Fiscal Year 2006/2007
Community-Based Transportation Planning Grants

Los Osos
Access Management
Plan

» Grant Amount: $60,000

> Grant Recipient: San Luis Obispo
County Department of Public
Works

> County: San Luis Obispo

Project Area — A 1.6 mile stretch of Los
Osos Valley Road

Project Focus - ILos Osos is an
unincorporated community in the
County of San ILuis Obispo; it is a
coastal community comprising
approximately 3,000 acres.  The
community of Los Osos is poised to
experience serious growth in the next
ten years. Los Osos Valley Road is the
arterial that runs east-west through the
community. Portions of the corridor
from 9 Street to Los Osos Creek are
already  beginning to  experience
problems with access management. If
this problem is not addressed
proactively, it could negatively impact
the economic growth that the
community is working so diligently to
achieve. Access management would also
lead to median construction on the
street and provide for opportunities for
improved pedestrian flow in the area as
well as provide public
landscaping/gateway.

Project Goals — The purpose of the
project is to conduct a study of access
management options for the portion of
Los Osos Valley Road between 9 Street
and Los Osos Creek in the Community
of Los Osos. This study will not only
examine the practical aspects of access

management, but will also find a way of
achieving this goal while at the same
time creating a gateway to the
community  including  pedestrian
circulation, parking and landscaping
that says “you are now entering Los
Osos — a very special place.” The study
will address current traffic conditions as
well as future possibilities, and will
examine the potential for level of service
Improvements, protection for
pedestrians  and  bicyclists  and
aesthetics. This study will be used to
leverage other funding in the future to
do the environmental and engineering
work.

Community Outreach - Over the
course of this planning project, several
public meetings were held. The

Department made special efforts to
involve the public on this project. These
efforts  included  solicitation  for
attendance and input through the
County’s web site and radio and
newspaper ads.
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Project Outcome- The plan envisions a
Los Osos Valley Road that serves
multiple populations, specifically those
who travel the highway through the
community, those who travel to the
community, and those  seeking
alternative means to commute to work
or partake of the commerce that flanks
much of road. The plan was developed
mindful of retaining the very attributes
that make the Los Osos Valley Road an
extraordinary journey. The Los Osos
Valley Road Corridor Study has been
developed to define a specific set of
guidelines and an overall master plan
that will guide future public
improvements within the Los Osos

Valley Road right-of- way. This study
seeks to strike a balance between traffic
flow maximization for passers-through
and the safety and convenience of
pedestrians, cyclists and local traffic for
whom Los Osos Valley Road is a
community center. The guidelines
reflect a careful analysis of traffic flow
characteristics, including professionally-
generated predictions regarding future
traffic loads and directions. The results,
therefore, include proposed changes to
the design and function of the highway
along the length of the study area, plus
specific  upgrades to the key
intersections with local and community
roads that cross Los Osos Valley Road.

Challenges

> Limited Rights-of-Way- Los Osos Valley Road is an established highway within a largely
fixed right-of-way flanked by development. Therefore most solutions will have to occur
within the existing rights-of-way.

> Los Osos Valley Road as a Regional Link- Los Osos Valley Road must continue to
accommodate non-local traffic passing through Los Osos.

» Los Osos Valley Road Has an Accident History of Concern- Los Osos Valley Road has too
many driveways, unrestricted movements and substandard intersections - as a result there
is a recent and disturbing history of accidents.

Successes

> Some of the Plan’s recommendations include a significant aesthetic upgrade and reflect an
attempt to make the project study area more attractive and provide it with a consistent
personality. Though the relative attractiveness of the study area was not the primary
mission, it is nevertheless a welcome benefit of the organization provided by the proposed
traffic control recommendations when enhanced with Twenty-first Century planning.
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