
  STATE OF CALIFORNIA                      CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
 

 

M e m o r a n d u m 
 

To:  CHAIR AND COMMISSIONERS 
  

CTC Meeting: April 25-26, 2012   

 Reference No.: 2.2c.(2)  
 Action  

 
 

From:  BIMLA G. RHINEHART 
 Executive Director 

 

 
Subject: APPROVAL OF PROJECT FOR FUTURE CONSIDERATION OF FUNDING 

FINAL  ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT FOR THE  MOULTON PARKWAY SUPER 
STREET  PROJECT (RESOLUTION E-12-19) 

 
 

ISSUE:  
 
Should the Commission, as a Responsible Agency, accept the Final Environmental Impact 
Report (FEIR), Addendum, Findings of Fact and Statement of Overriding Considerations for the 
Moulton Parkway Super Street Project in Orange County and approve the Moulton Parkway 
Smart Street Segment 3 Phase II Project for future consideration of funding? 

 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
Staff recommends that the Commission accept the FEIR, Addendum, Findings of Fact and 
Statement of Overriding Considerations for the Moulton Parkway Super Street Project and 
approve the Moulton Parkway Smart Street Segment 3 Phase II Project for future consideration 
of funding. 

 
BACKGROUND:    
 
Orange County Transportation Authority (County) is the CEQA lead agency for the Moulton 
Parkway Super Street Project. The project is located in the cities of Laguna Hills and Laguna 
Woods.  The Moulton Parkway Super Street Project will improve Moulton Parkway along a 24.5 
mile corridor.  The Moulton Parkway Smart Street Segment 3 Phase II project will widen Moulton 
Parkway from 400’ north of El Toro Road to 500’ north of Santa Maria Avenue.  The project will 
improve roadway traffic capacity and smooth traffic flow through traffic signal synchronization, bus 
turnouts, intersection improvements, additional sidewalk, including approximately 290’ of sidewalk 
south of Via Campo Verde, and additional turn lanes. 
 
The Moulton Parkway Smart Street Segment 3 Phase II Project programmed by the Commission in 
the SLPP is an element of the Moulton Parkway Super Street Project and, therefore, the scope of this 
project was included in the FEIR.  The FEIR was approved and certified by the Board of Supervisors 
of Orange County on October 5, 1993.   
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The overall project for which the FEIR covers will result in significant unavoidable impacts to land 
use, traffic and circulation, biological resources, noise, and aesthetics. Specifically, the overall 
project would result in loss of on-street parking; restricted access associated with median closures; 
loss of trees;  increased exterior noise levels during construction for houses fronting on Moulton 
Parkway within the cities of Santa Ana and Dana Point; and loss of landscaping.  Mitigation 
measures and/or alternatives to the proposed project that would substantially reduce or avoid these 
significant unavoidable impacts are infeasible.  However, these impacts do not apply within the 
limits of the Moulton Parkway Smart Street Segment 3 Phase II Project.   

 
The County adopted the FEIR, Findings of Fact and a Statement of Overriding Considerations for 
the project on October 5, 1993.  The County found that there were several benefits that outweigh the 
unavoidable adverse environmental effects of the project.  These benefits include, but are not limited 
to, reduction of traffic congestion; improvement of the existing design of Moulton Parkway which is 
consistent with the Orange County Master Plan of Arterial Highways and the General Plan 
Circulation Elements of the cities traversed by Moulton Parkway; reduce emissions at eight 
intersections; and providing continuous Class II bicycle lanes along Moulton Parkway from the 
future extension of Newport Avenue to Pacific Coast Highway. The County established a Mitigation 
Monitoring Program to ensure that the mitigation measures specified for the project are 
implemented. 
 
On February 22, 2012 the County provided written confirmation that the preferred alternative set 
forth in the final environmental document is consistent with the Moulton Parkway Smart Street 
Segment 3 Phase II Project programmed by the Commission in the SLPP program.  The County also 
provided written confirmation of its commitment to all of the mitigation measures stipulated in the 
FEIR and Mitigation Monitoring Program.  

 
The Moulton Parkway Smart Street Segment 3 Phase II Project is estimated to cost $6,842,034.  The 
project is funded with SLPP ($3,421,017) funds and Local ($3,421,017) funds. Construction of is 
estimated to begin in fiscal year 2012/13.   
 
Attachment  
• Resolution E-12-19 
• Findings of Fact & Statement of Overriding Considerations 
• Project Location 

 
 
 



CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
 

Resolution for Future Consideration of Funding  
12 – Orange County 
Resolution E-12-19       

 
 
1.1 WHEREAS, the Orange County Transportation Authority through County of 

Orange (County) has completed a Final Environmental Impact Report pursuant to 
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the CEQA Guidelines for 
the following project: 

 
• Moulton Parkway Super Street Project: Moulton Parkway Segment 3 Phase II 

Project  
 

1.2 WHEREAS, the County has certified that the Final Environmental Impact Report 
has been completed pursuant to CEQA and the State CEQA Guidelines for its 
implementation; and 

 
1.3 WHEREAS, the project will improve Moulton Parkway along a 24.5 mile corridor; and  

 
1.4 WHEREAS, the California Transportation Commission, as a Responsible Agency, 

has considered the information contained in the Final Environmental Impact 
Report; and 

 
1.5 WHEREAS, Findings of Fact made pursuant to CEQA guidelines indicate that 

specific unavoidable significant impacts related to land use, noise, aesthetics, 
biological resources, and transportation/circulation make it infeasible to avoid or 
fully mitigate to a less than significant level the effects associated with the project; 
and 

 
1.6 WHEREAS, the County adopted a Statement of Overriding Considerations for the 

project; and 
 
1.7 WHEREAS, the County adopted a Mitigation Monitoring Program for the project; 

and 
 
1.8  WHEREAS, the above significant effects are acceptable when balanced against the facts 

as set forth in the Statement of Overriding Considerations. 
 
2.1  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the California Transportation 

Commission does hereby accept the Final Environmental Impact Report, Findings of Fact 
and Statement of Overriding Considerations and approve the above referenced project to 
allow for future consideration of funding. 
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