
 
 

Memorandum 
 
 
To:  CHAIR AND COMMISSIONERS Date: April 7-8, 2010 
 
 
From: BIMLA G. RHINEHART File: Book Item 2.2c (10) 
  Executive Director  Action 
 
 
Ref: Mitigated Negative Declaration – Price Canyon Road Widening Project  

(Resolution E-10-27)  
 
 
ISSUE:  Should the Commission, as a Responsible Agency, accept the Mitigated Negative 
Declaration (MND) for the Price Canyon Road Widening Project (project) in San Luis Obispo 
County and approve the project for future consideration of funding? 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends that the Commission accept the MND and 
approve the project for future consideration of funding. 
 
BACKGROUND:  The County of San Luis Obispo (County) prepared the MND to widen Price 
Canyon Road to accommodate new Class II bicycle lanes for a distance of approximately 1.7 
miles between Ormonde Road northward to State Route 227.  The project is located in an 
unincorporated area of the County, approximately eight miles southeast of the City of San Luis 
Obispo and approximately four miles north of Pismo Beach.   
 
The County Board of Supervisors approved the project and adopted the MND on March 15, 
2005.  On November 18, 2008, the County confirmed that “Since the CEQA and NEPA 
documents were approved; there have been no substantial changes in either the project design, or 
in the site conditions.  No new species that could be in the project area have been listed.  No new 
critical habitat has been listed that would affect the project area.  Both the CEQA and NEPA 
document adequately represent the project and its effects on the environment.”   
 
The Initial Study identified impacts related to aesthetics, air quality, biological resources, 
cultural resources, and noise as potentially significant.  The County found that, although the 
proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, there will not be a 
significant effect because revisions in the project were made by or agreed to by the County.  The 
County agreed to incorporate design elements into the proposed project to mitigate potential 
visual impacts; replace oak trees at a 4:1 ratio; incorporate dust abatement procedures; comply 
with local, state, and federal regulations; retain a biological monitor to ensure compliance with 
applicable permit and authorization conditions; retain a qualified archaeologist during 
construction; implement a sedimentation and erosion control plan; provide temporary local 
relocation assistance to residents during nighttime pile driving; implement a traffic management 
plan during construction; and implement a sedimentation, erosion and pollutant control plan.      
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On February 8, 2010, the County provided written confirmation that the scope of work cleared 
through the MND is consistent with the scope of work programmed by the Commission in the 
STIP.   
 
The project is estimated to cost $7,306,440 and is not currently fully funded.  The project is 
anticipated to be funded with Federal ($3,892,440) and State ($3,414,000) funds.  The project is 
estimated to begin construction in fiscal year 2010/11.   
 
Attachments 
• Resolution E-10-27 
• Project Location 
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Resolution for Future Consideration of Funding  
05 – San Luis Obispo 
Resolution E-10-27  

 
 
1.1 WHEREAS, the County of San Luis Obispo (County) has completed a Mitigated 

Negative Declaration  pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) and the CEQA Guidelines for the following project: 

 
• Price Canyon Road Widening  

 
1.2 WHEREAS, the County has certified that the Mitigated Negative Declaration has 

been completed pursuant to CEQA and the State CEQA Guidelines for its 
implementation; and 

 
1.3 WHEREAS, the project will provide new class II bicycle lanes for approximately 1.7 

miles between Ormonde Road and State Route 227 in the unincorporated area of the 
County between the City of San Luis Obispo and Pismo Beach; and 

 
1.4 WHEREAS, the California Transportation Commission, as a Responsible Agency, 

has considered the information contained in the Mitigated Negative Declaration; 
and 

 
1.5 WHEREAS, the County found that all significant or potentially significant impacts can be 

reduced by mitigation measures to a less than significant level; and 
 
1.6 WHEREAS, the County approved the Mitigated Negative Declaration. 
 
2.1  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the California Transportation 

Commission does hereby accept the Mitigated Negative Declaration and approve the 
above referenced project to allow for future consideration of funding. 



 


