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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

LITTER DAY & KEEP CALIFORNIA BEAUTIFUL

OAKLAND - Our Caltrans staff continues to improve mobility throughout the great state
of California with its annual quarterly “Litter Day”. On March 4, 2008 we partnered with
the statewide Keep America Beautiful campaign and California Highway Patrol to raise
awareness on litter and it's impact on statewide traffic. Our maintenance crews
throughout the nine Bay Area counties participated in cleaning up litter left alongside the
highways. Our District 04 staff has spearheaded these quarterly “Litter Day” events and
now has influenced other districts and communities to become involved. The city of
Vallejo allotted part of “Litter Day” to cleaning up graffiti along state highways sound
walls. District 04 demonstrated the significance of how much litter was collected by
building a “Litter House” using large household items collected while picking up trash
along the state highways. Items such as: mattresses, stoves, refrigerators, couches,
and other household furniture items were collected and displayed as if you were looking
inside of an actual home. It's not just cigarette butts and fast food cups anymore; large
household items cause roadside accidents and block lanes. The “Litter House” was
unveiled in Contra Costa County along Highway 4 in Antioch, CA. Along with the
construction of our “Litter House” maintenance crews also stacked piles of trash bags in
strategic locations along state highways to demonstrate once again that litter is a
continuing problem.

In order to raise awareness within our district, our Caltrans staff dedicated 2,367 hours
to strictly litter pickup and the construction of our “Litter House”. An entire day of litter
pickup cost us approximately $120,684.03. Our efforts to ‘Keep California Beautiful’
should allow for the cost to dwindle throughout the year with the recognition of litter
being raised from our statewide “Litter Day” event and some of the cost can be put
toward improving our state roads and highways. After completion of the event, it was
calculated that 326 miles of freeway shoulders were cleaned and the total amount of
litter obtained was 639 yards in length, which equates to the span of almost seven
football fields.
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