STATE OF CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (Caltrans)

Chain Requirements

Revised 1/16 . L
evised 1/ Vehicles are permitted in chain control areas when

equipped with chains or Automatic Traction Device
(ATD)asindicated. Tiretractiondevicesaredefined
in the California Vehicle Code (VC) Section 605 which
include conventional link-type tire chains and cable
chains, as well as other less conventional devices.
Whentheterm “chains”isusedhere,itmeansany
“tire traction device” (not necessarily link type chain)
which meetstherequirementsof(VC) Section605.

CHAINS
REQUIRED

Vehicleswithcablechainsaswellasotherless
conventional devices are legal in California. However,
thesemayberestrictedattimesduetolocalconditions.

Minimumlegaltread depthformudandsnowtiresis6/32 ofaninch.
CaltransandtheCaliforniaHighway Patrol (CHP), reservetherightto
prohibit any vehicle from entering a chain control area when it's determined
thatthe tractiondevicesdonotmeetthe requirements of (VC) section605.
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mm==_Driving axle

—— Non-driving axle
WheelwithchainsorATD
WheelwithnochainsorATD
Driveaxlemustbechained.
Chainsontrailersmaybestaggeredfront
and back.

Caltransand CHP mayrequirechainson
all drive wheels if conditions warrant. &

@ Both axles must be chained (four wheels with 7%
chains or ATD).
% Chainsrequiredoninsidedual(ifpossible).
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NOTES

oAllvehicles,including fourwheelorallwheel drive vehicles
must carry chains upon entering a chain control area.

oAllvehicles,includingfourwheel drivevehicles that
aretowing trailersmusthave chainsononedrive axle.

o Trailerswithbrakesmusthavechainsononeaxle.

o) Frontwheeldrivevehiclesmusthave
chainson front (drive) axle.

o Onanysemi-trailer, onlyone setofchainsis
required regardless of number of axles.

o) Chainsarenotrequiredontagaxle.

oTrucks or tractors equipped with super singles, chains
arerequiredonalldrivewheels.

or || Acceptable on either axle of semi-trailers.
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BUSES/RECREATIONAL VEHICLES

(Articulated buses must also chain outside wheels of last axle.)
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Tractor and Semi-trailer Single Dr.

Tractor, Semi-trailer,and Trailer Type 3-5-1-T-2
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TruckandTrailerType 3-T-30r 3-T-2

The following truck may be restricted when chains are required:
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Tractor, Semi-trailer,and Trailer Type 2-S-1-T-2



http://www.yoursmart.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/CHPTraction.pdf

