
Functionality of Snapshot Tool 

Purpose 
 
The purpose of the tutorial is to showcase the functionality of the Snapshot Tool. This tool takes a 
snapshot of the whole map or a selected area of the map and save it as an image file. 
 
Snapshot Tool 
 
1. Click on the Snapshot Tool icon from the menubar. 
 

 
 
2. You get a pop up Snapshot window. If you click on the save button, a copy of the entire map will be 

saved.                          
      

 
 

When you click on the Save button, it shows the area of the map that will be saved in the 
preview window. 
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If this is what you want, save the file in your desired location. 
 

 
 
Open the jpg file to see the output. 
 

 
 

3. Go back to the GIS application. Click on the Blue Rectangle to select the area on the map you want 
an image of. 
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4. Left-click on the map and hold down to select the area and let go to finish.  
 

 
 

5. When done you will see it in the Snapshot Preview window. 
 

 
 

6. If you are not satisfied you can click on Reset to start over drawing the rectangle or you can select the 
rectangle on the map and edit by dragging to extend it or moving it to a different location. The preview 
window will automatically be updated to show you the preview of the image. 
 

 
 

7. Click on save when you are satisfied with the image and save it in your desired location. You can 
open the file from the location to see the image in the .jpg format. 
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 For a video tutorial of this topic, visit:
 http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/env/env_tech_group/gis/tutorials/video/snapshot/snapshot.html

http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/env/env_tech_group/gis/tutorials/video/snapshot/snapshot.html



