Active Transportation and Livable Communities (ATLC)

Advisory Group Meeting

Thursday, November 19, 2009 – 1:00 PM – 3:30 PM

California Department of Transportation, Headquarters

Director’s Board Room 2116 - 1120 N Street, Sacramento, CA

Meeting Summary Notes

1. Welcome and Introductions
Tom Neumann, Caltrans Transportation Planning, opened the November 19, 2009 meeting and requested introductions from the members present and on the telephone.

	ATTENDANCE

	External Agencies

Gregg Albright, Business Transportation and Housing Agency

Wendy Alfsen, California Walks

Anne Geraghty, WALK Sacramento

Barb Alberson, California Department of Public Health

Jim Barross, CA Bicycle Coalition (via telephone)

Bob Planthold, California Pedestrian Advisory Committee

Laura Cohen, Rails-to-Trails Conservancy – Western Region

Jacquolyn Duerr, Department of Public Health

Kate Wright, Local Government Commission

Chris Morfas, Sacramento Metro Air Quality Management District

Sabrina Means, California Transit Association (via telephone)

Larry Rillera, California Energy Commission

Jacob Orenberg, California Energy Commission

Lianne Dillon, Institute for Local Government League of California Cities

	Caltrans
Martin Tuttle, Deputy Director for Planning and Modal Programs

Tom Neumann, Transportation Planning

Sharon Scherzinger, Acting Division Chief, Transportation Planning

Carolyn Dudley, Design, Landscape Architecture

Steve Takigawa, Division Chief, Maintenance

Jane Perez, Acting Division Chief, Mass Transportation

Terri Bridges, Transportation Planning

Chris Ratekin, Management Liaison

Mark Samuelson, Transportation Systems Information

Ken DeCrescenzo, Federal Relations Representative

MaryBeth Herritt, Design

Kevin Herritt, Design

Pam Korte, State Planning

Maggie O’Mara, Design

Jila Priebe, Mass Transportation

Jorge Rivas, Transportation Planning

Scott Sauer, Mass Transportation

Mike Kent, District 11 (via Telephone)

Brad Mettam, District 9, Deputy Director (via telephone)

Armao Colette, Aeronautics

Jorge Rivas, Transportation Planning

Jennifer Duran, District 3 (via telephone)


2. Opening Comments
Martin (Marty) Tuttle, Deputy Director for Planning and Modal Programs, introduced Sharon Scherzinger as the new acting Division Chief for Transportation Planning and Jane Perez, from District 10, as the new acting Division Chief for Mass Transportation.  Sharon is replacing Joan Sollenberger, who was recently appointed as the Deputy Director of the Urban Land Use and Transportation Center (ULTRANS) in Davis.

3. California Interregional Blueprint
Pam Korte, Transportation Planning, provided an update on the California Interregional Blueprint effort.  She reviewed the California Transportation Plan (CTP) 2035/California Interregional Blueprint (CIB) Process Graphic and the CIB Background Paper, which were provided as handouts.  Pam said that the CIB will help us respond to recent State legislation (SB 391) that will apply to next update of the CTP in 2015.

CTP workshops are scheduled for February and March 2010.  Mike McCoy, ULTRANS Director and the Consultant at UC Davis, will be preparing an initial assessment, including maps, of the various State and regional plans to be included in the CIB.  Marty Tuttle said we need to share data and use local efforts to conserve resources and to achieve better results.

Future Agenda Item:

· There were several comments and questions on how we plan to model and integrate all modes of travel.  Pam suggested we invite Coco Briseno, Division of Transportation Systems Information, to the next ATLC meeting to address Caltrans’ Model Improvement Plan.

4. DD-64-R1 Complete Streets Implementation

Chris Ratekin, Management Liaison, provided a brief update on the Complete Streets Implementation.  Updates were also provided by the following Caltrans staff:

· Kevin Herritt, Design, plans to have the draft Highway Design Manual Revision ready for review and comment in January 2010.

· Mary Beth Herritt, Design, said the draft Project Development Procedures Manual Revision of Chapter 8 will be ready for circulation January 2010.
· Steve Takigawa, Maintenance, said draft work on the State Highway Operations Protection Program (SHOPP) Fact Sheet will begin after all the recommendations are received.  A list of SHOPP Programs is attached.

· Mark Samuelson, Transportation System Information (TSI) - Data Collection and Performance Measures effort will focus on making improvements and enhancements to existing information gathering and analysis techniques.

5. Smart Mobility Framework

Chris Ratekin, Management Liaison, said they are making the final edits to the Smart Mobility Framework document, which will then go through a final internal review.  The updated draft will be posted after approval for distribution. (http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/tpp/offices/ocp/smf.html).

6. Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) Guideline Revision 

Garth Hopkins, Transportation Planning, reviewed the 2010 RTP Guidelines Update Process flowchart (attached).  The final comments are due the end of January 2010.  The revised RTP guidelines will be on the California Transportation Commission (CTC) meeting agenda on February 24-25 in Sacramento for the northern region and final adoption will be made at the April 7-8, 2010 in Irvine, after the hearings for the southern region.  The guidelines will be updated again approximately one year from now when the federal reauthorization bill is passed, and perhaps again after the SB 375 “clean up” bill is passed.

Garth asked the regional agencies to look at the documents listed below and incorporate them in their regional transportation plans.

· The RTP Guidelines and Handbook: http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/tpp/offices/orip/rtp/
· Context Sensitive Solutions:  http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/oppd/context/index.htm
· Smart Mobility Framework:  http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/tpp/offices/ocp/smf.html
· Complete Streets:  http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/tpp/offices/ocp/complete_streets.html
The draft guidelines contain a section on complete streets.  Some regions have asked why it is needed.  The most recent RTP guidelines, dated December 26, can be found on the CTC’s website  http://catc.ca.gov/programs/rtp.htm.  The updated version will be posted shortly after November 23.

Action Item:

· Garth suggested ATLC members write letters of support to Susan Branson at the California Transportation Commission (susan_branson@dot.ca.gov) before the December 9-10, 2009 commission meeting to let the Commission know your support for adding Context Sensitive Solutions and Complete Streets in the RTP guidelines.

7. Project Initiation Document (PID) Strategic Plan and Streamlining

Sharon Scherzinger, Acting Chief, Division of Transportation Planning, reported that in February 2009 the Legislative Analyst Office (LAO) looked at the budget and the PID process with a very critical eye.  The Department has been instructed by the LAO to reduce the PID staff by one-quarter percent (400 PYs to 300 PYs).  We need to look at what areas are willing to accept the risk.  A strategic planning study is being conducted to find areas where we can streamline.  The final recommendations are due mid-January 2010.

8. National Household Travel Survey with the California Add-On
Mark Samuelson, TSI, said California purchased an additional 18,000 add-on surveys under the National Household Travel Survey that were collected between April/May 2009.  The raw data, which will be available on November 30 for downloading, is currently being sent to the MPOs and RTPAs.  Mark said the big question now is who is going to analyze the data.

Pam Korte said that Ann Mahaney, formerly in the Office of State Planning, along with Richard Haggstrom in Traffic Operations, secured funds for this effort in working with the Blueprint for Walking and Bicycling Steering Committee.  The purpose of the add-on surveys was to collect data to establish a baseline for bicycling and walking trips.  This data was then passed off to TSI to provide broad access to the information and to ensure that it becomes part of the Department's core data.

Future Agenda Item:
· Pam suggested that Nathan and Traffic Operations staff are more knowledgeable about this effort, provide an update at the February 18, 2010 ATLC meeting.
9. Healthy Transportation Network Update
Barb Alberson, Department of Public Health and Laura Cohen, Rails-to-Trails Conservancy, gave a Healthy Transportation Network (HTN) PowerPoint presentation (attached).  The HTN was a TE-funded statewide partnership of the CA Dept of Public Health, Rails-to-Trails, California Bike Coalition, California Walks, and Local Government Commission.  The current project involves two components:  provision of regional and local training to safe walking and bicycling (e.g., presentations to employers about how to safely navigate through traffic when commuting to work by bicycle) and surveying the bike and pedestrian related training that Caltrans offers its staff.  This effort began in 2007 but was interrupted by a contract delay, and is now being restarted with updating the interviews.  Laura Cohen, Rails-to-Trails Conservancy, spoke about the Learning Management System (LMS) courses that Caltrans offers.  This is an intranet listing of available training workshops for Caltrans employees.  Laura discovered that people were often unaware of trainings offered by other offices.

Action Item:
· Marty Tuttle said he would send a letter to encourage Caltrans staff to be responsive when they are called for an interview.  Laura Cohen will prepare the initial draft letter.

10. Strategic Growth Council Update

Gregg Albright, Business Transportation and Housing Agency, presented the Strategic Growth Council update.  Gregg said we need to inform the USEPA and the DOT on what it takes to implement sustainable communities.  Anne Geraghty, WALK Sacramento, said we need to look at the institutional barriers, such as the CTC, and inform them that we need to represent all modes.  A meeting handout was provided entitled Strategic Growth Council (SB 732).

11. Open Discussion
Tom Neumann stated at the August 2009 ATLC meeting, Anna Marie Young, Governor’s Office of Planning & Research (OPR), had provided an updated draft Complete Streets language for the General Plan Guidelines Update pursuant to SB 1358.  Tom provided handouts of OPR’s draft “General Plan Guidelines Climate Change Supplement - Circulation Element Chapter” (attached).

12. Next Steps and Closing Remarks

There being no further comments, the meeting adjourned at 3:35 pm.

2010 Meeting Schedule – February 18, May 20, August 19, November 18, 1:00 pm to 3:30 pm, Caltrans Headquarters - Room 2116

Caltrans Contacts

Tom Neumann – 916-651-6882   Terri Bridges – 916-654-3419
Handouts and Attachments:

Item 3 – California Transportation Plan 2035/California Interregional Blueprint Process Graphic Item 3 – California Interregional Blueprint

Item 4 – Complete Streets – SHOPP Programs

Item 6 – 2010 RTP Guidelines Update Process

Item 6 – Information can be found on the following websites:

· RTP Guidelines and Handbook: http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/tpp/offices/orip/rtp/
· Context Sensitive Solutions:  http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/oppd/context/index.htm
· Smart Mobility Framework:  http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/tpp/offices/ocp/smf.html
· Complete Streets:  http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/tpp/offices/ocp/complete_streets.html
Item 9 – HTN PowerPoint Presentation - http://opr.ca.gov/sch/pdfs/Overview-GC.pdf
Item 9 – HTN Training Workshop - December 2, 2009 at Fresno COG

Item 10 – Strategic Growth Council (SB 732):http://opr.ca.gov/sch/pdfs/Overview-GC.pdf
Item 11 – Circulation Element Chapter – General Plan Guidelines Climate Change Supplement
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