
Technical Report Documentation Page

1. REPORT No. 2. GOVERNMENT ACCESSION No. 3. RECIPIENT'S CATALOG No.

A Factfinding Study OnThe Effects Of Grooved And Textured
Pavements On Motorcyclists

4. TITLE AND SUBTITLE

March 1973
5. REPORT DATE

6. PERFORMING ORGANIZATION

7. AUTHOR(S)
8. PERFORMING ORGANIZATION REPORT No.

9. PERFORMING ORGANIZATION NAME AND ADDRESS 10. WORK UNIT No.

11. CONTRACT OR GRANT No.

12. SPONSORING AGENCY NAME AND ADDRESS
13. TYPE OF REPORT & PERIOD COVERED

14. SPONSORING AGENCY CODE

15. SUPPLEMENTARY NOTES

Summary:

Motorcyclists find some sections of grooved and textured pavements uncomfortable riding. They insist that such pavements
are hazardous and want advance warning signs and alternatives to grooving and textured pavements.

The Department of Public Works has conducted rideability studies and finds grooved and textured pavements can cause
uncomfortable riding with some combinations of motorcycles and tires, but certainly not to the point of being hazardous.

Accident statistics support the rideability tests. The increase in motorcycle accidents on grooved sections has been 10% per
30-month study period, while motorcycle registrations statewide and motorcycle accidents on ungrooved freeways have increased
an average 22% during corresponding study periods.

The Department of Public Works has undertaken research to find means of strengthening and lengthening the surface life of
pavements and thus lessen the need for grooving and heavily textured pavements.
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