State Route 99

Streetscape

» 6rant Recipient: City of Gridley
> County: Butte

Project Area - The eastern portion of
Gridley where State Route 99 bisects the
City.

Project Focus - To improve the frontage
along State Route 99. Land use adjacent
to the highway currently displays an
undesirable community character---
unattractive power poles and a generally
shabby display of buildings that line the
highway right of way. Inaddition, the
area must contend with intermittent
sidewalks.

Project Goals -Take advantage of the
economic potential of the highway setting
by planning beautification of the project
area. Attract businesses that will provide
badly needed local jobs by developing a
sense of place---a streetscape design to
serve as a guide for economic growth.
Consider compatible land uses to guide
and promote suitable businesses that are
designed to integrate the highway and the
community.

Community Outreach - Because the City
is approximately 40% Hispanic,
advertisements for the design process
were published in Spanish as well as in
English. Design professionals competent
in the Spanish language were chosen as
part of the design team, and efforts were
made to coordinate with the Hispanic
community directly. Members of Gridley's
Business Improvement District, many who

own and operate businesses along the
Highway 99 corridor, as well as other
community groups, were invited to
participate in the planning process. Flyers
were posted and public service
announcements were made on radio and
television. The general public was included
in the events to voice concerns and issues.
The final step of the Public Participation
Plan invited all interested citizens to
public hearings for the presentation of
the final project report and
recommendations.

Project Outcome- The streetscape design
will help preserve and enhance the
capacity, safety and economic viability of
this corridor by promoting a walkable,
welcoming, human-scaled environment for
State Route 99 through Gridley. That
underlying effort was accomplished by
embracing the community visions and
goals.

Planning Goals Realized -

> City Development standards such
as landscaping, building setbacks,
pedestrian improvements and
architectural details were
changed to reflect the design
suggestions;

> Acceptance was not widespread
until projects utilizing the new
standards were implemented. Now
it is well received:;

> Some elements (i.e. roundabouts)
of the streetscape design may not
be feasible as proposed and may
not be possible to implement in
the foreseeable future;

> The Plan can be accessed via the
internet at:
http://www.gridley.ca.us/documen
ts/planning/highway99_redesign/i
ndex.php
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