
PG-AR and AR QC Subtask Group Meeting 

Friday, May 9, 2014 

Granite Bradshaw Offices, Summit Bldg., Sacramento, CA 

 

Agenda for ARQC Subtask Group 

• Review of last meeting minutes and action items 

• Update of air district issues – Caltrans 

• Discussion of RPA proposal for certifying techs 

• Discussion of procedure for reheating field samples for acceptance 

• Discussion of comments received on Sections 37 and 39 

• Set goals and objectives to meet prior to next meeting 

• Set next meeting time and date 

Action Items: 
o Marc Bertsch to provide Mark Belshe with an email detailing an attempt to get an air 

permit from an air district that does not provide air permits. 
o RPA to develop a template for a lab manual to be used for viscosity trained techs. 
o Joe volunteered to help determine the impact of reheating on acceptance samples 

through testing at the CT lab.  Industry and Caltrans each will do 4 sample reheats and 
generate data.  Jack said he will help find test samples.  Jack is to provide the protocol 
for reheating samples for acceptance by the end of the month. 

o Caltrans by the next meeting will provide alternate language to the ARQC NSSP to 
define the testing frequency, maybe based on standard deviations from early samples. 

 
 
Minutes: 
 
There was a review of the air district issue.  Sri said he needs more information before he can go any 
further.  He needs to see where a request was sent and the response.  Marc clarified why industry can’t 
provide a written response from the air districts….they won’t provide one.  Marc said he would send 
Mark an email detailing his attempt to work with one of these air districts.  At least Sri would then have 
something in writing documenting the problem. 
 
The RPA proposal for certifying field technicians to do viscosity testing was discussed.  Joe had the 
following comments: 
 
1)      Joe said Caltrans will not relinquish Caltrans’ control of certifying technicians to a third party such 
as RPA. 
 
2)      Joe said Caltrans will not deviate from the requirement that technicians be attached to a lab. 
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Joe then began enunciating a solution to the problems.  He said that while Caltrans must be the ones to 
issue Certificates of Proficiency, they do not want to waste their time with people who are not prepared 
to come in to a CT District Independent Assurance lab and be certified.  So, he said he liked the proposal 
of RPA to create a training program and that Caltrans will recognize an RPA certificate stating that a 
candidate technician had successfully completed the RPA course in preparation for CT Independent 
Assurance testing.  He also answered, when asked if someone could circumvent the RPA program and 
just show up at the Caltrans lab for testing to get the Caltrans Certificate of Proficiency, he said no, they 
had to go through the RPA program first. 
 
Regarding the affiliation with a lab, Joe parenthetically asked “what is a lab”?  He went on to say that a 
lab whose technicians only perform a field test would not need to have what is traditionally thought of 
as a lab.  He said the viscosity “labs” would need to be recognized by Caltrans by submitting a lab plan, 
and get it approved, and they would need to provide a physical address.  He said this could be the 
headquarters’ address for a construction company for example.  Since everything is done in the field, 
they would not need anything related to the testing at the headquarters address. 
 
The training that will need to be done is actually for two test protocols.  One is ASTM D7741, the Haake 
viscosity test, and the other is Caltrans Test Procedure 125 which is the sampling procedure to be 
followed.  The course will need to include both written testing and physically running the test 
successfully in front of the trainer.  RPA will have to keep ongoing records of the training.  RPA will 
develop a guideline lab manual that a company will be able to just insert the company information and 
the training records and submit.   
 
Joe said Caltrans will want to attend the first training session held and he wants to see the syllabus for 
the training program before this gets too far.  Joe said that RPA should work with Cathrina Barros for 
developing a template for the lab manual.  Tony said he would assist.   
 
There was a review of the Section 37 and 39 language that had been prepared by Kee Foo.  There was 
much discussion about the testing frequency.  Caltrans went out of the room to talk and came back 
saying Joe will provide some alternate language on the testing frequency based on statistical 
acceptance.  There was discussion of reheating samples for acceptance.  Joe said Caltrans would help do 
testing to generate data on the impact of reheating samples for acceptance.  Industry and Caltrans 
agreed to each do 4 samples and Jack volunteered to help get the samples for testing.  Chuck said the 
reheating protocol needs to be a part of the NSSP.  Jack will provide a draft of the protocol by the end of 
the month. 
 
Mark asked that the descending viscosity language in the draft for the HMA NSSP be removed.  Caltrans 
agreed. 
 
 
Next Meeting is Friday, June 6th.  Details will be emailed and Go To Meeting info.   

 


