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Skanska USA Civil West Conference Center 
1995 Agua Mansa Road, Riverside 

June 18, 2009 
1:00 PM – 4:00 PM 

 
INDIVIDUALS IN ATTENDANCE: 

 
          INDUSTRY                CALTRANS 
 
Bruce Carter – CalCIMA / Lehigh-Hanson   Terrie Bressette – CT METS, Flexible Pavements 
Dan Chapman – APACA / Vulcan Materials   Imad Basheer – CT Division of Pavement Mgmt 
Tim Denlay – Knife River Corporation   Bill Farnbach – CT Division of Pavement Mgmt 
Scott Dmytrow – Telfer Oil Company   Mohammad Fatemi – CT METS, Structural Mat’ls 
Craig Hennings – ACPA Southwest   Keith Hoffman – CT METS, Structural Materials 
Pat Imhoff – CalCIMA / Union Asphalt   Nahid Hosseinzadeh – CT METS, Flexible Pvmnts 
Wes Jacobs – CalCIMA / Lehigh-Hanson   Shakir Shatnawi – CT Chief of Pavement Mgmt 
Niclas Krona – Skanska USA Civil     
Rita Leahy – APACA      
Tony Limas – CalCIMA / NCAPA / Granite Const.   
Don Matthews – Pavement Recycling 
Paul Mignone – Flatiron Corporation 
Doug Mooradian – PMAC      
Cliff Ohlwiler – CPCA / Oldcastle Precast    
Charley Rea – CalCIMA       
Katha Redmon – CalCIMA / Catalina Pacific     
Russell Snyder – CalAPA  
Ed “Griff” Sparks – CalCIMA / Catalina Pacific      
Jim St. Martin – APACA 
Patrick Terrell – Skanska USA Civil          
Tom Tietz – Calif / NV Cement Promotion Council 
Jack Van Kirk – CalAPA / Basic Resources 
Don Vivant – Sully-Miller Contracting 
 
Guest:  Rich Haro – H.S.I. Engineering 
Guest:  Arif Kalam – B.A.S.F. Chemicals          
 

COMMITTEE PURPOSE: Provide the leadership and commitment to develop and improve Caltrans materials 
specifications, test methods, and construction procedures used in the construction of transportation facilities that 
improve mobility across California. 

 
NOTE:  All Rock Products Committee information and updates can be found on the Caltrans server at: 

http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/esc/Translab/rock products/index.htm 
 

Minutes 
 
1.  CO-CHAIR ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS - Dan Chapman & Terrie Bressette (for Phil Stolarski) 

 1.1 Review 6/18/09 Agenda:   

o Additional items added. 

 

http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/esc/Translab/rock%20products/index.htm


CALTRANS/INDUSTRY 
ROCK PRODUCTS / PRODUCT QUALITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Joint Meeting Minutes – 06/18/09
 

Joint Meeting Minutes 2             June 18, 2009 
 

 1.2 Caltrans Pavement Vision – Message from Shakir Shatnawi, State Pavement Engineer / Rock 
Products Committee Sponsor:   

o Shakir Shatnawi is now the official State Pavement Engineer and Chief of Pavement 
Management. 

o Shakir distributed a written Division Overview that outlined the structure, goals and objectives of 
the Division of Pavement Management.  A copy is attached to these minutes. 

o Shakir stated that an “Office of Pavement Documentation and Specification” will be developed 
and distributed soon to outline the protocol of addressing pavement issues identified by the RPC 
and needing the attention of Caltrans.  He reminded the RPC that the Resident Engineer (RE) for 
each project is the final “go-to” person for resolution of pavement issues on specific projects.  All 
pavement issues must go through the construction chain of command.  A claim will have to be 
filed if a specific issue cannot be satisfactorily resolved with the RE. 

o Shakir reviewed that the RPC protocol provides a level of comfort for both industry and Caltrans 
in how specifications are developed.  It is a fair process and one based on facts.  It is important 
that all parties follow the process.  There will probably be a few hiccups now and then, but both 
sides need to remain committed to the process.  As such, he hopes industry can avoid going to 
higher management; and likewise hopes all entities within Caltrans adhere to the protocol.  Both 
sides should remember the State Pavement Engineer has the final say. 

o He indicated there may be further changes at Caltrans to consolidate specification development 
activities within the Division of Pavement Management.  If there is further consolidation, it is 
unclear how concrete structures would be addressed. 

o There is also discussion about creating a new office of Pavement Specifications & Consultation, 
which would be a place for resident engineers (RE) to consult headquarters about specifications.  

ACTION:    The Rock Products Committee has been asked to review the “Goals and Objectives”  
document. 
 

 1.3 Review 02/05/09 Meeting Minutes:   

o The following clarifications made to the 2/5/09 meeting minutes: 

 Page 5 – Item 3.4 - Evaluation of Warm Mix Asphalt (WMA) Technologies 

• The correct spelling of the fourth technology is Astec.  However, this Astec 
technology is not yet on the Approved Technologies list. 

 Page 7 – Item 5 - Portland Cement Concrete (PCCTG) Task Group Update 

• The Industry Co-Chairs are Craig Hennings, Bruce Carter and Dan Chapman. 

 Page 9 – Item 5.6 – FHWA Pilot Program Workshops  

• The topic of the second seminar was SCM Cements, not Blended Cements. 

o An amended and updated copy of the 2/05/09 meeting minutes will be placed on the server. 

 1.4 Review Action Items:   

PREVIOUS ACTION ITEMS - Dan Chapman & Phil Stolarski 
All issues previously listed under the “Action Items” heading have been forwarded to specific task 

groups and will be discussed under the applicable Task Group heading. 

 
TASK GROUP UPDATES ON WORK PLAN OBJECTIVES 



CALTRANS/INDUSTRY 
ROCK PRODUCTS / PRODUCT QUALITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Joint Meeting Minutes – 06/18/09
 

Joint Meeting Minutes 3             June 18, 2009 
 

 
 
 2.  PAVEMENT PRESERVATION TASK GROUP (PPTG) UPDATE 
      Presenter:  Imad Basheer 

The PPTG will hold elections at the end of the year for new Co-Chairs. 

 2.1  Developing a Crack Sealing Standard Special Provision (SSP): 

o This specification has been finalized and submitted to O.E. for posting. 
o It will be posted on 6/10/09 under Specification No. 37-200. 

 
 2.2  Developing a Chip Seal SSP: 

o This specification has been completed, submitted and approved.  It is currently on the O.E. 
webpage.  There were two parts completed.  The “Rubber” section is listed as an SSP under No. 
37-030 and the “Modified Binder” section is listed as an NSSP. 

 2.3  Developing a Microsurfacing SSP: 

o This specification has been completed, submitted and approved.  It is currently on the O.E. 
webpage under Specification No. 37-600. 

 
 2.4  Developing Cold In-Place Recycling (CIR) & Hot In-Place Recycling (HIR) Specifications & 

Test Procedures: 

o CIR and HIR is still a work in progress.  The SSPs are being pursued for these applications. 
o Modified Binder:  There are two separate modified binder specifications.  The Asphalt Rubber 

Seal Binder specification is complete.  The Rubber Seal Coat specification is still being worked 
on.  Larry Rouen will provide an update on this issue. 

o Open nominations and elections will be held for the PPTG task groups.  The elections will be held 
in December. 

o NEW AGENDA ITEM:  Next Generation Grinding Specification (NGGS) needs to be added as 
an Agenda Item for future RPC meetings.  Craig Hennings will be the Industry Co-Chair for this 
group. 

  
3.  Hot Mix Asphalt Task Group (HMATG) Update  
     Presenters:  Terrie Bressette, Nahid Hosseinzadeh, Jack Van Kirk, Jim St. Martin 
 

 3.1 HMA Test Subgroup 

o Updating HMA California Test Methods (CTMs) – Technical Working Group (TWG) 

 There are three groups working on these test methods.  Each group had a priority list of 
which ones to work on.  90% to 95% of the test methods have been completed.  The 
remaining work is with the 100 series and particularly with CTM 125. 

 CT 125 may need to have a review from both a concrete representative and an asphalt 
representative.  The group is currently only focusing on the asphalt end of the 
specification.  CT 125 will not be completed in time for this paving season.  It has been 
shelved until September due to time constraints on the part of Caltrans.  Any concerns 
regarding CT 125 should be directed to Jack Van Kirk or Don Vivant for the time being. 

 It was suggested by Industry that CT 125 be broken up into a specific “Asphalt” section 
and a specific “Concrete” section because it is now beginning to effect concrete producer 
certification approvals.  As it is written, concrete producers are required to get “asphalt-
certified” in order to get an overall CT 125 certification. 
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 Jerry Bland at Matich is the Industry representative for this group.  Industry has 
requested that Caltrans work very aggressively on this issue.  Terrie Bressette will send a 
note to TWGs stating that it is unacceptable to delay this issue until September.  It needs 
to continue to be addressed on an on-going basis.  Industry members Craig Hennings and 
Cliff Ohlwiler need to be added to the distribution list for communications from this task 
group.   

 
ACTION:   1.   Terrie will request that this issue is being actively worked on and is not 

       being delayed until September. 

2. Craig Hennings and Cliff Ohlwiler will need to be added to the 
distribution list for communications from this task group. 

 3.2  Section 39 Evaluation 

o There is nothing major going on with the Section 39 evaluation.  There is no data, so there has 
been no progress.  The specification has been submitted to O.E. and will appear in the 2010 
specification without completion of the evaluation.  

ACTION:    The evaluation project will have to be re-started at a future date. 
 
o Smoothness Specification:  Momentum needs to be rebuilt around this issue.  As of right now, 

there is no target date on completion of the smoothness specification.  CT is currently working on 
both short-term and long-term solutions to this issue in an effort to expedite a response.   

 The “must grind” verbiage is a major issue on current projects. 

 Industry has provided a spec recommendation to Caltrans and is still awaiting a response 
from Caltrans.  There was no response target date provided.  However, CT is hoping to 
have a draft specification available by July 6, 2009 for the joint committee to begin 
working on.  

 
ACTION:   Caltrans will attempt to provide smoothness draft specification to Industry by  

July 6, 2009. 
 

 3.3 Superpave Gyratory Compactor (SGC) Evaluation 

o The Translab is still under construction.  The revised re-occupancy date is late August.  As such, 
the previously submitted Superpave final report was re-issued on 6/17/09.  This is the same 
version of the report that Phil sent out after the 2/5/09 RPC meeting.  There have been no changes. 

ACTION:  None. 
 

 3.4 Evaluation of Warm Mix Asphalt (WMA) Technologies 

o The four approved processes identified at the 2/5/09 meeting have been reduced to three approved 
processes.  The “Astec” process has been removed from the list. 

o There three remaining technologies on the approved list are: 
 Evotherm 
 Advera 
 Sasobit 

o The next WMA task group meeting is scheduled for 6/30/09 from 9:30 a.m to 2:00 p.m. 

ACTION:  None. 
 

 3.5 Evaluation of Moisture Sensitivity Testing & Treatments (CT 371) in Section 39 & Rubberized 
HMA, Gap-Graded (RHMA-G) 
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o A two year study began in the summer of 2008 and is scheduled for completion in 2010.  It 
appears more coordination is needed among Caltrans, Districts and Contractors, particularly to 
develop timelines and direction on sampling requirements. 

 
ACTION:  Although not currently scheduled, a meeting of the task group is warranted. 

 
 3.6 Developing Reclaimed Asphalt Shingles (RAS) Specifications and Test Procedures 

o Although nothing appears to be happening in this area, there is much interest due to the “Green 
Movement”.  Industry reports that a number of projects are currently requesting the use of RAS. 

 
ACTION:  The sub-task group plans to meet again and develop an SSP. 

 
 3.7 Developing a Draft Proposal for Certification Program for HMA Supplies 

o This issue is currently on the back-burner 

ACTION:  None. 
 

 3.8 High-Volume Reclaimed Asphalt Pavement (RAP) 

o This specification is ready to go and will allow 20% to 25% RAP. 

ACTION:  Tony Limas will forward a copy of the specification to the RPC Co-Chairs. 
 

4.  AGGREGATE TASK GROUP (ATG) UPDATE  
     Presenters:  Tinu Mishra, Industry Co-Chairs (TBD) 

Pat Imhoff (lead) and Don Vivant (back-up) have agreed to be the Industry Co-Chair representatives for the 
Aggregate Task Group.  Pat will schedule a meeting to be held by July 31, 2009.  Pat will contact Tom Pyle to 
coordinate schedules and resurrect this task group.   

 4.1 Revising Chapter 24 of the Standard Specifications 

o This soil stabilization issue has been completed. 

ACTION:  None. 
 

 4.2 Cement Modified Soils 

o This topic has been transferred from the “Cement” task group to the “Aggregate” task group. 

o The cement task group has already prepared and presented a scoping document.  Tom Pyle is the 
Caltrans contact person on this issue. 

ACTION:  None. 
 

 4.3 Annual Aggregate Approval Process: 

o Industry would like to re-evaluate the current annual aggregate approval process since not all 
Districts are acknowledging aggregates that are approved by other Districts.  This process could 
be simplified if there was one list posted on the Caltrans website for all Districts to access. 

o The following individuals have agreed to work towards developing a single approval list:  Tim 
Saenz, Jim St. Martin, Tony Limas, Cliff Ohlwiler, Pat Morena and Terrie Bressette. 

ACTION:  None. 
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 5.  PORTLAND CEMENT CONCRETE (PCCTG) TASK GROUP UPDATE 
     Presenters:  Caltrans Co-Chairs (not in attendance), Industry Co-Chairs (TBD) 

 5.1 Developing a Section 90 Precast Concrete Specification 

o This issue has been put on the back-burner due to time constraint issues.  This issues remains in 
the task group.  Keith Hoffman was previously working on a draft specification which should be 
resurrected. 

ACTION:  None. 
 

 5.2 Developing a Self-Consolidating Concrete (SCC) Specification for Precast Concrete Members 

o This specification is complete and has been sent out.  Unfortunately, there were changes made to 
it that Industry members do not agree with.  It is possible that an incorrect older version of the 
spec may have accidentally been sent out for final approval.   

o There may need to be additional clarification and guidance from Caltrans regarding the use of this 
specification. 

ACTION:  Keith Hoffman will investigate to determine if the correct version of the SSP was sent out 
       for final approval. 

 
 5.3 Developing 2010 Specifications for PCC & Structural Concrete and Developing a High-Volume 

Supplementary Cementitious Materials (HVSCM) Concrete Specification 

o As of 6/12/09, all updated SSPs have been posted on the website.   

o It was noted that suppliers will need direction at bid time by the contractor, since the age/strength 
relationship will be up to the supplier.  It was also noted that the new specs are complicated and 
Caltrans may want to consider preparing a training program for contractors. 

ACTION:  Caltrans will send a note to designers to make them aware that suppliers will determine 
       the age/strength relationship. 

 
 5.4 Developing a Certificate of Compliance (COC) Program for Cement 

o The development of the COC is currently separate from the Standard Specification process.  This 
issue needs to continue to be monitored by the RPC Committee via the PCCTG group. 

ACTION:  None. 
 

 5.5 Industry Proposed Concrete Paving Specifications 

o Craig Hennings submitted the following three Scoping Documents to the RPC Co-Chairs:  (1)  
Lean Concrete Bases, (2) The development of Roller Compacted concrete specifications and (3) 
Concrete Overlays. 

 
ACTION:  Craig Hennings will be the Industry representative on these issues and Doug Mooradian 
       will represent the Industry on the precast issues.  The above-referenced Scoping 
                   Document topics will need to be placed on the future RPC Agendas for further review. 
 

 5.6 Caltrans Proposed Concrete Paving Specifications 

o Bill Farnbach submitted four Scoping Documents to the RPC Co-Chairs;  (1) Joint Sealants for 
Concrete Pavements, (2) Pervious Pavements for Asphalt and Concrete, (3) Precast Concrete 
Pavements and (4) Safety Edges for both Asphalt and Concrete Pavements. 

o Bill will need to sit down with Tom Pyle and prioritize the issues. 
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 The porous / pervious issue will be a combination of asphalt and concrete.  The first step 
will be to identify low-risk areas for product evaluation.  The next step will be to pursue 
research for shoulders and low parking roads.  The final step will be to look at the 
pervious product for highways. 

• The Porous / Pervious Committee has already been formed.  Bill Farnbach will 
send the RPC Co-Chairs a list of the Industry and Caltrans committee members. 

• The Committee will first need to create a Porous-Permeable task group and then 
that group will need to split into concrete and asphalt sub-task groups. 

 The State (Governor’s Office) has mandated a plan for incorporating safety edges on 
pavements.  The safety edge issue will fall under the jurisdiction of the PPTG. 

 
ACTION:  Bill Farnbach will need to coordinate with the RPC Co-Chairs in the establishment of 
       Sub-Task Groups for the four (4) above-referenced Scoping Documents. 

 
6.  JOINT TRAINING & CERTIFICATION TASK GROUP (JTCTG) 
     Presenters:  Terrie Bressette, Rita Leahy 

 6.1 Developing a Joint Training & Certification Program 

o Industry has presented a draft, and Terrie will review.   

o Terrie and Rita have developed a concept and will be developing an outline.  

o It was noted that joint training is common in other states, and some groups such as the American 
Concrete Institute are now doing training via webinar.  It was also noted that budget issues in 
California may restrict training opportunities in the near future, and that a “pavement academy” 
may be needed for training.  WACTG is also available in most Western states, but not in 
California. 

o Shakir made it clear that the “Pavement Academy” is only available to Caltrans personnel. This is 
because some of the funding available to Caltrans is for internal training only, not joint training. 

o Test method training will remain under the jurisdiction of Phil Stolarski and the lab. 

o District 7 has developed a training program on CD for Asphalt Construction Inspection.  This is a 
program that was developed outside of Industry. 

ACTION:  Terrie will review the Industry draft.  The following Industry representatives were added 
     to the work group:  Cliff Ohlwiler, Bruce Carter and Tony Limas. 

 
 
7.  NEW BUSINESS 
     Presenters:  Individual Representatives with Specific New Issues 

 7.1 Meeting Schedule & Locations 

o Industry recommends that we maintain the quarterly RPC meetings due to fear of the group losing 
some continuity and effectiveness if the meetings are reduced to two times per year.  Caltrans 
noted that there are travel restrictions issues involved. 

o Skanska offered the use of their conference room for all Southern California meetings.  Each 
Caltrans District has the capability of video conferencing as an option for two of the meetings. 

o The need for consistent District Material Engineer (DME) attendance was raised.  Unfortunately, 
due to the recent decentralization of Headquarters, the Districts have become a bit more 
autonomous and have not been attending the RPC meetings. 
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 7.2 District 7 & District 8 Lime Issue 

o A lime specification that mysteriously appeared in several projects prompted Gene Mallette 
(previous State Pavement Engineer) to grant District 7 permission to use CT-371 to determine 
HMA treatments.  He also granted District 8 permission to use lime in all non-QC/QA projects 
withing the “Desert AC” area without consulting with the RPC. 

o This decision prompted Industry to schedule a meeting with Director, Will Kempton, in an effort 
to obtain guidance from Caltrans Senior Management with regards to the status and impact of the 
Rock Products Committee.  Director Kempton provided assurances that the RPC is a viable 
committee and that the Charter protocol should be followed at all times.  He stated that two-way 
communication should continue between Caltrans and Industry with regards to all specification 
changes. 

o There was a formal meeting on May 29, 2009 with Industry, Caltrans Representatives; Shakir 
Shatnawi (current State Pavement Engineer) and Mike Miles (Chief of Maintenance) to address 
the District 7 and District 8 lime issue.  It was explained that the District 8 decision was based 
upon the “Interim Guidelines on Moisture Sensitivity Treatment” which allows a District to use 
lime where they have a history of lime usage.  Due to poor communication, this jurisdiction was 
not discussed.  The SPE agreed that future communications must be improved. 

o Each District was asked to provide a list of four (4) projects where stripping had been an issue.  
Unfortunately, District 7 did not present any viable data at the meeting to document their stripping 
conerns.  It was determined by Shakir that District 8 was not in violation of the RPC Charter, as 
they were only using a method that had been used in the past.  District 7, however, was 
determined to be in violation of the RPC Charter because they had not been any documented 
stripping issues or history of mandatory lime protocol in their geographical area.  It appears that 
the District 7 decision to implement the mandatory use of lime was made without any 
substantiating data. 

o This situation is also complicated by the moratorium on new or amended air permits in the South 
Coast Air District, which includes moisture work.  The SPE has asked for a response from 
Industry within a week of the above-referenced meeting date.  In response to this request, a letter 
dated 6/5/09 was provided from Industry to Caltrans.  A copy of this letter was distributed to the 
RPC committee members at this 6/18/09 meeting.  A copy is also attached to these meeting 
minutes. 

o Industry has requested that Caltrans provide a written response by the next RPC meeting.  As of 
6/18/09, Caltrans Headquarters was still awaiting the requested documentation from District 7. 

o A final decision on this issue will be made after this information has been received from District 
7. 

 7.3 Task Group & Project Updates 

o A written summary of all RPC projects shall be prepared by task group Co-Chairs prior to any 
RPC meeting.  These summaries should be presented to the RPC Co-Chairs at least a week prior 
to the meeting and should be made available at the meeting. 

 7.4 Meeting Agendas 

o Rock Products Committee meeting Agendas should be made available at least two weeks prior to 
each meeting. 

 7.5 Meeting Notice List 

o The Meeting Notice List should include a representative from the Caltrans Construction Division, 
possibly Mark Leija. 

 7.6 Caltrans Specifications Used on Non-Caltrans Projects 
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o A question was raised about who is responsible when a local agency uses a Caltrans spec on a 
non-Caltrans project.   

o Municipality agencies are utilizing Caltrans specs and holding producers to ALL requirements of 
Section 90, regardless of whether those requirements apply to their specific project.  Who is 
responsible for the validity of a Caltrans test when used by a local agency?  In some recent 
instances, the local agency has requested verification that a method or spec is valid.  This is 
specifically an issue in the precast industry with regards to materials testing and various other 
non-applicable certifications.  Caltrans will provide verbal confirmation of issue waivers, but they 
will not provide written documentation that can be presented to the agencies.  It is imperative that 
Caltrans provide written documentation in these instances.  It was recommended that a 
clarification letter be written explaining the intent of each SSP.  This would assist in minimizing 
erroneous interpretations by other municipalities. 

o It was noted by Caltrans that each District has a local agency liaison person that may be able to 
help.   

ACTION:  Caltrans will consider addressing this issue further. 
 

 7.7 Specification Clarification 

o In a related matter, on regional projects where a private contractor is the lead, Industry is finding a 
need to get clarification from Caltrans on how a spec should be used or interpreted.  This is 
particularly going to be an issue with all the recent specification changes.  Is there a process to get 
a clarification or guidance on interpreting a spec? 

ACTION:   It was suggested that perhaps a process be implemented for the RPC to issue such 
letters. 

     Specific examples have been requested. 
 

 7.8 Data Cores 

o Data cores are listed under every asphalt section.  It is listed under submittals.  Estimators are 
confused about when the cores need to be taken.  Why are the cores needed?  What qualifying 
information is needed?  

o Caltrans states that this is a simple fix via a clarification note to the O.E.  Some of these areas 
need to be sent back to Caltrans as a “Bidder’s Inquiry” to get OE’s attention. 

ACTION:   Terrie Bressette will take this issue back to the HMATG for clarification and will 
                    communicate back to the group at the next RPC meeting. 

 
 7.9 Maturity Specification 

o This appears to be an unintentionally lingering spec that may have been intended for a different 
application (i.e. lane replacement). 

 
 7.10 Caltrans Meeting Attendance 

o Industry is concerned about the lack of Caltrans representation at the last few RPC meetings.  It is 
difficult to make progress without all committee members being in attendance.  

ACTION:   Shakir will address this issue internally with the Caltrans committee members. 
 

 7.11 Industry Co-Chair 

o The issue of the Co-Chair term of service was brought up.  There was a debate as to whether or 
not the service term had been established at two years. 
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o It was agreed this topic would be placed on the Industry Agenda to be discussed at the next 
meeting.  Industry members will discuss the option of formally establishing a time of service in 
the range of 3 to 5 years since the committee only meets on a quarterly basis. 

 
8.  MEETING WRAP-UP 
     Presenters:  Terrie Bressette & Dan Chapman 

 
 Next Meeting Agenda 

 
Next Meeting:  September 24, 2009 in Sacramento 
 
 
Minutes Prepared By:      Katha Redmon and Charley Rea 
Minutes Reviewed By:    Dan Chapman, Phil Stolarski, Terrie Bressette and Rock Products Committee members 
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