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Subject: APPROVAL OF PROJECT FOR FUTURE CONSIDERATION OF A NEW PUBLIC ROAD 

CONNECTION  AND FUTURE CONSIDERATION OF FUNDING 

FINAL  ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT FOR THE  WESTERN PLACERVILLE 
INTERCHANGES PROJECT (RESOLUTION E-12-16) 

 
 

ISSUE:  
 
Should the Commission, as a Responsible Agency, accept the Final Environmental Impact 
Report (FEIR) and Findings of Fact for the Western Placerville Interchanges Project in El 
Dorado County and approve the project for future consideration of a new public road connection 
and future consideration of funding? 

 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
Staff recommends that the Commission accept the FEIR and Findings of Fact and approve the 
project for future consideration of a new public road connection and future consideration of 
funding. 

 
BACKGROUND:    
 
The City of Placerville (City) is the CEQA lead agency for the project.  On November 22, 2005 the 
City adopted the FEIR and found that the project would not have a significant effect on the 
environment after mitigation. 
 
The project is located in the City of Placerville in El Dorado County.  The project will widen and 
improve segments of Forni Road, Fair Lane, Placerville Drive, and Ray Lawyer Drive.  
Improvements to these roadways will be made in conjunction with modifications and improvements 
to eastbound and westbound U.S. Highway 50 ramps to and from Forni Road, Placerville Drive, and 
Ray Lawyer Drive.    
 
Impacts that require mitigation measures to be reduced to a less than significant level relate to 
traffic/circulation, biological resources, aesthetics, hazardous materials, and hydrology/water quality. 
Mitigation measures include, but are not limited to, developing and implementing a project traffic  
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management plan to be used during construction; conducting an updated Environmental Site 
Assessment for the project area within a two year period prior to construction; obtaining required 
permits and purchase of wetland credits from a wetland mitigation bank, as necessary; and utilizing 
and maintaining designated staging areas at all times during project construction. 
 
On March 12, 2012 the City confirmed that the preferred alternative set forth in the final 
environmental document is consistent with the project scope of work programmed by the 
Commission. 
 
The estimated project cost is approximately $40 million for the overall Western Placerville 
Interchanges Project, of which the Ray Lawyer Drive improvements are estimated to cost 
$10,800,000. The project is programmed with State ($5,542,000) funds.  The project is proposed by 
sponsor for consideration of CMIA Savings.  The remaining project costs will be programmed as 
available and applicable from local funds, Traffic Impact Mitigation Fees, Regional, State, and 
Federal transportation sources.  Construction is estimated to begin in 2012. 
 
 
Attachment  
• Resolution E-12-16 
• Findings of Fact  
• Project Location 

 
 
 



CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
 

Resolution for Future Consideration of a New Public Road Connection and  
Future Consideration of Funding  

03 – El Dorado County 
Resolution E-12-16      

 
 
1.1 WHEREAS, the City of Placerville (City) has completed a Final Environmental 

Impact Report pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and 
the CEQA Guidelines for the following project: 

 
• Western Placerville Interchanges Project 

 
1.2 WHEREAS, the City has certified that the Final Environmental Impact Report has 

been completed pursuant to CEQA and the State CEQA Guidelines for its 
implementation; and 

 
1.3 WHEREAS, the project will modify and improve eastbound and westbound U.S. 

Highway 50 ramps at Forni Road and Placerville Drive, add ramps at Ray Lawyer Drive 
Overcrossing and improve Forni Road, Fair Lane, Placerville Drive, and Ray Lawyer 
Drive in the City of Placerville, El Dorado County; and  
 

1.4 WHEREAS, the California Transportation Commission, as a Responsible Agency, 
has considered the information contained in the Final Environmental Impact 
Report; and 

 
1.5 WHEREAS, the City found that all significant or potentially significant impacts can be 

reduced by mitigation measures to a less than significant level; and 
 
1.6 WHEREAS, the City adopted the Final Environmental Impact Report for the 

project; and 
 
1.7 WHEREAS, the City adopted a Mitigation Monitoring Program for the project; 

and 
 
2.1  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the California Transportation 

Commission does hereby accept the Final Environmental Impact Report and Findings of 
Fact and approve the above referenced project to allow for future consideration of 
funding. 
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