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RECOMMENDATION: 
 
The California Department of Transportation (Department) recommends the California 
Transportation Commission (Commission) adopt Resolution of Necessity (Resolution)  
C-21304 summarized on the following page.  This Resolution is for a transportation project on 
Interstate 5 in District 7, in Los Angeles County. 

 
ISSUE: 

 
Prior to initiating Eminent Domain proceedings to acquire needed right of way for a programmed 
project, the Commission must first adopt a Resolution, stipulating specific findings identified under 
Section 1245.230 of the Code of Civil Procedure, which are: 
 

1. The public interest and necessity require the proposed project. 
2. The proposed project is planned or located in the manner that will be most compatible 

with the greatest public good and the least private injury. 
3. This property is necessary for the proposed project. 
4. An offer to acquire the property in compliance with Government Code Section 7267.2 

has been made to the owner of record. 
 
In this case, the property owners are continuing to contest the adoption of the Resolution.  They 
made a personal appearance at the October 8, 2014 Commission meeting in which they challenged 
the adoption of the Resolution based on the following concerns/objections:  the proposed project is 
not planned or located in the manner that will be most compatible with greatest public good and least 
private injury, that the property sought to be acquired is not necessary for the project, and that a valid 
offer has not been made pursuant to Government Code 7267.2. 
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BACKGROUND: 
 
The Commission deferred any action in adopting a Resolution at the October 8, 2014, Commission 
meeting and instead directed the Department to continue discussions/negotiations with the property 
owners in an attempt to resolve their outstanding issues and to specifically determine if project 
impacts to the subject property require the Department to seek a Resolution for a full acquisition as 
opposed to a partial acquisition presented to the Commission.   
 
At the Commission’s request, the Department has continued ongoing discussions/negotiations in an 
attempt to address and resolve the property owners’ concerns regarding project impacts.  While 
progress has been made, the Department and the property owners remain unable to reach a 
negotiated settlement.  As such, the Department has concluded that it is necessary to again seek 
adoption of a Resolution at the December 10, 2014, Commission meeting, so that all remaining 
issues can be addressed through condemnation.   
 
In order for the Department to seek a Resolution for a full acquisition, express written consent is 
required from the property owners, to allow the Department to acquire/condemn that portion of their 
property which is not technically needed for the project.   While the Department did receive a letter 
consenting to the acquisition/condemnation of their entire property, it had qualifying language which 
cast doubt on the interpretation and intent of the letter.  As such, the Department proceeded to the 
October 8, 2014 Commission meeting with a Resolution for a partial acquisition, for just that portion 
of the property needed to construct the project.  However, in light of discussions during the 
October 8, 2014 Commission meeting regarding the intent of the owners’ letter consenting to the 
acquisition of their entire property, the Department can proceed with a Resolution for a full 
acquisition of the subject property.   
 
The Resolution for a full acquisition will be presented as a separate agenda item for the  
December 10, 2014 Commission meeting.  In the event the property owners object to a full 
acquisition, that item will be pulled and this agenda item for a partial acquisition Resolution will be 
pursued by the Department.   
 
The property owners have been offered the full amount of the Department's appraisal and, where 
applicable, advised of any relocation assistance benefits to which they may subsequently be entitled.  
Adoption of the Resolution will not interrupt the Department’s efforts to secure an equitable  
settlement or to continue negotiations.  In accordance with statutory requirements, the owners have 
been advised that the Department is again requesting the adoption of a Resolution at this time.  
Adoption will assist the Department in the continuation of the orderly sequence of events required to 
meet construction schedules. 
 
In order to keep the project schedule, and based on the above referenced circumstances, the 
Department is requesting that this appearance proceed to the December 10, 2014, Commission 
meeting.  Legal possession will allow the construction activities on the parcel to commence, thereby 
avoiding and/or mitigating considerable right of way delay costs that will accrue if efforts to initiate 
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the condemnation process are not taken immediately to secure legal possession of the subject 
property. 
 
 
C-21304 - VCJT, LLC, a California Limited Liability Company, et al. 
07-LA-5-PM 0.70 - Parcel 77047-1, 2, 3; 79887-1, 2, 3 - EA 215929. 
Right of Way Certification Date:  12/11/14; Ready To List Date:  04/01/15.  Freeway - widen 
Interstate 5 to add high occupancy vehicle and mixed-flow lanes.  Authorizes condemnation of land 
in fee for a State highway, extinguishment of abutter's rights of access, temporary easements for 
construction purposes, and temporary easements for demolition purposes to remove all those certain 
improvements which straddle the right of way line.  Located in the city of La Mirada at 14334 and 
14370 Firestone Boulevard. Assessor Parcel Numbers 7003-006-007, -010.   
 
 
Attachment: 

Attachment A - October 8, 2014 Commission Book Item Package 
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