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while improving traffic flow through operational strategies and balancing supply and demand 
through pricing, parking management, regulatory, or other means. 
 

V. ANNUAL APPORTIONMENTS OF CMAQ FUNDS TO STATES 
 
A. CMAQ Apportionments 
 
Federal CMAQ funds are apportioned annually to each State according to the severity of its 
ozone and CO problem (see Appendix 2).  The population of each county (based upon Census 
Bureau data) that is in a nonattainment or maintenance area for ozone and/or CO is weighted by 
multiplying by the appropriate factor listed in Table 2.  PM nonattainment and maintenance areas 
and former 1-hour areas, except those few 1-hour maintenance areas participating in Early 
Action Compacts, are not included in the apportionments.   
 
Note: CMAQ apportionments and CMAQ eligibility are two different things.  Some areas in 
which CMAQ funds may be spent are not included in the apportionments (see Section VI.). 
 

TABLE 2 
SAFETEA-LU CMAQ APPORTIONMENT FACTORS17

POLLUTANT CLASSIFICATION AT THE TIME OF ANNUAL 
APPORTIONMENT WEIGHTING FACTOR

Ozone (O3) or (CO) Maintenance (these areas had to be previously eligible as 
nonattainment areas - See Section VI.) 1.0 

Ozone Subpart 1 (“Basic”) 1.0 

Ozone Marginal 1.0 

Ozone Moderate 1.1 

Ozone Serious 1.2 

Ozone Severe 1.3 

Ozone Extreme 1.4 

CO Nonattainment  1.0 

Ozone and CO Ozone nonattainment or maintenance and CO nonattainment or 
maintenance 1.2 x O3 factor 

All States – minimum 
apportionment 1/2 of 1 percent total annual apportionment of CMAQ funds N/A 

 
CMAQ apportionments are calculated based on the nonattainment and maintenance areas that 
exist at the time of apportionment.  Generally, apportionments are calculated prior to the 
beginning of each fiscal year.  
 
B.  Area Designations:  Attainment vs. Nonattainment 
 
Each State is guaranteed a minimum apportionment of one-half percent of the year's total 
program funding, regardless of whether the State has any nonattainment or maintenance areas. 

                                                 
17 23 U.S.C. §104(b)(2) (SAFETEA-LU §1103(d)) 
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These flexible funds or minimum apportionment funds can be used anywhere in the State for 
projects eligible for either CMAQ or the STP.18   
 
The FHWA Budget Division identifies annual apportionments of CMAQ funds as either 
mandatory or flexible.  All funding is considered mandatory for States with weighted populations 
yielding one-half percent or more of the authorized funds (based on the table above).  Annual 
CMAQ funding apportioned through the application of sections 104(b)(2)(B) and 104(b)(2)(C) 
must be used for projects in nonattainment/maintenance areas.19 
 
States with weighted populations yielding at least some apportioned value but less than one-half 
percent of the authorized funds receive both mandatory and flexible funds to reach the minimum 
apportionment.  For example, if a State's weighted population yields two tenths of one percent of 
the authorized funds, it would receive two tenths of one percent of the national funds as 
mandatory funds, and three tenths of one percent as flexible funds.  Thus, 40 percent of the 
State's funds would be mandatory and 60 percent would be flexible.   
 
For States with no areas applicable to the apportionment table, their minimum apportionment, 
one-half percent, is all flexible funding.  The FHWA reports the breakdown of mandatory and 
flexible funds by State in its fiscal year apportionment tables. 
 
C. Apportionments and State Allocation 
 
Notwithstanding the statutory formula for determining the apportionment amount, the State may 
use its CMAQ funds in any ozone, CO, or PM nonattainment or maintenance area.  A State is 
under no statutory obligation to allocate CMAQ funds in the same way they are apportioned.  
States are encouraged to consult affected MPOs to determine regional and local CMAQ priorities 
and work with them to allocate funds accordingly.   
 
D. Federal Share and State/Local Match Requirements 
 
The Federal share for most CMAQ projects, generally, has been 80 percent.  However, under the 
Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007,20 the Federal share for eligible CMAQ projects 
carried out with funds obligated in fiscal year 2008 or 2009, or both, may be, at the discretion of 
the State, up to 100 percent of the cost of the project or program.     
 

VI. GEOGRAPHIC AREAS THAT ARE ELIGIBLE TO USE CMAQ FUNDS 
 
A. Eligible Areas  
 
CMAQ funds may be invested in all ozone, CO, and PM nonattainment and maintenance areas.  
Funds also may be spent in the few remaining1-hour ozone maintenance areas (these counties 
also have Early Action Compacts in place), since the 1-hour standard remains in effect for these 
areas.   
 

 
18 23 U.S.C. §149(c) (SAFETEA-LU §1808(c)) 
19 23 U.S.C. §149(b) 
20  Pub. L. 110-140, Sect. 1131 (December 20, 2007). 
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