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ISSUE:
 

  

Should the Commission, as a Responsible Agency, accept the Final Environmental Impact 
Report (FEIR), Findings of Fact and Statement of Overriding Considerations for the State Route 
32 (SR 32) Widening Project (project) in Butte County and approve the project for future 
consideration of funding? 

 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
Staff recommends that the Commission accept the FEIR, Findings of Fact and Statement of 
Overriding Considerations and approve the project for future consideration of funding. 

 
BACKGROUND:
 

    

The City of Chico (City) is the CEQA lead agency for the project.  The project will widen and 
improve approximately 2.6 miles of State Route (SR) 32, beginning at State Route (SR) 99 and 
extending past Yosemite Drive.  The project will widen SR 32 from two to three lanes in each 
direction from the east side of the SR 99 interchange to just east of Fir Street. The roadway will then 
be widened from two to four lanes (two in each direction) from east of Fir Street to Yosemite Drive, 
where the roadway width will transition down from four lanes to the existing two lanes. The project 
will also modify the ramp terminal intersections and the couplet at the SR 99/SR 32 Interchange. 
The SR 32 intersections with Forest Avenue, El Monte Avenue and Bruce Road will be widened and 
the existing signals will be modified. The SR 32 intersections with Fir Street and Yosemite Drive 
will be widened and new signals will be installed.  The project scope also includes open graded 
asphalt, shoulder, median, guardrail (timber barrier), landscaping, signal and bridge improvements as 
well as sound barrier installation along select rear yards of residential properties that abut SR 32.  
The proposed project will relieve traffic congestion, increase capacity, improve signal operations and 
enhance safety. 
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The project as proposed will result in significant unavoidable impacts to biological and visual 
resources.  Mitigation measures and/or alternatives to the proposed project that would substantially 
reduce or avoid these significant unavoidable impacts are infeasible. Specifically, the project would 
result in loss of protected trees in the short-term until replanted trees mature; degradation of the 
existing visual character or quality of the site and its surroundings; and permanent changes to views 
along SR 32. 

 
On July 6, 2010, the City adopted the FEIR, Findings of Fact and a Statement of Overriding 
Considerations for the project.  The City found that there were several benefits that outweigh the 
unavoidable adverse environmental effects of the project.  These benefits include, but are not limited 
to, creating a four-lane arterial on the SR 32 corridor as approved in the General Plan to 
accommodate growth and reduce congestion due to inadequate capacity and to prevent higher 
accident rates at impacted intersections in the project corridor. The City established a Mitigation 
Monitoring Program to ensure that the mitigation measures specified for the project are 
implemented. 
 
The project will be constructed in phases as funding allows.  The total estimated project capital cost 
is estimated at $17.1 million.  The first phase is programmed in the CMIA.  A project amendment is 
proposed as a concurrent agenda item to adjust the Phase I project limits to construct approximately 
one mile of SR 32 from east of SR 99 to El Monte Avenue in the City of Chico.  Phase I of the 
project is estimated to cost $9.925 million and is programmed with CMIA ($3.425 million) and 
Local ($6.5 million) funds.  Phase I construction is estimated to begin in fiscal year 2010/11.  On 
April 21, 2011 the City provided written confirmation that the preferred alternative set forth in the 
final environmental document is consistent with the scope set forth in the project amendment 
request.  
 
 
Attachment  
• Resolution E-11-30  
• Findings and Statement of Overriding Considerations  
• Project Location 

 
 



CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 
 

Resolution for Future Consideration of Funding  
03 – Butte County 
Resolution E-11-30       

 
 
1.1 WHEREAS, the City of Chico (City) has completed a Final Environmental Impact 

Report pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the 
CEQA Guidelines for the following project: 

 
• State Route 32 Widening Project 

 
1.2 WHEREAS, the City has certified that the Final Environmental Impact Report has 

been completed pursuant to CEQA and the State CEQA Guidelines for its 
implementation; and 

 
1.3 WHEREAS, the project will widen and improve approximately 2.6 miles of State Route 

32; and 
 

1.4 WHEREAS, the California Transportation Commission, as a Responsible Agency, 
has considered the information contained in the Final Environmental Impact 
Report; and 

 
1.5 WHEREAS, Findings of Fact made pursuant to CEQA guidelines indicate that 

specific unavoidable significant impacts related to biological and visual resources 
make it infeasible to avoid or fully mitigate to a less than significant level the 
effects associated with the project; and 

 
1.6 WHEREAS, the City adopted a Statement of Overriding Considerations for the 

project; and 
 
1.7 WHEREAS, the City adopted a Mitigation Monitoring Program for the project; 

and 
 
1.8  WHEREAS, the above significant effects are acceptable when balanced against the facts 

as set forth in the Statement of Overriding Considerations. 
 
2.1  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the California Transportation 

Commission does hereby accept the Final Environmental Impact Report, Findings of Fact 
and Statement of Overriding Considerations and approve the above referenced project to 
allow for future consideration of funding. 
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