Transit-Oasis Vision Linked
With TOD Mixed Use

Project

» Grant Recipient: Western Riverside
Council of Governments (WRCOG)
> County: Riverside

Project Area — Western Riverside County

Project Focus — Future growth in
Western Riverside County will place
increasing demands on the available land
and fransportation infrastructure. The
Transit Oasis Study is an initiative for
providing transportation choices for
Western Riverside County. Preserving
the quality of life in Western Riverside
County is dependent upon the mobility and
accessibility of the population to jobs,
housing, and recreational activities. The
proposal linked the County's Transit Oasis
Vision (Vision) with transit-oriented
development in order to optimize
potential means of alleviating some of the
problems related to mobility and
accessibility in Riverside County.

Project Goals- The proposal examined
the benefits of transit-supportive
development in Western Riverside County.
It included site-specific "opportunities
and constraints” analysis for creating
transit-oriented development (TOD) at
each existing and potential rail and bus
rapid transit station. The focus of the
planning effort was on land uses, and
issues and opportunities associated with
implementing the Vision linked with
transit oriented development at these
locations. The proposal also included a
study of the general market conditions

and the economic feasibility of transit-
oriented development at each potential
station area.

Community Outreach — WRCOG
conducted a telephone survey of 1290
residents. Survey participants were
asked to identify what they felt was the
major area of concern for western
Riverside County residents.
Overwhelmingly, tfransportation and
mobility were the top concerns listed.
After a brief definition and explanation
of the pros and cons of transit villages,
participants were asked if they would
support this type of development.
Seventy-nine per cent responded that
they would. Exploring the opportunities
and constraints for each project site
required extensive public outreach to
stakeholders in the form of a three-day
visioning charrette, a half-day
stakeholder workshop, and numerous
presentations to agency boards, city
councils, and planning commissioners.

Project Outcome- The report: Transit
Oriented Development: Factors for
Success in Western Riverside County
includes the research documents and
findings that were developed over the
course of the eighteen-month project. In
many aspects, the report served to
initiate a second look at what a fransit
station can be, and it also encouraged
many jurisdictions to rethink how the
transit station can revitalize the
downtown and create a place of interest.

Planning Goals Realized -

> Encourage efficient development
practices;

> Link housing, transportation, and land-
use planning.




