE JOSS
District 4, Civil Transportation Engineer

CHARLES D. WARNER
District 4, Maintenance Leadworker

1995
DONNA K. DENEAL
District 11, Equipment Operator

MICHAEL MAGANA
District 8, Equipment Operator

THOMAS ORTEGA

District 8, Highway Maintenance Leadworker

1997
HAL B. BIERLEIN

District 12, Maintenance Supervisor

WAYNE BOWERS

District 12, Maintenance Lead Worker

MICHAEL J. KELLEY

District 12, Equipment Operator

PAUL WHITE

District 12, Equipment Operator

1998
MANUEL LEON

District 5, Maintenance Electrician

HEMUL PATEL

District 3, Transportation Engineer

1999
PAUL J. CHAVEZ
District 7, Maintenance Worker

DAVID JACKSON JONES
District 6, Highway Maintenance Worker

2000
CHARLES F. DEMING
District 7, Highway Maintenance Leadworker

2001
LINDA SUTTON
District 8, Equipment Operator

2004
MICHAEL FELICIANO
District 5, Maintenance Leadworker

WILLIAM JOHN CALLOWAY
District 4, Structural Steel Painter

CHESTER RAY HAWKINS

District 10, Equipment Operator 

2005
DANIEL BROESKE

District 1, Transportation Engineering Technician

2006 
SEAN MERRIMAN

District 4, Maintenance Equipment Operator

JACKIE RAY ALDRIDGE

District 9, Equipment Operator

2007
DJUAN BUSH

District 4, Highway Maintenance Worker

JOHN KNABENBAUER

District 8, Equipment Operator 

MATTHEW WHITE

District 3, Highway Maintenance Worker



2008
MOUI DUC TRAN

District 2, Transportation Engineer

2009
DONALD LICHLITER

District 10, Tree Maintenance Leadworker 

DEBORAH ROSS 

District 4 , Toll Collector

2010
GARY WAYNE SMITH

District 3, Maintenance Leadworker

2011
STEPHEN PALMER SR.

District 11, Landscape Maintenance Worker

JAIME OBESO

District 11, Maintenance Leadworker

RICHARD GONZALEZ

District 11, Equipment Operator II

2013
JOSEPH “ROBERT” JONES

District 2, Equipment Operator II

SHAWN BAKER

District 2, Equipment Operator II

2015 
OSCAR VARGAS

Division of Engineering Services  
Civil Transportation Engineer



 

To help make this event possible next year, please make a tax 

deductible donation to the California Transportation Foundation.

By check: Make check payable to CTF and write 

“State Memorial Ceremony” in the memo line and mail to 

CTF 581 La Sierra Drive Sacramento CA 95864.

By credit card: go to www.transportationfoundation.org/donate and 

choose State Memorial Ceremony in the pull down list specifying 

where the donation should go. 

The California Transportation Foundation also writes grants 

to help California’s Injured and Fallen transportation workers.  

To help us continue that support, please consider a donation 

to the CTF Injured and Fallen Worker Fund. Donations can be 

made by check or credit card as described above.  Find CTF 

Injured and Fallen Worker Fund on the pull down list. 

The CTF taxpayer ID number is 68-0165257.

THE CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION FOUNDATION
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