San Lorenzo Valley Trail

Feasibility Study

6rant Recipient: County of Santa
Cruz/Rails-to-Trails Conservancy
County: Santa Cruz

Project Area - The area of this project is
defined as approximately 15 miles along
the San Lorenzo Valley/State Route 9 (SR
9) corridor between Santa Cruz and
Boulder Creek. Currently there are
virtually no safe alternatives for the many
people who would benefit from such a
trail system, in essence, pedestrians,
bicyclists and hikers, to hame a few.
Additionally, there are no continuous
Class I or ITI facilities for bicyclists along
this corridor.

Project Focus - Travel in the San Lorenzo
Valley using non-motorized modes of
transportation is inhibited due to
absences of bike lanes and shoulders on
SR 9 and by the lack of continuous and
interconnected bicycle and pedestrian
facilities between Santa Cruz and Boulder
Creek. Students from the San Lorenzo
Valley Unified School District and those
from the University of California, Santa
Cruz routinely use the travel lanes on SR
9 to bike or walk to school. There is a
history of bicycle accidents along the
corridor

Project Goals — To identify route(s) for a
multi-use trail through the San Lorenzo
Valley. The project will support
development of a trail that will improve
mobility and transportation choices for a
wider range of users, provide
pedestrian/bicycle/transit linkages, and

diversify the character of transportation
within the communities.

Community Outreach —After extensive
efforts to solicit participation and
comments on the study, and County staff
and stakeholder review of preliminary
concepts, a community meeting was held
on June 2, 2004 to present the findings
of the preliminary trail route assessment.
This information was published on the
consultant’s website and presented at the
community meeting. Articles in area
newspapers highlighted the study and the
availability of the study information. A
draft report was prepared and presented
at a community meeting, and based on
comments received at the meeting or
within a week thereafter, the report was
revised to final form.

Project Outcome - The Final Report of
the study indicates that over 45 miles of
potential routes were evaluated.
Conceptual plans and cost estimates were
prepared for 29 miles, of which any
particular segment can be fully improved
if desired and if sufficient funding can be
acquired. A “rails-to-trails” option was
investigated and rejected due to
insufficient right-of-way. The study
conclusions are based on technical
evaluation of engineering, environmental
and economic feasibility factors, as well
as public comments regarding community
preferences.

Planning Goals Realized -

> Foster neighborhoods and project
designs that enable more walking and
biking;

» Reduce dependence on single occupant
vehicle trips.
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