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July 20, 1999

Marlo Melandry

Cattrans Environmental Pianning
P.O. Box 23660

Ookiang, CA 946

RE: DREDGED MATERIAL MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR THE SAN FRANCISCO -
OAKLAND BAY BRIDGE EAST SPAN SEISMIC SAFETY PROJECT

Deor Ms. Melondry:

The League of Women Voters of the Bay Area appreciatas the opportunity to comment on the
plan for dredging and disposing of the dredged materiol from the San Francisco-Oakland Bay
Bridge project. We have the following concerns.

Bacause the rasults of the sediment tests for the project altematives are not avallable, there is
not sufficlent Information upon which 1o make well Informed recommendgation. It could be
that some matetial Is not suitable for any sort of aquatic disposal. We suggest that the Plan
document be relssued atter the resuits of the sediment testing ore avallable for review.

We recommend using gll of the material that Is sultob\é for aquatic Aisposal 10 restore
wetlands at Homilton. This option (E) would maximize beneficial reuse of the materal by

creatfing marsh. Material that is sultable for aquatic disposal should not be wasted by
disposing of It ot Alcatroz or in a landfil.

However. until the quality of the material in known. it Is not clear whether all of the moterial
would be sultable for Hamliton, in-bay, ocean or even landfills. A future document should

gfscuss Tultcble disposal sites, if needed., for specific material that Is not suttable for oquatic
isposal, .

Thank you for responding to our comments.
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League of Women Voters of the Bay Area Letter dated 7/20/1999

Comment 1

This recommendation is noted.  Results of sediment testing are available in the FEIS in Section 3.12.2 — Sediment Sampling and Analysis.  The Sediment Sampling Analysis Report can be reviewed at the Caltrans District 4 Public Information Office and at selected libraries listed in the Preface of the FEIS.  Caltrans does not intend to issue a new DMMP since all of the potential options have already been discussed in the DMMP.

Comment 2

The recommendation is noted.  Caltrans’ goal is to dispose of dredged material at upland wetland sites (if sites are available to accept the material and are cost-effective) combined with disposal of small amounts of dredged materials generated by excavation for new piers at the Alcatraz site.  The EPA has concurred with this dredged material reuse/disposal concept in its letter on the DMMP dated 8/20/1999.  If approved sites are not available or found to be not cost-effective, Caltrans may beneficially reuse materials at landfill sites as daily cover or dispose of materials at the deep ocean disposal site.  Caltrans also plans on beneficially reusing some dredged material, approximately 32,000 cubic meters (42,000 cubic yards) to restore up to 0.7 hectare (1.7 acres) of the barge access channel for eelgrass habitat.

Comment 3

In its letter of October 31, 2000 (see Appendix G for a copy of the letter), the DMMO made the following conclusions regarding the disposal of dredged materials:

1) Up to 248,219 cubic meters (324,681 cubic yards) of site sediments are suitable for unconfined aquatic disposal and;

2)
Up to 319,181 cubic meters (417,503 cubic yards) of site sediments are suitable for beneficial reuse at upland wetland sites.

See response to Comment 2 in regard to plans for suitable dredged material.  Any sediment not suitable for aquatic disposal or reuse would be properly disposed of at a landfill.  It has been determined that all material not suitable for unconfined aquatic disposal could be disposed of at a Class II landfill which accepts non-hazardous materials in addition to designated wastes.  

Caltrans does not intend to issue a new DMMP, since all of the potential options have been discussed in the DMMP.  While volumes and costs may vary depending on the classification of dredged material, the DMMP contains conservative estimates of the expected types of materials.
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