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WHAT IS A CORRIDOR SYSTEM MANAGEMENT PLAN? 
 
A Corridor System Management Plan (CSMP) responds to the following questions: 
 
• How is a corridor performing? 
• Why is it performing that way? 
• What strategies and improvements best address its problems? 
 
Unlike traditional transportation planning methods that emphasize capacity expansion, the 
greatest value of a CSMP is to enable performance-based decision making.  The need for 
preparing CSMPs is based on the need to efficiently and effectively use all transportation modes 
and facilities in congested corridors so as to maximize mobility, improve safety and reduce delay 
costs. 
 
CSMP Overview 
CSMPs are being developed throughout California for corridors within which projects are funded 
from the Corridor Mobility Improvement Account (created by the passage of Proposition 1B in 
November 2006).  The intent is to eventually develop CSMPs for all major travel corridors.1 
 
CSMPs are meant to support the Governor’s Strategic Growth Plan (SGP), which calls for an 
infrastructure improvement program that includes a major transportation component 
(GoCalifornia).  The objectives of these investments are to decrease congestion, improve travel 
times and safety, and accommodate expected growth in the population and economy.  The SGP 
is based on the premise that investments in mobility throughout the system will yield significant 
improvements in congestion relief. 
 
The system management pyramid outlines strategies to 
achieve more efficient system management. System 
monitoring and maintenance are the basic foundation upon 
which the other strategies are built.  System expansion and 
completion will only provide the desired mobility benefits 
to the extent that investments and implementation of the 
strategies below it establish a solid platform.  This 
approach emphasizes making the most of the existing 
system before seeking expansion.  CSMPs are developed 
with this system management philosophy in mind. 
 
This corridor management planning strategy is based on the integration of system planning and 
system management. They provide for the integrated management of travel modes and roadways 
so as to facilitate the efficient and effective mobility of people and goods within our most 
congested transportation corridors.  Each CSMP will address State Highways, local parallel 
roadways, regional transit services, and other regional modes pertinent to corridor mobility. 
 

                                                 
1 In the San Francisco Bay Area, the Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) and the Department are working 
cooperatively in the development of CSMPs and MTC’s related Freeway Performance Initiative corridor studies.  Similar 
partnerships with Metropolitan Planning Organizations are taking place elsewhere in the State. 
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Other characteristics of a CSMP:  
• Identifies and describes the corridor based on 

comprehensive performance assessments and evaluations. 
• Assembles a team of corridor stakeholder agency staff to 

participate in CSMP development in order to get all 
working cooperatively toward solutions. 

• Presents an analysis of existing and future traffic 
conditions and proposes traffic management strategies 
and capital improvements to maintain and enhance 
mobility within the corridor.  This serves to evaluate 
existing system management practices and the causes of 
performance problems along the corridor using a set of 
common performance metrics.  Modeling is used to 
forecast future travel conditions along the corridor.  

• Use of innovative traffic analysis methods to predict the 
impacts of a variety of operational strategies and 
investment scenarios, allowing the corridor team to 
evaluate, recommend and prioritize operational strategies, 
needed capital improvement projects, and opportunities 
for transportation technology integration. 

 
A documented CSMP is prepared for review and acceptance 
by the applicable stakeholder agencies.  More detailed 
guidance regarding CSMP milestones and performance 
measures is available from the Caltrans 2007 Guidelines for 
Completing CSMP Milestones. 
 
Expected Impacts of a CSMP 
 

• Strengthened institutional partnerships for corridor 
management and operations 

• Multi-jurisdictional project proposal packaging for 
competitive funding opportunities 

• Better problem identification, stronger cases for better performing projects 
• Relief to freeway, arterial and transit networks through more efficient system operation 
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