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  Sutter County Economic Forecast

Sutter County, the birthplace of the seedless grape, is 
located along the Sacramento River in the Central Valley of 
California.    Sutter County has a population of 95,878 people 
and 28,100 wage and salary jobs.  The per capita income in 
Sutter County is $28,646, and the average salary per worker 
is $36,839. 

In 2007, 19 total wage and salary jobs were created in 
Sutter County, implying a growth rate of 0.1 percent.  Employ-
ment in the non-farm sector declined 1.0 percent.  Employment 
in the farm sector increased 7.9 percent.  The unemployment 
rate remained constant at 9.0 percent in 2007.

The principal industries that are producing jobs in Sut-
ter County in 2007 are manufacturing, and transportation. The 
manufacturing sector added 717 jobs, an increase of 33.3 
percent. The transportation sector created 6 jobs, an increase of 
1.2 percent.  Retail trade lost 492 jobs, a decline of 9.3 percent. 
Leisure services lost 233 jobs, while construction lost 263 jobs. 
The farm sector accounts for 13 percent of total employment 
in the county, while the public sector contributes 17 percent of 
all wage and salary jobs.

The population grew in Sutter County at a rate of 2.2 
percent from January 2007 to January 2008.  Approximately 
two thirds of the county population resides in Yuba City, which 
grew by 2.1 percent last year. 

Forecast Highlights

• Job growth is forecast to increase 2.2 percent in 2008, and 
is expected to average 2.5 percent per year over the next 
five years.  Non-farm job growth averages 2.4 percent.

• Average salaries adjusted for inflation are currently below 
the California state average. Salaries are expected to remain 
below the state average over the forecast period.  However, 
adjusted for inflation, average salaries are expected to 
decline an average of 0.3 percent per year over the next 
5 years. 

• Between 2008 and 2012, prominent employment growth 
will occur in education and healthcare services, wholesale 
and retail trade, professional services, leisure services and 
government. These sectors account for virtually all net job 
creation in the county over the next five years.

• The population will continue to grow, and at a faster rate 
than the state average.  Annual growth in the 2008 to 2012 
period averages 2.5 percent per year.

• Net migration will decline to 1,451 people in 2008.  Over 
the next five years average net migration will average 1,540 
net migrants per year.

• Real per capita incomes are forecast to decline 0.4 percent 
in 2008.  Over the next five years real per capita incomes 
are forecast to decline 0.1 percent per year.

• Total taxable sales, adjusted for inflation, are forecast to 
rise 3.9 percent in 2008.  Over the next five years real 
taxable sales growth is forecast to average a healthy 3.0 
percent per year.

• Industrial production is forecast to increase by 4.3 percent 
in 2008.  From 2008 to 2012, the growth rate of industrial 
production is expected to average 4.4 percent per year.
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 Net Registered New Homes Total Taxable	 Personal	 Real Per	 Inflation Rate	 Real Farm	 Real Industrial	 Unemploy-
 Population Migration Vehicles	 Households Permitted Sales	 Income	 Capita Income	 (% change	 Crop Value	 Production	 ment Rate
 (people) (people) (thousands)	 (thousands)	 (homes) (billions) (billions)	 (dollars)	 in CPI)	 (millions)	 (millions)	 (percent)

1997 76,420 953 65.9	 27.3 246 $0.74	 $1.62 $28,584	 3.4 373.4 271.4 15.3
1998 76,891 -142 69.7	 27.6 208 $0.77	 $1.73 $29,454	 3.2 350.3 255.5 15.6
1999 78,034 642 72.0	 27.8 183 $0.85	 $1.88 $30,213	 4.2 435.4 313.6 13.1
2000 79,499 997 74.2	 27.0 249 $1.02	 $1.94 $29,245	 4.5 407.8 343.6 9.4
2001 80,829 877 77.5	 27.2 447 $1.01	 $2.01 $28,314	 5.4 300.9 335.9 9.8
2002 82,811 1,422 81.8	 27.7 658 $1.04	 $2.09 $28,281	 1.6 325.8 296.2 11.1
2003 85,268 1,829 82.2	 28.2 991 $1.12	 $2.21 $28,545	 1.8 331.1 302.0 11.2
2004 87,439 1,570 88.6	 28.8 1,300 $1.24	 $2.37 $29,464	 1.2 325.2 284.2 10.6
2005 89,970 1,788 90.5	 29.8 1,328 $1.40	 $2.44 $28,963	 2.0 318.2 311.5 9.7
2006 92,715 2,043 92.6	 31.0 360 $1.43	 $2.57 $28,677	 3.2 370.6 291.8 9.0
2007 95,516 1,892 93.3	 31.6 276 $1.47	 $2.74 $28,646	 3.3 377.9 398.1 9.0
2008 97,935 1,451 95.2	 31.9 191 $1.56	 $2.89 $28,538	 3.3 379.4 415.3 9.8
2009 100,086 1,200 97.2	 32.1 293 $1.64	 $3.01 $28,497	 2.2 383.0 428.7 9.7
2010 102,509 1,481 99.3	 32.4 390 $1.72	 $3.14 $28,514	 1.9 384.4 446.2 9.4
2011 105,171 1,699 101.5	 32.8 481 $1.80	 $3.29 $28,514	 2.0 380.0 467.9 9.1
2012 108,036 1,881 103.7	 33.3 548 $1.89	 $3.45 $28,521	 2.0 375.9 492.8 9.0
2013 110,854 1,811 106.0	 33.8 578 $1.97	 $3.62 $28,602	 2.1 372.6 519.1 8.9
2014 113,661 1,790 108.4	 34.4 594 $2.07	 $3.81 $28,766	 2.0 368.2 546.0 8.8
2015 116,632 1,941 110.7	 35.0 619 $2.16	 $4.02 $28,929	 2.1 363.9 573.1 8.5
2016 119,477 1,795 113.0	 35.6 622 $2.27	 $4.23 $29,142	 2.0 360.0 600.1 8.2
2017 122,348 1,816 115.4	 36.2 628 $2.38	 $4.45 $29,293	 2.1 352.5 624.8 8.2
2018 125,249 1,834 117.6	 36.9 677 $2.49	 $4.68 $29,482	 2.1 347.2 652.6 8.0
2019 128,120 1,792 119.9	 37.6 720 $2.61	 $4.90 $29,570	 2.1 342.5 679.4 7.8
2020 130,844 1,638 122.1	 38.3 750 $2.72	 $5.11 $29,632	 2.0 337.8 705.4 7.6
2021 133,516 1,585 124.2	 39.0 771 $2.85	 $5.36 $29,686	 2.4 329.0 730.5 7.4
2022 136,328 1,721 126.3	 39.8 800 $2.99	 $5.61 $29,705	 2.5 323.0 750.4 7.2
2023 139,406 1,969 128.5	 40.6 837 $3.12	 $5.86 $29,627	 2.5 314.7 769.4 7.1
2024 142,454 1,919 130.6	 41.5 893 $3.25	 $6.12 $29,565	 2.3 310.4 786.4 6.9
2025 145,561 1,976 132.6	 42.3 895 $3.39	 $6.39 $29,521	 2.4 305.3 802.0 6.7
2026 148,791 2,090 134.7	 43.2 887 $3.54	 $6.67 $29,435	 2.4 299.8 819.8 6.5
2027 151,840 1,896 136.7	 44.1 882 $3.69	 $6.96 $29,393	 2.5 294.1 840.0 6.4
2028 154,989 2,008 138.6	 45.0 900 $3.86	 $7.29 $29,365	 2.7 286.3 859.5 6.3
2029 157,972 1,831 140.6	 45.9 907 $4.03	 $7.62 $29,352	 2.7 281.0 881.6 6.1
2030 160,758 1,643 142.5	 46.8 900 $4.21	 $7.97 $29,408	 2.6 275.6 904.3 6.0

Sutter County Economic Forecast 
1997-2007 History, 2008-2030 Forecast
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	 Total Wage  	 Manufac- Transportation Wholesale &	 Financial	 Professional		  Health &		
 & Salary Farm Construction	 turing & Utilities Retail Trade	 Activities	 Services	 Information	 Education	 Leisure	 Government
  -------------------------------------------------------------------------------employment (thousands of jobs)---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1997 23.1 4.30 1.06	 1.83 0.58 4.18	 0.83 1.24	 0.20 2.21 1.83 3.77
1998 23.3 4.23 0.97	 1.81 0.59 4.38	 0.84 1.23	 0.20 2.39 1.80 3.78
1999 24.1 4.08 1.03	 2.01 0.66 4.54	 0.93 1.36	 0.20 2.48 1.92 3.83
2000 25.0 4.01 1.18	 2.07 0.63 4.62	 0.96 1.47	 0.20 2.63 1.97 4.17
2001 25.9 3.84 1.44	 2.25 0.63 4.81	 1.00 1.45	 0.20 2.87 2.16 4.07
2002 25.9 3.51 1.40	 1.69 0.66 5.23	 1.03 1.58	 0.20 3.22 2.36 3.93
2003 26.5 3.83 1.43	 1.64 0.61 5.25	 1.02 1.78	 0.20 3.22 2.30 4.23
2004 26.3 3.84 1.50	 1.59 0.53 4.86	 0.99 1.94	 0.20 3.29 2.13 4.44
2005 26.0 3.58 1.52	 1.48 0.48 5.03	 0.97 2.06	 0.20 3.37 2.10 4.41
2006 28.1 3.34 1.64	 1.43 0.49 5.78	 1.07 2.37	 0.20 3.82 2.35 4.56
2007 28.1 3.61 1.38	 2.15 0.50 5.28	 1.03 2.37	 0.20 3.82 2.12 4.56
2008 28.7 3.81 1.21	 2.14 0.52 5.24	 1.00 2.34	 0.20 3.93 2.57 4.68
2009 29.4 3.96 1.26	 2.14 0.55 5.31	 0.99 2.40	 0.20 4.04 2.69 4.80
2010 30.2 4.08 1.37	 2.15 0.60 5.40	 0.99 2.47	 0.20 4.14 2.80 4.94
2011 31.1 4.17 1.40	 2.16 0.66 5.51	 0.99 2.56	 0.21 4.27 2.93 5.15
2012 31.9 4.23 1.43	 2.16 0.71 5.61	 1.00 2.65	 0.21 4.41 3.06 5.36
2013 32.7 4.28 1.45	 2.16 0.77 5.70	 1.00 2.73	 0.21 4.54 3.18 5.59
2014 33.5 4.31 1.47	 2.15 0.82 5.80	 1.01 2.81	 0.21 4.67 3.30 5.83
2015 34.3 4.34 1.48	 2.14 0.87 5.89	 1.02 2.89	 0.21 4.80 3.42 6.07
2016 35.1 4.35 1.49	 2.15 0.92 5.99	 1.02 2.97	 0.22 4.93 3.54 6.32
2017 35.8 4.36 1.49	 2.15 0.96 6.09	 1.03 3.04	 0.22 5.04 3.66 6.57
2018 36.5 4.37 1.50	 2.14 1.00 6.17	 1.03 3.11	 0.22 5.18 3.75 6.81
2019 37.1 4.37 1.52	 2.14 1.04 6.26	 1.03 3.18	 0.22 5.33 3.83 7.03
2020 37.8 4.37 1.55	 2.12 1.08 6.34	 1.03 3.25	 0.22 5.48 3.90 7.23
2021 38.5 4.37 1.57	 2.11 1.13 6.43	 1.03 3.31	 0.22 5.67 3.98 7.41
2022 39.2 4.36 1.59	 2.11 1.17 6.52	 1.04 3.38	 0.22 5.90 4.06 7.60
2023 39.9 4.35 1.61	 2.11 1.22 6.60	 1.05 3.45	 0.22 6.13 4.14 7.77
2024 40.7 4.34 1.64	 2.10 1.26 6.67	 1.06 3.53	 0.23 6.35 4.23 7.96
2025 41.4 4.34 1.68	 2.10 1.30 6.75	 1.07 3.60	 0.23 6.56 4.33 8.16
2026 42.1 4.33 1.70	 2.10 1.33 6.82	 1.08 3.68	 0.23 6.75 4.44 8.35
2027 42.8 4.32 1.70	 2.10 1.36 6.89	 1.09 3.75	 0.23 6.93 4.55 8.54
2028 43.5 4.31 1.69	 2.10 1.39 6.96	 1.10 3.82	 0.24 7.10 4.69 8.73
2029 44.2 4.30 1.70	 2.10 1.42 7.03	 1.11 3.89	 0.24 7.27 4.83 8.92
2030 44.9 4.29 1.70	 2.10 1.45 7.10	 1.13 3.96	 0.24 7.45 4.97 9.11

Sutter County Employment Forecast 
1997-2007 History, 2008-2030 Forecast

1.2

1.4

1.6

1.8

2.0

2.2

2.4

1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030

Manufacturing Employment

1990 - 2030
thousands  
of jobs

1.0

1.5

2.0

2.5

3.0

3.5

4.0

1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030

Employment in Professional Services
1990 - 2030

thousands 
of jobs



204

-8

-6

-4

-2

0

2

4

6

8

10

1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030

Real Retail Sales Growth

1990 - 2030

percent
change

40

60

80

100

120

140

160

1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030

Number of Registered Vehicles
1990 - 2030

thousands
of vehicles

-12

-8

-4

0

4

8

12

16

20

24

28

32

36

1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030

Real Industrial Production

1990 - 2030

average annual
percent change Industrial and Farm Production Indices

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

400

450

1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030

1990 - 2030

inflation adjusted
index (1990=100)

Farm

Industrial

forecast

0

200

400

600

800

1,000

1,200

1,400

1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030

New Residential Units

1990 - 2030

units
permitted

Real Earnings Per Worker 

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030

1990 - 2030

thousands of
constant 2007
dollars per worker

California

Sutter County

forecast


