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Figure 1. Project Vicinity
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Figure 2. Project Location
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General Information About this Document

General I nformation About This Document

What's in this document?

The CdliforniaDepartment of Transportation has prepared an Initial Study — Proposed
Mitigated Negative Declaration, which examinesthe potential environmental impactsfor
the proposed project located on SR 12 Cume Road to Liberty ISand Road in Solano
County. The document describeswhy the project is being proposed, the existing
environment that could be affected by the project, and any potential impacts.

What should you do?

Pleaseread thisInitial Study (CEQA). We welcomeyour comments. If you have any
concernsregarding the proposed project, please send your written commentsto Caltrans
by the deadline. Submit your commentsviaregular mail to Caltrans, Attn: Howell Chan,
Officeof Environmental Analysis, P.O. Box 23660, Mail Station 6-C, Oakland, CA
94623-0660; submit commentsviaemail to Howell Chan@ dot.cagov

Submit commentsby the deadline: April 15,2008

Thisdocument isalso available a www.dot.ca.gov/dist4/envdocs.htm

What happensafter this?

Datesfor open forum public meetingshave been tentatively scheduled in late-March
2008. Pleasecheck your local newspaper for theformal announcements. After
comments are received from the public and reviewingagencies, Caltrans may (1) give
environmental approva to the proposed project, (2) undertake additional environmental
studies, or (3) abandon the project. If the project were given environmental gpprova and
funding were appropriated, Caltrans could design and congtruct al or part of the project.

For individualswith sensory disabilities, thisdocument is availablein Braille, large print,
on audiocassette, or computer disk. To obtaina copy in oneof these alternateformats,
pleasecall or writeto Cdtrans, Attn: Howell Chan, Senior Environmental Planner, P.O.
Box 23660, Mail Station 6-C, Oakland, CA 94623-0660; (510) 286-5623 Voice, or use
the CdiforniaRelay Service TTY number, (510) 286-4454.
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State of California SCH Number: [ ]
Department of Transportation 04-SOL-12, PM 20.6/21.3 and 22.6/23.7
EA 2A6200

Negative Declaration (CEQA)

Pursuant to: Division 13, Public Resources Code
Project Description

The Cdifornia Department of Transportation (Caltrans) proposesto provide standard eight-foot
shouldersin bothdirectionsof StateRoute 12 from Azevedo Road to Liberty ISand Road (PM
22.7/23.7), and to add | eft-turn pocketsat Azevedo Road (PM22.7), McClosky Road (PM 21.3)

and Currie Road (PM 20.6).
}

Determination

Caltrans has prepared an I nitial Study and determines from this study that the proposed project
would not have a significant effect on the environment for thefollowing reasons:

e Theproject will not significantly affect fish, plant lifeor wildlife; nor will it significantly
affect any rare or endangered species.

e Therewill beno significant impacts upon the aesthetic features of the area.

e The project will not significantly affect any important farmland, any floodplain or any
wetlands.

e No historic or archaeologica sites or structures of architectural or engineering
significancewill be affected.

e Theproject will not affect neighborhoods, social, cultural, or educational facilities, or the
economy of the area.

¢ Thepotentia for geologic or seismic hazardswill not beincreased by the project.

e The project is compatible with local, regional and state land use planning and will not
introduce any new patternsof land use or any growthin thearea. It will not alter present
patternsof traffic circulation or movement.

e Therewill be noimpactson noisg, air, and water quality. The project will not changethe
rate of usefor any natural resources.

JamesB. Richards Date
Deputy District Director
California Department of Transportation
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Summary

Summary

The CdiforniaDepartment of Transportation proposes to upgrade State Route (SR) 12 to
meet current Catransdesign standards. SR 12 is currently a two-lane highway that serves
asthe mgor east-west corridor connecting Napa, Sonoma, and Solano Countiesand the
San Joaquin Valey. Thishighway isalso strategically located asthe only east-west route
connecting Solano County to the Sacramento and Stockton areas and, as such, handlesa
significant amount of interregional traffic. The existing shoulders are standard 8-foot
widein both directions between Currie Road (PM 20.6) and Azevedo Road (PM 22.7).
From Azevedo Road (PM 22.7) to Liberty Idand Road (PM 23.7), the existing roadway
shoulders arelessthan the 8-foot standard width in both directions. However, thereare
no left-turnlanes at the threeintersections of Currie Road (PM 20.6), McCloskey Road
(PM 21.3), and Azevedo Road (PM 22.7).

No significant environmental impacts have been identified in technical studies prepared
for the proposed project. Caltranshasused avoidance and minimization measuresthat
reduce any potential project impactsto alevel of insgnificance. A Categorical Excluson
isbeing prepared for this project.to satisfy the requirements under NEPA.

Thealignment passesthough land with potential biological resources. Technical studies
addressing potential impactsto listed species and critical habitat including verna pools
for listed speciesare currently underway. Undetermined vernal poolsmay belost dueto
the project, but would be replacedin an adjacent mitigation area aready identified by
Catransstaff and gpproved by resource agencies. During construction near Well Creek
Bridge, measures would be taken to avoid any impactsto nesting birdsand aquatic
wildlifein the waters below.

This project may affect thefollowing federally listed species:.

verna pool fairy shrimp (Branchinectalynchiii), verna pool tadpoleshrimp (Lepidurus
packardi), Conservancy fairy shrimp (Branchinectaconservatio), Californiatiger
salamander (Ambystoma californience)

Additionally, the project may affect the following Californiastate listed species.

Swainson's hawk (Buteo swainsonii), burrowing owl (Athene conicularia), giant garter
snake(Thanmophis gigus).
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Summary -

Permitsrequired for this project include:

CdliforniaFish and Game Code 1602 Streambed Alteration Agreements
Section 401 Water Quality Certifiction Permit

US Army Corps of Engineers Section 404 Nationwide Permits 14 and 33
US Fish and WildlifeSection 7 Consultation

Theproject would require approximately 5.53 acresof additional right of way (R/W) in
order to accommodatestandard shoulders and profile adjustments. ThisR/W would bein
theform of narrow "' diver'" acquisitionsfrom ranches engaged in agricultural pursuits
along thelength of the project. Agricultural land is protected from conversion by State
and Federd laws. However, theland and soil are considered non-primefor intensive
agriculture, and the amount of acqusitionissmall in relation to the amount of agricultural
acreagein Solano County and the acreage of the adjacent ranches. Therefore, thiswould
not be a significant impact.

X SR 12 Shoulder Widening and Left-Turn Pockets Project



