To:

From:

Subject:

Memorandum

CHAIR AND COMMISSIONERS cTC Meeting:  November 3-4, 2010

Reference No.: ~ 2.2C. (10)
Action

BIMLA G. RHINEHART
Executive Director

APPROVAL OF PROJECT FOR FUTURE CONSIDERATION OF FUNDING - NEGATIVE
DECLARATION FOR THE FREEDOM PARK DRIVE AND NORTH WATT AVENUE
BEAUTIFICATION PROJECT

RESOLUTION E-10-96

ISSUE:

Should the Commission, as a Responsible Agency, accept the Negative Declaration (ND) for the
Freedom Park Drive and North Watt Avenue Beautification Project (project) and approve the project
for future consideration of funding?

RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends that the Commission accept the ND and approve the project for future
consideration of funding.

BACKGROUND:

The County of Sacramento (County) is the CEQA lead agency for the project. The project is a 0.85
mile long beautification project. Project improvements include the construction of curbs, gutters,
separated sidewalks with landscaping planter areas, landscaped medians, and the construction of
underground utilities including water, sanitary sewer, and electrical facilities. The project will
benefit the users of Freedom Park Drive by improving traffic safety, beautification of the project
area and improving access and mobility for pedestrians and bicyclists.

On October 28, 2008 the County adopted the ND for the project. The County found no substantial
evidence that the project would have a significant effect on the environment. The Freedom Park
Drive project is estimated to cost $5,765,000 (Construction Phase) and is programmed for funding
with STIP-TE ($2,600,000) funds. Construction is estimated to begin in fiscal year 2010/11.
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CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

Resolution for Future Consideration of Funding
03 — Sacramento County
Resolution E-10-96

WHEREAS, the County of Sacramento (County) has completed a Negative
Declaration pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the
CEQA Guidelines for the following project:

. Freedom Park Drive and North Watt Avenue Beautification Project

WHEREAS, the County has certified that the Negative Declaration has been
completed pursuant to CEQA and the State CEQA Guidelines for its implementation;
and

WHEREAS, the project is a 0.85 mile long beautification project that includes:
curbs, gutters, sidewalks, medians, landscaping, undergrounding utilities, replacement
of water lines and sewer lines; and modification of the signal at the Freedom Park
Drive and Watt Avenue intersection; and

WHEREAS, the California Transportation Commission, as a Responsible Agency,
has considered the information contained in the Negative Declaration; and

WHEREAS, the County found that the proposed project would not have a significant
effect on the environment; and

WHEREAS, the County approved the Negative Declaration.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the California Transportation

Commission does hereby accept the Negative Declaration and approve the above
referenced project to allow for future consideration of funding.
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