Infill Development and
Pedestrian Linkage Study

> Grant Recipient: City of Lindsay
> County: Tulare

Project Area - Lindsay City Limits

Project Focus - The City of Lindsay (City)
economy is sustained in large part by the
agriculture industry. The American
Farmland Trust estimates that the United
States is losing one million acres of
agricultural land every year (Bragado,
Corbett, & Sprowls, 1995). Researchers
and policymakers generally agree that
much, if not most, of this loss is due to
suburban sprawl, and with sprawl comes
increased automobile use and commute
time.

Project Goals - To facilitate investment
in older neighborhoods, downtown
districts, and other blighted areas of the
City through innovative infill housing;
provide new and improved pedestrian
linkages from potential infill housing sites
to centers of employment, business,
education, recreation, healthcare, and
public services; improve the jobs/housing
balance in the community by providing a
better selection of attractive, safe,
affordable housing that appeals to
residents and employers; decrease vehicle
travel in the community by locating
housing in the core, walkable areas of the
city; and eliminate unnecessary obstacles
to infill development and pedestrian
linkages in the community.

Community Outreach - As part of the

City's decennial housing element update,

the City manager hosted discussions
throughout 2004 with City staff, the City
Council, representatives of the media, and
other interested members of the
community. These meetings helped the
City identify ways to implement the
findings of an Infill Housing and
Pedestrian Linkage Study. The planned
actions included, but were not limited to
the following: Prepare a summary of the
study in English and Spanish; make the
summary freely available at the City
offices for review by all interested
residents and send copies of the summary
to all project participants; promote infill
and mixed-use housing options to
participants in the City's first-time
homebuyer program.

Project Outcome - The City identified
twelve appropriate sites for adaptive
reuse as single-family, multi-family, or
mixed-use residential development. The
proposed infill projects, when completed,
are projected to add at least 273 single-
family units and 74 multi-family units.

Planning Goals Realized -

> Develop more efficient land use
patterns accommodating a
sufficient housing supply to match
population increases and
workforce needs for the full
spectrum of the population;

> Reduce dependence on single
occupant vehicle trips;

> Foster neighborhoods and project
designs that enable more walking
and biking;

» Minimize impacts on valuable
habitat and productive farmland;

» Reduce traffic congestion and
improve air quality.
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