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SUMMARY: 

The California Department of Transportation (Department) will request that the California 
Transportation Commission (Commission) approve the requested State Transportation Improvement 
Program (STIP) amendment at the next scheduled Commission meeting following the notice period. 

ISSUE: 

The City of Watsonville (City) and the Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission 
(SCCRTC) propose to amend the 2014 STIP to delay $950,000 in Regional Improvement Program 
(RIP) construction funds from Fiscal Year (FY) 2015-16 to FY 2016-17 for the Monterey Bay 
Sanctuary Scenic Trail Lee Road-Slough Trail Connection project, (PPNO 2552), in Santa Cruz 
County.   

BACKGROUND: 

The Monterey Bay Scenic Trail Lee Road-Slough Trail Connection project, programmed in the 2014 
STIP, is part of a larger Monterey Bay Scenic network of trails.  It was anticipated that the program 
level Environment Impact Report (EIR), completed for the Monterey Bay Sanctuary Scenic Trail 
Network Master Plan, would significantly minimize the level of environmental review required for 
this segment.  However, additional coordination with several entities and additional analysis was 
needed before the environmental review could begin.  Staff has begun work on the environmental 
document and it is anticipated the community support and enthusiasm for the project will result in 
significant input.  The final environment document is anticipated to be completed in Fall 2016.   

Due to the above described delays in completing the environmental document, the Design has been 
delayed.  There is a concurrent request for allocation extension for $90,000 in RIP funds,which is 
currently programmed to Design in FY 2014-15. 
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The changes described above are shown on the following table:  
 

REVISES: Monterey Bay Sanctuary Scenic Trail – Lee Road, Phase I project (PPNO 2552) 
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Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission
Monterey Bay Sanctuary Scenic Trail Network Segment 18
In Watsonville, along the Santa Cruz Branch Rail Line from Lee Road to Watsonville Slough Trail Connection. 
Construct bicycle/pedestrian trail adjacent to the rail line.
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