
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 
  

 

 

Fiscal Year 2001/2002 

Community Based Transportation Planning Grants 


Smart Access 
Community Center 

¾ Grant Recipient: Valley Vision and 
Sacramento Housing and Community 
Development 

¾ County: Sacramento 

Project Area – The Florin Road 
commercial corridor of South 
Sacramento. 

Project Focus – Much of Sacramento 
County (County) has been developed 
around the model of suburban 
subdivisions—large tracts of single-
function land uses such as retail malls, 
office parks, and single-family residential, 
creating a congestion challenge in the 
County. Low density and street patterns 
in the suburban area make it difficult to 
provide viable transit services in these 
areas. 

Project Goals -To plan a Smart 
Community Access Center. This center 
will use a mix of digital networks and 
existing bricks and mortar buildings to 
provide access to work, services, 
technology, resources and transportation.  
The goal is to demonstrate a new, 
affordable way to create the dense 
mixed-use center of a livable community. 

Community Outreach - Five community 
forums were held to introduce the 
Community Resource Connector concept to 
residents, nonprofit and government 
agencies in the Florin Road community and 
to gather valuable feedback.  Three 
residential forums were held, one each in 
English, Spanish, and Hmong; the most 

commonly spoken languages in the 
immediate area.  In each group meeting, 
residents echoed similar suggestions for 
information they believed would help them 
improve their quality of life.  Suggested 
topics included how to use the light rail 
and bus; how to start their own business; 
how to acquire citizenship, and how to 
access language-specific websites via 
links. 

Project Outcome- The Smart Community 
Access Center was born out of a list of 
regional initiatives identified by the 
Regional Action Partnership (RAP). This 
group of community leaders envisioned an 
innovative solution that married 
technology and employment in a tele-work 
center. A feasibility study found the 
proposed tele-work concept to be 
unworkable for the Sacramento Region, 
but recommended a mixed-use “Smart 
Community Access Center” concept that 
would leverage technology and innovation 
and retain the community access of the 
original initiative. The end result was to 
construct a regional website that would 
help provide critical information to the 
Florin Road community, as well as other 
neighborhoods in the Sacramento region. 

Planning Goals Realized -

¾ Reduce dependence on single 
occupant vehicle trips; 

¾ Reduce traffic congestion and 
improve air quality. 

“Caltrans Improves Mobility Across California” 


