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California Office of Traffic Safety Summit

The California Office of Traffic Safety (OTS) Summit is the largest conference of its kind in the
country. The 2009 conference, held in San Francisco, April 8-10, represented a major step
toward integrating bicycle and pedestrian safety into the broader traffic safety framework. A
total of five workshops were conducted on topics such as “Safe Routes to School, Federal and
State Programs,” “What to do About All These Bicycles in Traffic?” and “Pedestrian Safety:

Tools You Can Use.”
Strategic Highway Safety Plan

As noted in the 2007/2008 report the Department led the effort to develop the statewide
California Strategic Highway Safety Plan (SHSP). Implementation of 152 actions in sixteen
SHSP challenge areas is ongoing. Nineteen actions in the bicycling and walking challenge areas
address bicycling and walking safety specifically. Several other SHSP challenge areas also have
the potential to improve safety for bicyclists and pedestrians. Examples include: Challenge
Area 5: Improve Driver Decisions about Rights of Way and Turning, Challenge Area 7:
Improve Intersection and Interchange Safety for Roadway Users, and Challenge Area 14:
Enhance Work Zone Safety.

It is reasonable to give at least partial credit for recent decreases in bicycling and walking
fatalities to the SHSP implementation effort.

NONMOTORIZED PROGRAM ACTIVITIES

Division of Local Assistance

The BFU in the Division of Local Assistance (DLA) is the primary Department contact for
bicycle issues. BFU responsibilities include:

¢ Managing the Department’s bicycle program.
¢ Administering the Bicycle Transportation Account (BTA).
e Participating on several committees that focus on nonmotorized travel.

e Presenting information about the Department’s nonmotorized program at seminars and
workshops hosted by the Department and local agencies.

¢ Preparing the Nonmotorized Transportation Facilities Report to the Legislature.

¢ Providing staff support to committees and advisory groups {See section on
Committees/Advisory Groups).

¢ Administering the Department’s contributions to special events.

* Responding to Department and local agency inquiries about bicycle facility design and
operation.



Responding to correspondence concerning nonmotorized travel, reviewing proposed
legislation, assisting with policy development, and coordinating the Department’s
participation in special events.

Providing input to the development or modification of manuals such as the California
Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) and the Highway Design Manual.

Co-lead for Strategic Highway Safety Plan (SHSP) Challenge Area 13: Improve
Bicycling Safety.

Participating in special events.

Caltrans Districts

As noted above there are four full-time nonmotorized program positions in three Caltrans
districts. Coordinators in the other nine districts are typically in the district transportation
planning office and perform their nonmotorized program duties in addition to their other
responsibilities. Typical activities include:

Supporting district bicycle and pedestrian advisory committees.

Promoting bicycling within the Department and externally in the community.
Reviewing District projects for appropriate bicycling and walking provisions.
Assisting local and regional agencies with bicycle plan preparation.
Reviewing funding applications.

Participating in various meetings conceming nonmotorized transportation.
Participating on various headquarters/district teams.

Assisting bicycle tourists with route planning.

Participating in special events.

Coordinate responses to local agency and bicycle advocate inquiries concerning bicycling
conditions on state highways and in work zones.

Working with local and regional agencies, transit operators, and Caltrans staff to
implement bicycle improvements.

Distributing information on funding opportunities (TE, BTA, ARRA etc.); review
funding applications (Safe Routes to School).






Division of Design

A Senior Transportation Engineer in the Geometric Design Standards unit in the Division of
Design is the Department's Bicycle and Pedestrian Design Reviewer. Typical activities include:

Drafting and reviewing Department policies and guidance that affect bicyclist or
pedestrian safety and mobility.

Developing, managing, and delivering training focused on improving bicyclist and
pedestrian safety and mobility.

Advising headquarters and district staff on the needs of bicyclists and pedestrians in State
highway projects.

Developing research proposals regarding bicyclist and pedestrian safety and mobility.

Serving as the Division's liaison to various committees and other collaborative efforts
that address nonmotorized travel, such as the California Bicycle Advisory Committee, the
Strategic Highway Safety Plan and the California Pedestrian Advisory Committee
(CalPED).

Division of Transportation Planning

The Office of Community Planning in the Division of Transportation Planning assists
communities with nonmotorized travel through the following activities:

» Implementing a statewide Planning Public Engagement Contract (Contract). This Contract
provides specialized services and skills by engaging a consultant to support and enhance
public input into the transportation decision-making process.

The Contract has supported the following nonmotorized public outreach efforts:

o District 2 conducted public engagement workshops to help build their bicycle
transportation partnerships and to update their bicycling guide.
http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist2/pdf/bikeguide.pdf

o District 3 partnered with the City of Sacramento to identify design solutions that
would address safety concerns and improve the overall appearance and
functionality of the Kroy Bike-Ped Pathway within the US 50 right-of-way in
Sacramento. The improvements are currently being funded and implemented by
the City of Sacramento.

o District 4 hosted a public outreach event on June 20, 2009, to make El Camino
Real, State Route 82, a “Grand Boulevard.” A major focus was to get public
input for making the eastern extension of El Camino Real into a safer road for
pedestrians and to remove lanes to add bicycle lanes. There was positive press in
the San Jose Mercury News:
http://www.mercurynews.com/valley/ci 126566877nclick check=1.


http://www.mercurynews.comlvalley/ci
http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist2/pdf/bikeguide.pdf










Transportation Enhancement Activities Program

Ten percent of each state’s Surface Transportation Program (STP)} must be set aside for
Transportation Enhancement Activities (TE). Three of the twelve defined TE categories are
bicycle and pedestrian related: Provision of Facilities for Bicyclists and Pedestrians, Provision
of Safety and Educational Activities for Pedestrians and Bicyclists, and Preservation of
Abandoned Raitway Corridors. These funds may be used for the construction of bicycle and
pedestrian transportation facilities, or non-construction projects such as training, brochures, and
route maps related to safe bicycling and walking. California is receiving $193,206,000 in 2010
STIP TE for programming in the 2013-14 and 2014-15 funding years. Since the Transportation
Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA 21) became law in 1998, California’s TE obligations
through May 2009 total $446,342,025. With matching funds, the projects total $650,797,778.

Bicycle and pedestrian related totals for the same time period are:
Pedestrian and Bicycle facilities - $356,002,211
Pedestrian and bicycle Safety & Education - $5,672,747
Rails to Trails - $84,667,067

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act TE

Seventy-seven million dollars are allocated for the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
(ARRA) Transportation Enhancement Program. State law (Chapter 21, Statutes of 2009,
ABX3-20) gives priority for ARRA TE funding to projects that provide facilities for pedestrians
and bicyclists, provided those projects meet the requirements of the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009. As of August 24, 2009, $24,995,784 had been obligated for ARRA

TE projects.
Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement Program

The Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement Program (CMAQ) was created by
ISTEA in 1991 and reauthorized by TEA-21 (1998) and SAFTEA-LU (2005). CMAQ funds
projects that reduce transportation- related emissions to help achieve and maintain national
ambient area air quality standards (NAAQS) in nonattainment and maintenance areas for ozone,
carbon monoxide, and particulate matter.

CMAQ funds may be used for constructing bicycle and pedestrian projects such as trails,
walkways, or storage facilities or non construction projects such as marketing efforts designed to
encourage bike riding and walking and education and outreach programs intended to increase
public knowledge about the benefits of biking and walking. In Fiscal Year 2007-2008,

$17.3 million in CMAQ funds were obligated for 54 bicycle and pedestrian projects. ¢

G Fiscal Year 2007-08 is the most current data available for bicycle and pedestrian prajects.

Safe Routes to School Program

The Department administers state (SR28S) and federal (SRTS) Safe Routes to School funding.
The passage of Assembly Bill 1475 in 1999 created SR2S as a two-year demonstration with
funding of $20 million per year for projects that improve safety on routes to school. In 2001,
Senate Bill 10 extended the program three years to January 1, 2005. In 2004, Senate Bill 1087
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Section 21212
Section 21717

Section 21949

Section 21960

Section 21450.5

Government Code

Section 65040.2

Section 65302

Requires a bicyclist under 18 years of age to wear an approved helmet.
Requires a motorist to drive in a bike lane prior to making a turn.

Requires all levels of government in the state to provide safe and
convenient facilities for pedestrians.

Authority to close freeways and expressways to bicyclists and
pedestrians.

Requires detection of bicycles and motorcycles at traffic actuated
signals.

Requires development of guidelines for including all travel modes in
general plan circulation elements.

Requires general plan circulation elements to plan for all users of
streets, roads, and highways.
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http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/LocaIPrograms/TransportationToolsforSR2S.pdf
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/tpp/offices/ocp/livablecommunities.html
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/tpp/offices/ocp/livablecommunities.html
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/tpp/offices/bike/contacts.html
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/oppd/pdprn/chap
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/LocaIPrograms/btaibtawebPage.htm
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/traffopsisigntechimutcdsupp/pdf/camutcdlCaliforniaMUTCD.pdf
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/oppdlhdm/hdmtoc.htm
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/tpp/offices/bike/index.html
http:http://www.dot.ca
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/tpp/offices/bike/guidelines
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/tpp/offices/bike/guidelines
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environmentlbikeped/design.htm

Appendix 111

BTA, EEM, SRTS, and SR2S Approved Projects
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