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Issue/Problem Statement

The Standard Specification for Section 37-1, 37-2 and 37-3 are in need of revision to include
updated current terminology, practice and Industry standards. Section 37 needs to be reviewed
for consistency and were possible rewritten to provide consistent requirements for seal coats
such as for aggregate quality characteristics. For improved quality both contractor quality
control requirements and acceptance criteria need to be included in the Section 37 specifications.

Background

For the 2010 Standard Specifications Section 37 was rewritten in plain language and standard
special provisions were moved into the 2010 Standard Specifications including Section 37-4
Parking Area Seals and Section 37-5 Crack Treatment. The technical content of Section 37 was
not reviewed and updated as part of the 2010 Standard Specifications development. In 2013
Section 37-2 of the Standard Specifications was reorganized and published as a revised standard
specification but no technical changes were made.

Section 37-1, 37-2 1nd 37-3 had not been thoroughly reviewed for technical content over the past
3-5 years. As part of the reorganization of Section 37-2 in 2013 the specification was submitted
to Industry for review and comment through the PPTG Seal Coat Sub Task Group. During
Industry’s review of the Section 37-2 reorganization, questions and concerns were raised about
the technical content of Section 37-1, 2 and 3. A complete review of sections 37-1, 2 and 3 is
needed to update, standardize and streamline the specification. Industry has started to review
and comment on sections needing technical correction. In addition, as part of the 2015 Standard
Specification Caltrans has established new requirements that technical specification must have a
Quality Assurance section that contain provisions for Quality Control and Acceptance Criteria
which should be part of the Section 37 update.

There are several test methods used in Section 37 that are also in need of updating based on the
materials that are now being used as seal coats. Both California Test 339 and the Vialit were
developed for emulsions and are now being used for asphalts which require that the test
modifications be included in the specifications.
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Purpose

Development of the 2015 Standard Specifications is underway, it would be in the best interest of
Caltrans and Industry to make the necessary technical modifications or corrections to Section 37
now that can be implemented as a 2015 Revised Standard Specification.

Objectives/Deliverables

The objectives are to review the technical changes requested by Caltrans and Industry to
determine if they are warranted. Streamline, standardize and add Quality Control and Acceptance
Criteria to the appropriate Section 37 specifications. Update test methods used in Section 37
including California Test Method 339 and the Vialit Test.

The deliverables necessary to accomplish these objectives are:

e Section 37 Revised Standard Specification
e Section 37 Standard Special Provisions
e Revised Test Methods
o California Test 339
o0 Vialit Test
e Construction Manual Update
o Section 4-37
o Table6-1

Timeline

Review of Section 37was started by Industry in December 2013 and revised specification should
be completed by December 2014. Final specifications to be published by Headquarters Office
Engineers at scheduled 2015 Standard Specifications posting date targeted for April 2015.
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1. Specification Industry and Caltrans review of
Comments existing specification and technical 12/1/13 3/1/14
comments provided.
2. Draft Section 37 | Draft Section 37 Revised Standard
Specifications Specification and associated
standard special provisions. 8/1/14 12/30/14
3. Final Section 37 | Processing specifications
Specifications including mandatory stakeholder
concurrence and posting of 01/01/15 4/30/15
specification.
4. Test Methods Update California Test 339 and
establish California Test Method
for Vialit Test 7/01/14 13/30/14
5. Construction Update Construction Manual
Guidance Section 4-37 and Section 6. 01/01/15 6/30/15
Benefits

Updated specifications will provide clarity as a result of the streamlining, standardization and
update of the technical aspects that reflect advancements and innovative changes that have
occurred in the seal coat industry to ensure better and more cost effective products.

Impacts

Failure to include necessary technical changes could result in confusion and or ambiguities that
may lead to an inability to enforce specifications. May also result in change orders and claims as
a result of possible ambiguities.
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Resource Requirements

1. Specification
Comments

Caltrans review of existing
specification and technical
comments provided. Participation
in Seal Coat Sub Task Group
meetings

Pavement 0.05

2. Draft Section 37
Specifications

Draft Section 37 Revised Standard
Specification and associated
standard special provisions.

Pavement 0.30

Construction 0.15

Office Engineer
0.05

3. Final Section 37
Specifications

Processing specifications
including mandatory stakeholder
concurrence and posting of
specification.

Pavement 0.10

Construction 0.05

Office Engineer
0.10

4. Test Methods

Test methods for mix design to
determine proportion of composite
additives.

Pavement 0.05

METS 0.20

Construction 0.05

5. Construction
Guidance

Guidance for field administration
procedures.

Construction 0.10

Total resource requirements:

Impediments to Completion of Deliverables

None.
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Pavement 0.50
METS 0.20
Construction 0.25
Office Engineer
0.15
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Recommendation and Approval

This scoping document to 2015 Section 37 Technical Update was prepared by Pavement
Preservation Task Group to address a priority issue that has Statewide significance and is within
the Rock Products Committee mission. The Task Group Co-Chairs have determined the scope,
resources required and timeline for delivery of this project to ensure that the deliverables are
achievable in a timely manner.

Scoping Document Recommended for Approval by:

Peter Vacura Chuck Suszko
Caltrans Task Group Co-Chair Caltrans Task Group Co-Chair

Nesar Formoli
Caltrans Task Group Co-Chair

Scoping Document Approved by:

Agustin Rosales Phil Stolarski
Caltrans RPC Co-Chair Caltrans RPC Co-Chair

John Stayton
Caltrans RPC Co-Chair

Approval Date:
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