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Management of Naturally Occurring Asbestos (NOA)

POLICY

DEFINITION/
BACKGROUND

The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) identifies
and addresses naturally occurring asbestos (NOA) related to
planning, developing, constructing, maintaining and accessing
transportation facilities. Caltrans identifies and manages NOA
issues in a manner that protects its employees, the public and the
environment. Caltrans is proactive in establishing responsibility,
providing training, monitoring and complying with California and
federal rules and regulations governing NOA.

“Naturally occurring asbestos” is a term used for several types of
naturally occurring fibrous minerals found in serpentine and other -
ultramafic rock. Asbestos-containing ultramafic rocks are typically
grayish green to bluish black and may have a shiny appearance.
Asbestos-containing ultramafic rocks are abundant in the Sierra
foothills, Klamath Mountains and Coast Ranges. Asbestos can be
released from these rocks when they are broken or crushed.
Releases can occur when equipment is driven on unpaved roads, on
shoulders, or in areas that are surfaced with serpentine or other
ultramafic rock. Asbestos also is released naturally through
weathering and erosion. Once released from the rock, asbestos
fibers can become airborne. Asbestos is a known carcinogen.
Breathing asbestos fibers increases the risk of asbestos-related
disease. Asbestos-containing rock may be found while planning,
developing, constructing, or maintaining transportation facilities,
particularly in Districts 1-6 and 10.

The California Air Resources Board (ARB) and local air pollution
control districts issue rules that apply to construction and road
maintenance and the use of asbestos-containing rock. The California
Office of Safety and Health Administration (Cal/OSHA) issues
regulations addressing worker safety.
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Manufactured asbestos in buildings is covered by different rules and
regulations and is not the subject of this Deputy Directive.
RESPONSIBILITIES

Division of Environmental Analysis:
o Is the focal point for monitoring the Department’s actions related

to NOA issues.

e Convenes advisory groups, as needed, to comment on regulations.

e Develops specific procedures and tools for identifying and
documenting in environmental documents materials containing
NOA deposits.

e Informs Divisions and Districts regarding known locations of
NOA and the rules and regulations governing these locations.

o Assists Divisions and Districts in developing procedures for
managing asbestos-bearing rock.

Division of Engineering Services
o Implements Department policies and procedures for identifying
and managing material containing NOA and for protecting
employees, its agents and the public from exposure to NOA
resulting from fieldwork. Issues and updates Division procedures
related to these issues.
e Maintains contract specifications for addressing NOA issues.

Division of Transportation Planning

e Provides guidance to the Districts related to addressing, in
planning and project initiation documents, the identification and
management of potential NOA sites.

e Coordinates efforts with Regional Transportation Planning
Agencies, as necessary.

Division of Design

e Coordinates with the Divisions of Environmental Analysis,
Engineering Services and Construction to develop or update
specifications and special provisions addressing NOA issues.

o Modifies manuals and other guidance documents to reflect NOA
related policies and procedures.
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Division of Local Assistance
e Prepares Department specifications and guidance related to NOA
issues for dissemination by the Districts to local agencies.

Division of Traffic Operations
e Provides guidance and information to the Districts to assure that

those requesting encroachment permits are aware of and comply
with regulatory requirements pertaining to investigating and
managing NOA.

Division of Construction

e Develops and updates procedures and related manuals regarding
the handling of NOA encountered during construction, including
material brought on site, in a manner that protects employees, its
agents and the public.

e Coordinates with external organizations to exchange information
regarding NOA.

Division of Maintenance 4

e Implements Department policies and procedures for identifying
and managing material containing NOA and protecting
employees, its agents and the public from exposure to NOA
resulting from fieldwork. Issues and updates Division procedures
related to these issues.

Division of Right of Way
e Develops and updates policies and procedures for negotiating

disposal site agreements and for acquiring, managing and
disposing of property with NOA.

Office of Health and Safety

e Provides guidance to Divisions and Districts for the personal
protection of employees from exposure to NOA.

e Conducts exposure assessments for employees that may disturb
NOA while performing their work.

Districts and Regions
e Implement Department policies and procedures for identifying
and managing material containing NOA.
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e Facilitates cooperation and coordination between functional areas
to implement Department policies.

Managers and Supervisprs

e Conduct activities in compliance with all federal, State and local
statutes and regulations and departmental policies and procedures.
Communicate these to local agencies, as necessary.

e Enforce contract specifications that protect employees, its agents
and the public from NOA.

e Become familiar with locations containing NOA in their area of
responsibility.

e Provide information' and training to employees involved in the
investigation, handling and packaging of NOA.

Employees
e Are aware of and comply with this policy.

APPLICABLITY , ,
All Caltrans employees.
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