Humboldt Land Use, Livable
Communities, and Transportation
Planning Grant

6rant Recipient: Humboldt County
Community Development Services
/Humboldt County Association of
Governments

County: Humboldt

Project Area - Humboldt County is
located in the northwest portion of the
State of California. U. S. Route 101,
which runs north south from Olympia,
Washington to Mexico, traverses Eureka,
the county seat and largest community in
the project area.

Project Focus -Route 101 is the main
north south corridor for local, regional
and inter-community traffic. People who
live north and south of Eureka use Route
101 to reach jobs in the central area of
town. Congestion has recently occurred
as a result of growth and increased truck
through traffic has had a negative impact
on the Route 101 corridor. Currently, the
transportation system is very auto-
oriented due to growth in the outlying
areas

Project Goals - Assemble a multi-
jurisdictional workgroup to engage in long-
term land use planning. Expand the travel
forecasting capabilities for
transportation and land use planning.
Develop livability factors, particularly
those that encourage non-motorized
transportation.

Community Outreach - Humboldt Land
Use, Communities, and Transportation
Planning is actually phase ITI of the County
General Plan. Community outreach will
pickup where phase T left off. At the
conclusion of phase I, Humboldt County
had mailed a General Plan Update
Newsletter, held seven regional
community meetings, held meetings with
twenty diverse organizations, convened
two Native American tribal summits,
developed an up to date interactive
website and created a database with over
700 people who receive the mailings.
Public participation in phase IT will involve
newsletters, public hearings and
workshops and continued coordination
with the tribes and cities.

Project Outcome- The outcome of the
project is a new travel demand-
forecasting model. The new model will
provide more information on peak period
and zone-to-zone travel. It will be more
sensitive to the location of future growth,
allowing planners and decision makers to
test livable community options. The new
TDF model will be used in the update of
the County's General Plan and to generate
traffic volume forecasts and other travel
demand data for various planning and
engineering studies.

Planning Goals Realized -

> Foster neighborhoods and project
designs that enable more walking and
biking;

> Reduce dependence on single occupant
vehicle trips;

> Reduce traffic congestion and improve
air quality.




