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SEISMIC RETROFIT ACCOUNT (LBSRA) PROJECTS, PER LBSRA GUIDELINES
WAIVER-10-19

RECOMMENDATION:

The California Department of Transportation (Department) recommends the California
Transportation Commission (Commission) approve the request by the city of Los Angeles (City) to
extend the period of contract award for the Grand Avenue Viaduct Seismic Retrofit project for
nine months, to December 22, 2010.

ISSUE:

On September 22, 2009, the Department sub-allocated $290,191 to the City for the Grand Avenue
Viaduct Seismic Retrofit project. The City will not be able to award the contract prior to the award
deadline of March 22, 2010, and requests a nine-month time extension to December 22, 2010.

BACKGROUND:

In order to timely obligate the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (Recovery Act)
projects, the City’s Bureau of Engineering directed its priority and staff toward advertising and
awarding Recovery Act funded projects. As a result, other construction-ready projects such as the
Grand Avenue Viaduct Seismic Retrofit could not be advertised until the City staffs were available
to prepare the bid package necessary for advertising the project.

After multiple requests to move forward, a bid package for Grand Avenue Viaduct Seismic
Retrofit project is currently being prepared. The bid proposal will be completed in two months and
then advertised for a period of two months to allow adequate bidding time for the contractors.
Once the bids are opened, an additional five months is needed for the City to review all incoming
bids to determine the lowest responsive contractor for construction work. Therefore, an additional
nine months is requested to advertise and award the construction contract.
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In May 2008, the Commission adopted the LBSRA Guidelines (Resolution LBS1B-G-0708-001),
which requires the agency implementing a project to request a time extension if the project will not
be awarded within 6 months of the sub-allocation date. The LBSRA Guidelines stipulate that the
Commission may approve a waiver to the timely use of funds deadline one time only for up to 20
months.
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