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Task Group

Aggregates Task Group (ATG) 

The task group consists of representatives from the California Department of Transportation 
(Caltrans) and industry. 

Title

Revising Section 24 of the Standard Specifications 
(ATG Item 1, Draft Rock Products FY2008/09 Work Plan) 

Issue/Problem Statement  (What is the issue?) 

Section 24, “Lime Stabilization,” of the Caltrans Standard Specifications was last revised around 
1978.  Since that time, there have been technical improvements to design methods, construction 
practices, and equipment.  Updating the specification and test methods will improve Caltrans’ 
confidence in the specification and increase the statewide use of soil stabilization.  Additionally, 
Caltrans guidance documents will need revision to reflect all changes made to Section 24 and/or 
test methods.  These guidance documents include but are not limited to standard special 
provisions; the Caltrans Construction Manual, Chapter 4, “Construction Details,” and Chapter 6, 
“Sampling and Testing”; and the Caltrans Highway Design Manual, Chapter 600, “Pavement 
Engineering.” 

Phase 1:  Revise Section 24. 

Phase 2:  Review design, testing, and quality control/quality assurance methods. 

Purpose/Timeline  (Why we need to work on this.) 

Complete by January 2009. 

Objectives/Deliverables  (What is important to be done and what is the expected outcome?) 

The table on the following page outlines objectives and deliverables regarding Section 24 for 
calendar year 2008. 
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OBJECTIVES AND DELIVERABLES REGARDING SECTION 24 FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2008 

Date  
&  

Location 

Overview  
Moisture  

Content (MC) 

Mellowing  
&  

MC 

Compaction 
&  

MC 

Curing/ 
Finished Rolling 

& Grading/MC 
Materials 

Certification QC/QA Spreading 
Lab/Field  

Synchronization

MARCH 
SACRAMENTO I I I I         
APRIL 
OAKLAND D D D           
MAY 
SACRAMENTO D D D           
JUNE 
OAKLAND D F F D I I I I 
JULY 
SACRAMENTO D     D D D D D 
AUGUST 
OAKLAND F     F F F F F 
SEPTEMBER 
SACRAMENTO Final draft review—incorporate comments from group. 
OCTOBER 
OAKLAND Final draft review—incorporate comments from group. 
NOVEMBER 
SACRAMENTO Final draft review—incorporate comments from group. 
DECEMBER 
SACRAMENTO Review of comments by the Division of Engineering Services–Office Engineer (if available). 

I=Initial Discussion; D=Draft Specification Revision; F=Final Specification Revision; Orange=Caltrans; Green=Industry 

Benefits  (For example, increased life cycle or reduced costs.) 

The principal benefits of the Section 24 revision will be expanded design choices resulting in 
improved engineering and use of materials.  In addition, the update may lead to cost savings and 
environmental benefits resulting from the recycling and preservation of materials. 

Impacts  (What are the impacts to policy, specifications, construction practices, and stakeholders?) 

Environmental benefits of recycling may be missed.  Revision to the Caltrans Construction 
Manual, Chapter 4, Section 24, “Lime Stabilization,” and to construction practices may be 
required due to new quality control/quality assurance requirements. 

Resource Requirements  (Staff hours and expenses.) 

The task group will meet monthly with a time commitment estimated to be approximately 
16 hours a month. 

Impediments to Completion of Deliverables

The coordination and timing of changes to the specification with changes to the guidance 
documents is potentially problematic. 
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