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AR QC Subtask Group Meeting 

Friday, June 6, 2014 

Granite Bradshaw Offices, Summit Bldg., Sacramento, CA 

Agenda for ARQC Subtask Group  

• Review of last meeting minutes and action items 
• Update of air district issues – Caltrans 

o Emails detailing attempts to get permits 
• Discussion of RPA proposal for certifying techs 

o Course Outline and implementation discussion 
o Lab Manual Template 

• Discussion of procedure for reheating field samples for acceptance 
o Discussion of procedure drafted  - Jack 
o Update by Joe on Caltrans efforts to determine impact of reheating 

• Discussion of comments received on Sections 37 and 39 
o Caltrans proposed alternate language to ARQC NSSP to define testing frequency 

• Set goals and objectives to meet prior to next meeting 
• Set next meeting time and date 

 

Action Items: 

o Industry (RPA) to write letter requesting change in spec language regarding responses 
from air districts that do not issue permits 

o Mark to send out the template prepared by RPA for the Laboratory Accreditation 
Manual to be used with the field viscosity testing 

o Jack to rewrite reheating protocol based on comments received and send it out 
o It was noted from last time that Joe volunteered to help determine the impact of 

reheating samples sent in from the field for acceptance testing at the CT labs.  Industry 
and Caltrans each will conduct tests on 4 samples that have been reheated and then 
analyze the data.  Jack said he will help find test samples and work with Joe on the 
testing. 

o Caltrans to come up with language on viscosity range and send it out prior to next 
meeting. 

 
Minutes: 
 
Sri said he had worked on the issue of the requirement for a response letter from air districts that do not 
issue permits.  The current language is “If an air quality permit is not required by the local air district for 
producing asphalt rubber binder, submit verification from the local air district that an air quality permit 
is not required.”  Sri said a California state senator had sent a letter to Caltrans discussing air quality 
requirements for rubber modified asphalt and that as a result a Caltrans issue memo stated Caltrans will 
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use this specific language.  Sri said he has to follow a process to change this language and suggested that 
industry write a letter to him requesting a change in the language. 
 
Marc Bertsch discussed the inequities he perceives in how MPQP has been implemented and wondered 
if the same approach will be seen with the implementation of the ARQC specification language.  After 
some discussion it was decided this was a topic for another group to address. 
 
Jack noted that the ATG has formed a group to look into the crumb rubber verification issue for rubber 
modified binders. 
 
Mark went over the RPA template for the Laboratory Accreditation Manual that had been developed.  
Bob Staugaard said he and Steve Escobar will be working on a course for the viscosity testing training 
and he asked who should they talk to at Caltrans if they have questions.  He was directed to Katrina 
Barrios and Joe Peterson with questions.  Barry asked if this procedure applied to terminal blend 
products and it was stated that at this time it was for asphalt rubber binder. 
 
Jack went over the reheating protocol that he had prepared for asphalt rubber binders received from 
the field for testing in the laboratory.  There were concerns expressed about over-heating and how 
many times the sample can be reheated.  Also, there was discussion about what temperature the oven 
should be set at and it was agreed that 385°F would be used.  This would allow the sample to cool to 
375°F as it is pulled out of the oven. 
 
Kee Foo went over sample frequency language he had prepared and it included a 7% allowable variance.  
There were many objections to this and questions as to why this was inserted.  After much discussion Sri 
said Caltrans will discuss the language again and come back to the group with alternatives. 
 
Next Meeting is Friday, July 11th.  Details will be emailed and Go To Meeting info.   

 

 


