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POLICY ADVISORY COMMITTEE (PAC) – MEETING NOTES
Thursday, January 16, 2014


	



Action Items

	Agenda Item
	Action Item
	Responsible Party

	GHG Emission Reduction Strategies
	1) Send PAC link to:
-Final UC study on GHG Emission Reduction
-CFAC Web link
-Caltrans Activities to Address Climate Change
2) Address relationship between vehicle and system efficiency in the CTP. Follow-up with Huasha (SCAG).
3) Share results of UCB VMT evaluation with PAC/TAC.
4) Can UCB study be revised to include transit and grade separations under system efficiencies?  Add strategies to CTP policy discussion for using transit on highways and benefits of grade separations related to GHG reduction.
5) Incorporate Regional Commuter Benefits as a strategy in the CTP.
6) Determine how we can address HOT, HOV, and Transportation System Management (TSM) strategies in the model.
	Caltrans



Caltrans/SCAG

Caltrans
Caltrans/UCB

Caltrans/Jane

Caltrans
Caltrans/Cambridge



1) Introductions and Welcome – Kome Ajise

Laurie Waters (Facilitator)
· Thanked PAC for their continued interest and HCD for hosting the meeting.
· Announced the Tribal Listening Sessions were a success and thanked everyone for their commitment.

Kome Ajise
· Announced highlights since the October 15, 2013 PAC meeting:
· The Governor’s budget is very positive for transportation and provides resources.
· Sustainability performance-based planning and rail modernization are emphasis areas for the Administration.
· The Cap-and-Trade Program is a success and funding is proposed for HSR and SB 375.
· Bruce de Terra is leading the development of the California Freight Mobility Plan (CFMP).
· Work continues on making the CFMP consistent with the CTP.
· The next Freight Advisory Committee Meeting will be held on March 19, 2014.

2) Agenda Review – Pam Korte

· Staff has been working on CTP 2040 sections, including meeting with Caltrans subject matter experts.
· Contract signed with Sacramento University to assist with the CTP 2040 editing and workshop facilitation.
· CTP 2040 fact sheet is complete (handout).
· Working with technical committee and Ron West, Cambridge Systematics, to test strategies in the model.
· UC Berkeley (Transportation Sustainability Research Center) and UC Riverside (Center of Environmental Research and Technology) (UCB Study) is complete.
· UCB Study results provide transportation strategies to reduce VMT and improve system efficiency to reduce GHG emissions from interregional travel.



3) CTP Technical Element Refresher – Gabriel Corley

· Reviewed the CTP 2040 alternatives, strategies, and results.
· CTP has always been a policy document.
· The CTP 2040 will include goods movement policies.
· SB 391 added technical elements on how to meet Executive Order S-03-05 and AB 32 requirements.
· Work continues on developing strategies and a CA transportation demand model.
· Indentified NCHRP strategies for interregional travel.
· TAC meetings are held monthly.

4) GHG Emission Strategies – Pam Korte / Austin Hicks

Pam
· Reviewed the results of the UCB Study.
· Study highlights system efficiencies to reduce GHG emissions from interregional travel.
· The goal of this study is to help us make wise policy decisions.
· Pam, Austin, and Rachel reviewed the draft of the “Near-Term Transportation Energy and Climate Change Strategies:  Interregional Transportation Related GHG Emission Reduction Strategies.” (Handout)
· There were two key deliverables: A literature review and MPO/RTPA interviews.
· ACTION:  When the UCB study is final, Laurie will send the web link to the PAC.

Austin
· Focus of the literature review was on system efficiencies and VMT reduction.
· The study focused on system efficiencies, since compilations of research on VMT reduction are widely available.
· ACTION:  The relationship between vehicle efficiency and system efficiency was discussed.  Huasha (SCAG) suggested addressing the interrelationship of vehicle efficiency and system efficiency in the CTP 2040.
· Study does not include vehicle technology, because this is outside of SB 375. The plan is to use the ARB vision model for vehicle technology.
· The literature review focused on elasticities to help drive assessment on how the CTP can help to reduce GHG.  Further research needs to be done.
· UC Berkeley evaluated the social and political acceptability of each strategy.
· Jacquolyn Duerr (DPH) asked why transit and social equity were not included under system efficiencies.  Rachel Finson (UCB) responded that transit is covered under VMT reduction.
· ACTION:  Austin to talk to Rachel (UCB) about incorporating transit under system efficiencies before finalizing report. Jane Perez from Caltrans Division of Mass Transportation will provide transit strategies to consider on highways.
· Kathleen Derby (SILC) asked if public transportation was addressed in the literature review.  Rachel answered that they did look at freight eco-driving.
· The focus of the CTP 2040 will be on interregional and goods movement strategies to help fill in the gaps of SB 375 and respond to SB 391.
· Half of the MPOs and RTPAs interviewed did not include goods movement strategies in their RTPs.
· Bruce asked for the definition of interregional transit?  Rachel provided an example of commuter rail that runs between regions.
· Bruce:  Neither federal nor state guidelines require us to address freight and goods movement.  SB 375 does not require GHG reductions from freight.
· Bruce:  Studies show that the new regulations are resulting in more efficient and cleaner vehicles.

6) GHG Emission Reduction Strategies Discussion – All
· To meet our 2050 GHG goals, vehicle fuel and technology will be extremely important strategies.
· Austin will be working with the TAC on how to further define the key recommended strategies.
· Bruce:  We need to include goods movement and highway strategies.
· ACTION:  Bruce:  Study did not include grade separations as a GHG reduction strategy under system efficiencies.  Can this be added?
· Bruce:  The Southern California Interregional Gateway (aka SCIG) Project is a great example of a project to reduce bottlenecks.  It is an intermodal facility to improve system efficiency by loading cargo directly onto rail from the port rather than trucking short distances.  This can’t be done without addressing vehicle technology along with social equity.  The problem is many land use issues take place in these low-income communities, so we need to make all modes as clean as possible.
· Automation would improve the air quality and preserve the pavement but also means fewer jobs.
· The UCB study and a Caltrans Climate Change study researched strategies for construction materials.  Reference links provided below:
· The International Journal of Sustainable Transportation, http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/15568318.2011.597910
· Caltrans Activities to Address Climate Change, dated April 2013, Chapter 4, Materials, Concrete and Pavement:  http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/tpp/offices/orip/climate_change/documents/Caltrans_ClimateChangeRprt-Final_April_2013.pdf 
· ACTION:  Pam will provide more details on the ratings of the UCB study at the next PAC meeting.
· Pam:  The CTP goals and policies are very similar to the CFMP.  Information from the CFMP will feed into modeling for the CTP.  The CTP will include policies on goods movement.
· Bruce:  Southern CA ports provide financial incentives for ships to slow down and use cleaner fuels.
· Bruce:  Since many port and rail projects are private projects, they are not included in the RTPs.
· ACTION:  Send PAC the CFAC Web Link:  http://dot.ca.gov/hq/tpp/offices/ogm/cfac1.html
· Goods movement strategy for overweight truck loads is to reduce the number of permits.  There is very little data on this topic.
· Bruce:  We need to shift heavy loads from trucks to rail but there are tradeoffs with any mode shift.
· Wendy:  Need for better land use planning—increase campaigns to produce and buy locally.
· Kome:  Agreed with this strategy, but said it is hard to do globally.
· Katie:  Port of Stockton has increased their production around the port.
· Pam:  Encourage voluntary travel behavior changes.  Grocery stores are now putting signs in the produce department saying “grown locally.”
· Rachel:  Eco-driving is emerging, but the question is how long people will continue to do this.  Need to consider incentives for drivers to eco-drive and use less fuels.
· Europe makes eco-driving a part of the driver training.
· Ron:  Travel models do not incorporate eco-driving; this needs to be an off-model assumption. Eco-driving may be in the next generation models—five to ten years from now.
· Truckers are encouraged to eco-drive; unfortunately, they have financial incentives to deliver faster.
· Need marketing campaigns informing people on how they should drive.
· Kome:  GPS in Caltrans’ vehicles informs the employee’s supervisor if they are speeding.
· Bruce:  Southern CA ports are already providing financial incentives for truckers to drive off-peak/night hours.  This is the best way to maximize traffic congestion around the ports.
· Question asked if the study looked into voluntary programs where employers stagger work hours.
6) 
GHG Emission Reduction Strategies Discussion – All (CONTINUED)
· Rachel:  Did not look at time-of-day travel for this study, but did look at urban consolidation centers to reduce truck congestion.  These logistics facilities are where goods are sorted resulting in a decrease in the number of trucks travelling to the same territory.
· Employer-backed trip reduction strategies, i.e. telecommuting and utilizing satellite offices.
· Urban areas have been very successful with ride share and telecommute programs.
·  Kate:  MTC has a regional policy--employers with over 50 employees have to provide incentives to reduce single driver vehicles.
· Wendy:  Employers offer financial incentives if an employee commutes by biking, walking or taking transit rather than driving and parking.
· ACTION:  SB 1339—Regional Commuter Benefit—requires Bay Area businesses with 50+ employees to offer employees incentives to reduce single-occupant vehicle trips.  This effort has had definite positive impacts.  Link:  http://rideshare.511.org/employers/sb_1339.aspx
· Huasha:  LA used to have no downtown housing, so a majority of employers allowed employees to work at home or local offices.
· Rachel:  The strategy of reducing speed limits had a low public acceptability rating.
· Katie:  Speed limit reductions are put in corridor system management plans.
· Huasha:  Europe is just going ahead and changing the speed limits.
· Wendy:  Suggested we would get increased public acceptability if start speed reductions near senior communities and schools.  We will have to get new state speed reduction laws to encourage this.
· Promote public awareness campaigns on how changing driver behavior results in happier employees.
· Rachel:  It’s all about education to get voluntary driver changes to reduce VMT.  There have been pilot Travel Smart programs in Oregon and England.
· Oregon link:  http://www.portlandoregon.gov/transportation/53762
· Huasha:  We need to educate new drivers by targeting training in the schools.
· People will make changes to improve health and environment, but we need to align these changes with economics and when all three are in alignment the behavior will follow.
· Ron:  Land use planning and low-impact development is part of the policy framework.  We are building on what the regions have done.  This is the biggest message in the current CTP 2025.
· Ron:  Existing travel is in the model, so induced demand is being partially captured.  The statewide model uses a set of land use assumptions provided by the MPOs (general plans are used for rural areas of the State).
· Ron:  Trip generation is handled in the model from induced demand standpoint.  About 50% of the induced demand is being captured.  Future socio-economics is being looked at only for the short-term.  Since we are looking out to 2040-2050, the cost savings is getting lost over time.
· Chris:  Induced demand effects due to pre-existing travel are being addressed, but the effects related to housing, which is 50% of the issues, are not being captured.
· Wherever we use a strategy that increases vehicle capacity, we should note the potential loss of mobility over time.
· ACTION:  Continue discussion of induced travel at next meeting.
· Huasha:  SCAG’s roadway expansion is focused on connectivity to transit, which yields some induced demand locally, although regionally there are much greater performance, social equity, and GHG reduction benefits.
· Surlene:  Sacramento State will be working with the group and on the formatting and editing the CTP 2040 document and conducting the public workshops.



7) Focus Groups and Tribal Listening Sessions – Laurie Waters
· Due to lack of time, this item will be presented at the next meeting.

8) Wrap-up – Pam Korte

· Will have a working lunch at the next PAC meeting to allow extra time for discussion.  Thank you CalCOG!
· Focus of the next meeting:
1) Focus Groups and Tribal Listening Sessions
2) Review CTP 2040 Draft material
3) Finalize list of strategies to be analyzed as part of our future scenarios.  (This will include further discussion of induced demand, bottlenecks and HOV/HOT lanes.)
4) Review draft of California Freight Mobility Plan – Bruce de Terra
· Next Meeting is scheduled Tuesday, February 18, 2014 at SACOG from 9 am to 12:45 pm



	ATTENDANCE

	
	

	NAME
	EXTERNAL PARTNERS

	Bill Higgins
	CALCOG

	Aniss Bahreinan
	California Energy Commission

	Lakeda Huckabay
	California High-Speed Rail Authority

	Kate White
	California State Transportation Agency

	Carrie Pourvahidi
	California Transportation Commission

	Laura Pennebaker
	California Transportation Commission

	Wendy Alfsen
	California Walks

	Ron West
	Cambridge Systematics

	Surlene Grant
	Center for Collaborative Policy, CSUS

	Anda Draghici
	Department of Housing and Community Development

	Linda Wheaton
	Department of Housing and Community Development

	Jacquolyn Duerr
	Department of Public Health

	Joe Xavier
	Department of Rehabilitation (Phone)

	Kamyar Guivetchi
	Department of Water Resources

	Connie Reitman-Solas
	Inter Tribal Council of California (ITCC) (NAAC)

	Josh Meyer
	Local Government Commission

	Justin Horner
	National Resources Defense Council

	Chris Ganson
	Office of Planning and Research (Phone)

	Azadeh Doherty
	Sacramento Area Council of Governments

	Matt Carpenter
	Sacramento Area Council of Governments

	Ted Link-Oberstar
	Senate Staff

	Huasha Liu
	Southern California Association of Governments

	Jonathan Nadler
	Southern California Association of Governments

	Kathleen Derby
	State Independent Living Council (SILC)

	Allison Joe
	Strategic Growth Council

	Liz O'Donoghue
	The Nature Conservancy

	Rachel Finson
	University of California-Berkeley --TSR Center

	Connell Dunning
	US EPA






	ATTENDANCE (CONTINUED)

	
	

	NAME
	CALTRANS

	Katie Benouar
	Caltrans, Chief, Division of Transportation Planning

	Pam Korte
	Caltrans, Chief, Office of State Planning

	Kome Ajise
	Caltrans, Deputy Director, Planning and Modal Program

	Amy Bailey 
	Caltrans, Division of Environmental Analysis

	Amy Golden
	Caltrans, Division of Environmental Analysis

	Brenda Powell-Jones
	Caltrans, Division of Environmental Analysis

	Jane Perez
	Caltrans, Division of Mass Transportation 

	Doug MacIvor
	Caltrans,  Division of Transportation Planning (Phone)

	Rahul Srivastava
	Caltrans, Division of Transportation Planning

	Bruce de Terra
	Caltrans, DOTP, Office of System, Freight, and Rail

	Barry Padilla
	Caltrans, Economic Analysis Branch

	Austin Hicks
	Caltrans, Office of State Planning

	Christian Bushong
	Caltrans, Office of State Planning

	Gabriel Corley
	Caltrans, Office of State Planning

	Laurie Waters
	Caltrans, Office of State Planning

	Mark Barry
	Caltrans, Office of State Planning

	Rose Agacer-Solis
	Caltrans, Office of State Planning

	Ryan Ong
	Caltrans, Office of State Planning

	Terri Bridges
	Caltrans, Office of State Planning

	Sarah Cheseboro
	Caltrans, Office of Travel Forecasting & Analysis (Phone)
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