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Rock Products Committee (RPC) Meeting 
AGENDA 

 
                                                       Date:        July 20, 2011 
                                                       Time:  1:00 PM to 3:15 PM                         

Location:  TransLab Auditorium 
                                                              5900 Folsom Blvd.,  

                  Sacramento, CA 95819 

Meeting called by: RPC Co-Chairs:  Tony Limas, Phil Stolarski, Scott Jarvis and Amarjeet Benipal  
Facilitator: Phil Stolarski 
Attendees: RPC Members (Caltrans, Industry & FHWA) 

Purpose: Share Information, Discuss and Manage the Responsibilities identified in the RPC 
Charter 

Time Topic Who Desired Outcome 

1:00 – 1:05  Welcome, Introductions and Review 
Agenda 

Phil Stolarski/All Member Introductions 
& Review  

1:10 – 1:30 Caltrans Update Amarjeet Benipal, 
Phil Stolarski & 

Scott Jarvis 

Share Information 

1:30 – 1:35 Review Action Items from April RPC 
Meeting Phil Stolarski/All Report on Status 

1:35 – 2:35 RPC Task Group Work Plan Status 
Updates (15 minutes for each Task 
Group) 

• Asphalt 

 

• Concrete 

 
• Pavement Foundations  

 
• Pavement Preservation 

 

Task Group Co-
Chairs 

Peter Vacura, Jack 
Van Kirk & Jim 

St. Martin 

Dan Speer, 
Charley Rea & 
Bruce Carter 

Bill Farnbach, Dan 
Chapman & Don 

Vivant 

Peter Vacura, 
Hans Ho & Craig 

Hennings 

Update on Progress of 
RPC Projects 
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2:35 – 3:05 New Business Items 
1. Development of Fiscal Year 

2012/13 RPC Work Plan 
Proposals 

2. Partnering/Dispute Resolution 
for Small Contracts 

• Continuing Bidder 
Inquiry Issues 

3. Caltrans Southern Regional Lab 
Update/Update on Superpave 
Implementation 

 

 

Amarjeet Benipal 

 

Scott Jarvis 

 

 

Phil Stolarski 

Discussion of New 
Business Items and/or 
Information Sharing 

3:05 - 3:15 Capture Action Items and Dates 
 
Next Meeting on October 26, 2011 from  
1 PM to 4 PM at TransLab, 5900 
Folsom Blvd., Sacramento, CA 95819 

Phil Stolarski 

 

 

Capture Action Items 

 

Share Information 

 
 
Handouts: 

1. Action Items 
2. July 2011 RPC Management Status Report 
3. Caltrans Alternative Dispute Resolution 
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Rock Products Committee (RPC) 
Meeting Minutes and Action Items 

From Wednesday April 20, 2011 
1:00 PM to 3:15 PM 

TransLab Auditorium, 5900 Folsom Blvd., Sacramento, CA 

Meeting Minutes Outline of Discussion 

Meeting started at 1:00 PM. 
Cake was provided for Dan Chapman as this is his last RPC meeting. Phil provided agenda review. 

Caltrans Update: 
Phil, Amarjeet and Scott provided the following Caltrans update at the meeting: 

• Caltrans Director Cindy McKim retired on May 17, 2011.  Malcolm Dougherty was appointed to 
Chief Deputy and then became the Acting Caltrans Director.  Rick Land is now the Acting Chief 
Deputy, Bob Pieplow is now the Acting Chief Engineer and Jim Davis is now the Acting Chief of 
Division of Engineering Services (DES) to backfill Bob’s position. For RPC dispute resolution, Jim 
Davis will be Acting at level 4 and Bob Pieplow will be Acting at level 5 in the RPC issue resolution 
ladder. 

• Budget 
 With the passing of the State budget, the Department can continue to pay contractors. 
 Budget included 3.3 billion in bond funds for construction. 
 Planning program budget for PIDs is reduced for locally funded projects and local agencies 

must now reimburse Caltrans for PIDs. 
 Weight fees are not protected as part of the tax swap legislation and will be used to pay debt 

on highway bonds.  Approximately 1 billion for State funded projects will be reduced because 
of the weight fees being used for bond debt.  More projects will most likely have to meet 
federal requirements to be funded. 

 Cash flow is tight so Caltrans is closely monitoring available cash to ensure payments to 
contractors. 

 Travel restrictions are still in place. 
 Reductions of equipment including vehicles and cell phones are still in place. 
 Overtime is still restricted. 
 Restriction on travel will require meetings to take place in Sacramento or to meet via Go to 

Meeting, video, etc.    
• Design building project on Madera 99 awarded more design building projects. 
• Project Delivery Status 

 In FY 2010/11, the delivery plan included 346 projects worth 3.7 billion.  
 In FY 2010/11, Caltrans delivered 342 projects on the delivery plan. 
 Caltrans awarded 615 projects worth 2.85 billion (997 million SHOPP pavement projects, and 

250 million HM1 projects). 
Industry Question:  If Caltrans budget is 13.3 billion where does the rest go? 
The 13.3 billion includes funding for Caltrans maintenance and operations (M&O) and funds that go to local 
agencies for local streets and highway projects 
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Meeting Minutes 7/20/11 Outline of Discussion Continued 
Caltrans Update Continued: 

• On-going construction projects status:  There are 848 projects worth 10.6 billion.  The work load 
has gone up because the Department previously had almost 11 billion worth of on-going projects 
and there had only been 550 projects. For current on-going projects, 37 percent are less than 1 
million (247 projects).  A big portion of current projects are bond funded or federal stimulus 
funds. 

• The 2010 Standard Specifications were approved on May 20, 2011 including the standards plans 
and standard special provisions (SSPs).  Projects delivered after July 2012 will have to be in 
2010 standards. 

Industry Question:  When will standard specifications be published in print? 
Printed standard specifications should be available in print in either late September or early October of 
2011. 

Review Action Items from January 25, 2011 RPC Meeting: 
Phil has reviewed the status of action items from the April 20, 2011 RPC meeting (Handout #1) with the 
committee members. 

• Based on limited funding and resources, Caltrans cannot provide a joint training and certification 
program.  Moving forward, joint training needs will be identified by implementation plans in 
specific deliverables in sub tasks groups in the RPC workplan. 

• The 2010 Specifications Style Guide was sent out. 
• The Revised California Test Method 209 was posted on July 18, 2011. 

Industry Question:  Where are we on joint training and certification for technicians? 
Phil’s response:  Joint training needs will be identified in implementation plans in specific deliverables 
in sub tasks groups in the RPC workplan. For example, if workplan for superpave gyratory requires 
new training and certification then Caltrans would support this effort jointly with industry. 

RPC Task Group Work Plan Status Updates (by the Task Group Co-Chairs): 
Task Group Co-Chairs for Asphalt, Concrete, Pavement Foundations and Pavement Preservation went 
through the status of the projects that the respective Sub Task Groups are working on.  RPC Work Plan 
Status document (Handout 2)  is available at: 
 
                 <http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/maint/Pavement/RPC/PDF/RPC_Monthly_Report_7-20-11.pdf > 
 
General action items came during the work plan status updates were noted by the Task Group Co-Chairs 
to be handled through the Task Groups and the Sub Task Groups. 

New Business Items: 
General RPC 

• RPC meetings for next calendar year (2012) will be held on the third Wednesday of the month 
which will be on January 18, April 18, July 18 and October 17. 

• RPC currently has 50 projects and an 18 month work plan that was established in January.  Task 
group co-chairs need to assess their resource needs and time schedules for all current projects 
and will need to add the three new items (recycled concrete, high RAP, superpave) to workplans.

• Also, the Foundation Task Group will be submitting their projects for FY 11/12 (Since their 
previous proposals where only for FY 10/11). 
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RPC Meeting Minutes 7/20/11 Outline of Discussion Continued 

• Scoping document for concrete recycling is in progress.  FHWA high RAP meeting held on 
June 28, 25 percent RAP nSSP by June 2012, candidate projects by July 2012 and then 
contract those pilot projects in 2012-2013 for evaluation.  Superpave workplan needs 
development. 

• FY 2012/13 workplans need to be developed this year to be ready by January 2012 (see 
January 25 meeting notes). 

Industry Question: What is scoping document for RAP? 
Subtask group needs to work on scoping document. 
Industry Question:  How many scoping documents are there for RAP? 
Tony replied that there is one for 25 and 50 percent and greater.  The sub task group needs to define 
the problem statement in the scoping document so we can move forward. 
Caltrans Southern Regional Lab (SRL) Update/Update on Superpave Implementation: 

• SRL will be under District 8 construction so DES is no longer responsible. DES-METS/GS 
will not manage the SRL. 

• The best kept secret at Caltrans was announced that gyratory compactors and superpave is 
coming soon.  A draft plan from Caltrans for superpave implementation should be ready to 
go to sub task group by January 2012. 
Phil answered questions submitted prior to the meeting on gyratory compactors: 

 How many did we purchase? Twelve 
 Make?  Pine 
 Delivery Date? October 1, 2011 
 Cost?  $50,000 each 

Industry Question: When does Caltrans expect to implement superpave? 
Estimate implement by 2014.  Sub task group will have to confirm implementation plan.  Industry 
will have input through the sub task group. 
Partnering/Dispute Resolution for Small Contracts: 
Handouts for alternative dispute resolution were discussed. 
Continuing Bidder Inquiry Issues: 
Scott briefly described the bidder’s inquiry process. 
Industry had several comments on how they are continuing to be told to “Bid it as you see it” and 
who should they escalate these bidders concerns to.  After some discussion, Scott agreed to provide 
a listing of the duty seniors for bidder inquires contact information and supervisors contact 
information. 
Action Items 
See attached list of action items. 

Meeting adjourned at 3:20 PM.  
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Rock Products Committee (RPC) 
Action Items 

From Wednesday July 20, 2011 
1:00 PM to 3:15 PM 

TransLab Auditorium, 5900 Folsom Blvd., Sacramento, CA 

Action Items Summary 
# MEETING ITEM ACTION REQUIRED WHO DUE STATUS 

1. 07/20/11 Industry co-chair for 
foundation task group task 

Contact information for 
Sara Alzate 
replacement Industry 
co-chair  

Jim St. Martin 7/25/11 Done 7/20/11 

2. 07/20/11 Future RPC meeting dates Confirm that there are 
no major conflicts with 
the proposed meeting 
dates for 2012 

RPC Members 7/27/11  

3. 07/20/11 RPC Meetings Reserve TransLab 
Auditorium for RPC 
quarterly meetings 

Phil Stolarski 7/27/11  

4. 07/20/11 Letter from Senator MA Provide Tony a copy of 
the Caltrans response 
letter  

Amarjeet 
Benipal 

7/20/11 Done 7/20/11 

5. 07/20/11 Bidder inquires  Provide contact 
information for District 
duty seniors and their 
supervisors 

Scott Jarvis 7/29/11  
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Name Organization                   2011 
1/25 4/20 7/20 10/26          

Philip J. Stolarski Caltrans State Materials Engineer (Co-Chair) X X X           
Amarjeet S. Benipal Caltrans State Pavement Engineer  (Co-Chair) X X X           
Scott Jarvis Caltrans Asst. Chief of Construction  (Co-Chair) X X X           
Anthony Limas Industry-Granite Construction Company, Inc. (Co-Chair) X X X           
Bill Farnbach Caltrans Pavement Program (Caltrans Member) X X            
Chuck Suszko Caltrans Construction (Caltrans Member) X X X           
Dan Speer Caltrans Materials Engineering & Testing Services 

(Caltrans Member) X X X           
TBD Caltrans Materials Engineering & Testing Services 

(Caltrans Member)  X X            
Roberto Lacalle Caltrans Structures Specifications and Estimating 

(Caltrans Member)  X             
Peter Vacura Caltrans Pavement Program (Caltrans Member) X X X           
Tom Pyle Caltrans Pavement Program (Caltrans Member) X X            
Steve Healow FHWA Pavement Engineer (FHWA)  X            
Bruce Carter Lehigh Hanson (Industry Member) X X X           
Scott Dmytrow California Chip Seal Association (Industry Member)  X X           
Charley Rea CALCIMA (Industry Member) X X X           
Cliff Ohlwiler Oldcastle Precast, Inc. (Industry Member) X  X           
Craig Hennings American Concrete Pavement Association-Southwest 

(Industry Member) X X X           
Dan Chapman Vulcan Materials Company – Western Division (Industry 

Member) X X X           
Don Vivant Sully-Miller Contracting Company (Industry Member)  X X           
Hans Ho Telfer Oil Company (Industry Member) X X X           
Jack Van Kirk Basics Resources, Inc. (Industry Member) X X X           
Jim St. Martin Asphalt Pavement Association of California (Industry 

Member) X X X           
Robert P. Humer Asphalt Institute (Industry Member)              
Russell Snyder California Asphalt Pavement Assoc (Industry Member) X X X           
Tom Tietz California & Nevada Cement Assoc (Industry Member) X X X           



Handout #1 
Action Items 4/20/11 

 

 
 

 

 

Rock Products Committee (RPC) 
Meeting Minutes and Action Items 

From Wednesday April 20, 2011 
1:00 PM to 3:15 PM 

TransLab Auditorium, 5900 Folsom Blvd., Sacramento, CA 

Action Items Summary 
# MEETING ITEM ACTION REQUIRED WHO DUE STATUS 

1.  
04/20/11 

 
DOT Joint Certification 
Program 

 
Assess the status of 
Joint Certification 
Program and report to 
RPC. 

 
CT RPC Co-
Chairs 

 
07/20/11 

 
Based on limited 
funding and 
resources Caltrans 
cannot provide a joint 
training and 
certification program. 
Moving forward, joint 
training needs will be 
identified by 
implementation plans 
in specific 
deliverables in sub 
tasks groups in the 
RPC workplan. 

2.  
04/20/11 

 
Caltrans Specifications 
Style Guide 

 
Provide RPC members 
with Caltrans 
Specifications Style 
Guide  

 
Rajendra 

 
05/06/11 

 
Done. Sent out 5/5/11

3.  
04/20/11 

 
CTM-209 

 
Check on CTM-209 
English version 
accuracy and update 
Caltrans website as 
necessary 

 
Stolarski 

 
06/20/11 

 
Revised test method 
should be posted in 
July. 
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Caltrans Alternative Dispute Resolution 
 
Project Size ADR Process Provisions

Optional at the request of the Contractor
Elevate Dispute w/in specified time frame

Time frames coincide with potential claim submittals
Provide Corresponding Names & Positions
Minimizes hard feelings at project level

Partnering
<$1 M

Use of Partnering concepts is encouraged

Provides ADR at project level

One expert selected by the parties
After initial meeting, meet only to hear disputes

Provides non‐binding recommendations to resolve disputes
Potential claim must be refered to DRA or bar to arbitration

Professional facilitated partnering is optional but encouraged

Establish a Dispute Resolution Ladder
Use concurrent with potential claim and dispute resolution 

provisions

Provides ADR at project level

Three‐expert board selected by the parties
Initial meeting, status meetings every 4 mos, meet to hear 

disputes
Provides non‐binding recommendations to resolve disputes
Potential claim must be refered to DRB or bar to arbitration

Professional facilitated partnering is required
Establish a Dispute Resolution Ladder

Use concurrent with potential claim and dispute resolution 
provisions

Partnering
$10 M to $25 M

Training in partnering skills development is optional

Partnering
> $25 M

Training in partnering skills development is required

Partnering
> $10 M

Dispute Resolution Board

>$10 M
and >100 WDs

Dispute Resolution Ladder

Dispute Resolution Advisor

$0 to $3 M

Partnering
$1 M to $10 M

$3 M to $10 M
and >100 WDs
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Bidder Inquiries 

Bidder inquiries must be submitted in writing by either email or FAX to the appropriate District 
responsible for the contract.  Information about bidder inquiries and where to submit emails is 
available at: 
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/esc/oe/project_status/bid_inq.html 

The information provided in the responses to bidder inquiries is not a waiver of Section 2-1.03, 
“Examination of Plans, Specifications, Contract, and Site of Work,” of the Standard 
Specifications or any other provision of the contract, nor to excuse the contractor from full 
compliance with the contract. Bidders are cautioned that subsequent responses or contract 
addenda may change a previous response. 

The following table list contains contact information for the duty seniors and their supervisors 
who are responsible for responding to bidders inquiries.  You should contact the individuals 
shown only if you have submitted a written inquire that has not been responded to or the 
response you received for a previously submitted inquire is not appropriate for the question 
asked.  If you need a clarification of a posted response to a previously submitted bidder inquire, 
then you must submit another written bidder inquire by either email or FAX. 

District Contact Information for Bidder Inquiries 

District Duty Senior Duty Senior Phone Supervisor Supervisor Phone 
NR(D1, D2 & 

D3) 
Peter Lovelady (530) 741-4386 Bijan Parhizgar (530) 741-4351 

D4 Dan Ashe (510) 286-5209 Raymond Pang (510) 286-5387 
CR(D5, D6, D9 

& D10) 
Margaret Shaeffer (559) 530-3115 Robert L. James (559) 230-3109 

D7 Guillermo Cruz* (213) 897-0054 Tiffany Hong (213) 897-0054 
D8 Louis W. Flores (909) 383-4629 Chiachi Wang (909) 388-2672 
D11 Sam Felleke (619) 688-6635 Amir Etezadi (760) 929-3221 
D12 Kristen Gilland* (949) 223-5426 Krystal Merkwan (949) 724-2159 

* Acting Duty Senior handling Bid Inquiries 
 
 


