Appendix | Correspondence

This appendix includes the following correspondence regarding the proposed project.

e Species list: A list of species of concern obtained from the online database of the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Sacramento field office in August 2010
to assist in the identification of sensitive plant and wildlife species that might
occur in the project region.

e Finding of de minimis impacts on Section 4(f) facilities: A letter to the City of
Burlingame, submitted on October 20, 2010, by the San Mateo County
Transportation Authority (SMCTA) on behalf of the Department, requesting
concurrence on the proposed finding; and the November 3, 2010, concurrence
letter from the City of Burlingame.

e National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s National Marine Fisheries
Service (NOAA Fisheries) consultation: The August 23, 2010, informal
consultation request from the Department; the December 7, 2010, response from
NOAA Fisheries; and the December 29, 2010, follow-up letter from the
Department regarding proposed conservation recommendations.

e The USFWS Biological Opinion, dated March 9, 2011.

e The Federal Highway Administration project-level conformity determination,
dated March 9, 2011.
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August 19, 2010
Document Number: 100819111014

Lynn Mcintyre
URS Corporation
1333 Broadway
Suite 800

Oakland, CA 94612

Subject: Species List for US 101/Broadway Interchange Reconstruction Project
Dear: Ms. Mcintyre

We are sending this official species list in response to your August 19, 2010 request for information about
endangered and threatened species. The list covers the California counties and/or U.S. Geological Survey 7%2
minute quad or quads you requested.

Our database was developed primarily to assist Federal agencies that are consulting with us. Therefore, our lists
include all of the sensitive species that have been found in a certain area and also ones that may be affected by
projects in the area. For example, a fish may be on the list for a quad if it lives somewhere downstream from that
quad. Birds are included even if they only migrate through an area. In other words, we include all of the species we
want people to consider when they do something that affects the environment.

Please read Important Information About Your Species List (below). It explains how we made the list and describes
your responsibilities under the Endangered Species Act.

Our database is constantly updated as species are proposed, listed and delisted. If you address proposed and
candidate species in your planning, this should not be a problem. However, we recommend that you get an updated
list every 90 days. That would be November 17, 2010.

Please contact us if your project may affect endangered or threatened species or if you have any questions about
the attached list or your responsibilities under the Endangered Species Act. A list of Endangered Species Program
contacts can be found at www.fws.gov/sacramento/es/branches.htm.

Endangered Species Division

TAKE F'FE]DE‘EE: +
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U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Sacramento Fish & Wildlife Office

Federal Endangered and Threatened Species that Occur in
or may be Affected by Projects in the Counties and/or
U.S.G.S. 7 1/2 Minute Quads you requested

Document Number: 100819111014
Database Last Updated: April 29, 2010

Quad Lists

Listed Species

Invertebrates
Euphydryas editha bayensis
bay checkerspot butterfly (T)
Critical habitat, bay checkerspot butterfly (X)

Haliotes cracherodii
black abalone (E) (NMFS)

Haliotes sorenseni
white abalone (E) (NMFS)

Icaricia icarioides missionensis
mission blue butterfly (E)

Speyeria zerene myrtleae
Myrtle's silverspot butterfly (E)
Fish
Acipenser medirostris
green sturgeon (T) (NMFS)

Eucyclogobius newberryi
tidewater goby (E)

Hypomesus transpacificus
delta smelt (T)

Oncorhynchus kisutch
coho salmon - central CA coast (E) (NMFS)

Oncorhynchus mykiss
Central California Coastal steelhead (T) (NMFS)
Central Valley steelhead (T) (NMFS)
Critical habitat, Central California coastal steelhead (X) (NMFS)
Oncorhynchus tshawytscha
Central Valley spring-run chinook salmon (T) (NMFS)
winter-run chinook salmon, Sacramento River (E) (NMFS)
Amphibians
Rana draytonii

California red-legged frog (T)
Critical habitat, California red-legged frog (X)

Reptiles
Caretta caretta
loggerhead turtle (T) (NMFS)
Chelonia mydas (incl. agassizi)
green turtle (T) (NMFS)
Dermochelys coriacea
leatherback turtle (E) (NMFS)
Lepidochelys olivacea
olive (=Pacific) ridley sea turtle (T) (NMFS)

Thamnophis sirtalis tetrataenia
San Francisco garter snake (E)
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Birds

Brachyramphus marmoratus
Critical habitat, marbled murrelet (X)
marbled murrelet (T)

Charadrius alexandrinus nivosus
western snowy plover (T)
Diomedea albatrus
short-tailed albatross (E)
Pelecanus occidentalis californicus
California brown pelican (E)
Rallus longirostris obsoletus
California clapper rail (E)
Sternula antillarum (=Sterna, =albifrons) browni
California least tern (E)

Mammals

Arctocephalus townsendi
Guadalupe fur seal (T) (NMFS)

Balaenoptera borealis

sei whale (E) (NMFS)
Balaenoptera musculus

blue whale (E) (NMFS)
Balaenoptera physalus

finback (=fin) whale (E) (NMFS)
Enhydra lutris nereis

southern sea otter (T)
Eubalaena (=Balaena) glacialis

right whale (E) (NMFS)
Eumetopias jubatus

Steller (=northern) sea-lion (T) (NMFS)
Physeter catodon (=macrocephalus)

sperm whale (E) (NMFS)

Reithrodontomys raviventris
salt marsh harvest mouse (E)

Plants

Cirsium fontinale var. fontinale

fountain thistle (E)
Eriophyllum latilobum

San Mateo woolly sunflower (E)
Hesperolinon congestum

Marin dwarf-flax (=western flax) (T)
Potentilla hickmanii

Hickman's potentilla (=cinquefoil) (E)

Proposed Species

Amphibians

Quads Containing Listed, Proposed or Candidate Species:

Rana draytonii

Critical habitat, California red-legged frog (PX)

MONTARA MOUNTAIN (448C)
SAN MATEO (448D)

http://www.fws.gov/sacramento/es/spp_lists/auto_list.cfim

Key

County Lists
No county species lists requested.

(E) Endangered - Listed as being in danger of extinction.

(T) Threatened - Listed as likely to become endangered within the foreseeable future.
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(P) Proposed - Officially proposed in the Federal Register for listing as endangered or threatened.

(NMFS) Species under the Jurisdiction of the National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration Fisheries Service.
Consult with them directly about these species.

Critical Habitat - Area essential to the conservation of a species.

(PX) Proposed Critical Habitat - The species is already listed. Critical habitat is being proposed for it.

(C) Candidate - Candidate to become a proposed species.

(V) Vacated by a court order. Not currently in effect. Being reviewed by the Service.

(X) Critical Habitat designated for this species

Important Information About Your Species List

How We Make Species Lists

We store information about endangered and threatened species lists by U.S. Geological
Survey 7% minute quads. The United States is divided into these quads, which are about the
size of San Francisco.

The animals on your species list are ones that occur within, or may be affected by projects
within, the quads covered by the list.
® Fish and other aquatic species appear on your list if they are in the same watershed as your
quad or if water use in your quad might affect them.

® Amphibians will be on the list for a quad or county if pesticides applied in that area may be
carried to their habitat by air currents.

® Birds are shown regardless of whether they are resident or migratory. Relevant birds on the
county list should be considered regardless of whether they appear on a quad list.

Plants

Any plants on your list are ones that have actually been observed in the area covered by the
list. Plants may exist in an area without ever having been detected there. You can find out
what's in the surrounding quads through the California Native Plant Society's online
Inventory of Rare and Endangered Plants.

Surveying

Some of the species on your list may not be affected by your project. A trained biologist
and/or botanist, familiar with the habitat requirements of the species on your list, should
determine whether they or habitats suitable for them may be affected by your project. We
recommend that your surveys include any proposed and candidate species on your list.
See our Protocol and Recovery Permits pages.

For plant surveys, we recommend using the Guidelines for Conducting and Reporting
Botanical Inventories. The results of your surveys should be published in any environmental
documents prepared for your project.

Your Responsibilities Under the Endangered Species Act
All animals identified as listed above are fully protected under the Endangered Species Act of
1973, as amended. Section 9 of the Act and its implementing regulations prohibit the take of
a federally listed wildlife species. Take is defined by the Act as "to harass, harm, pursue,
hunt, shoot, wound, Kill, trap, capture, or collect” any such animal.
Take may include significant habitat modification or degradation where it actually kills or
injures wildlife by significantly impairing essential behavioral patterns, including breeding,
feeding, or shelter (50 CFR 817.3).

Take incidental to an otherwise lawful activity may be authorized by one of two
procedures:

® If a Federal agency is involved with the permitting, funding, or carrying out of a project that
may result in take, then that agency must engage in a formal consultation with the Service.

During formal consultation, the Federal agency, the applicant and the Service work together to
avoid or minimize the impact on listed species and their habitat. Such consultation would result
in a biological opinion by the Service addressing the anticipated effect of the project on listed
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and proposed species. The opinion may authorize a limited level of incidental take.

® If no Federal agency is involved with the project, and federally listed species may be taken as
part of the project, then you, the applicant, should apply for an incidental take permit. The
Service may issue such a permit if you submit a satisfactory conservation plan for the species
that would be affected by your project.

Should your survey determine that federally listed or proposed species occur in the area and are
likely to be affected by the project, we recommend that you work with this office and the
California Department of Fish and Game to develop a plan that minimizes the project's direct
and indirect impacts to listed species and compensates for project-related loss of habitat. You
should include the plan in any environmental documents you file.

Critical Habitat

When a species is listed as endangered or threatened, areas of habitat considered essential
to its conservation may be designated as critical habitat. These areas may require special
management considerations or protection. They provide needed space for growth and normal
behavior; food, water, air, light, other nutritional or physiological requirements; cover or
shelter; and sites for breeding, reproduction, rearing of offspring, germination or seed
dispersal.

Although critical habitat may be designated on private or State lands, activities on these
lands are not restricted unless there is Federal involvement in the activities or direct harm to
listed wildlife.

If any species has proposed or designated critical habitat within a quad, there will be a
separate line for this on the species list. Boundary descriptions of the critical habitat may be
found in the Federal Register. The information is also reprinted in the Code of Federal
Regulations (50 CFR 17.95). See our Map Room page.

Candidate Species

We recommend that you address impacts to candidate species. We put plants and animals on
our candidate list when we have enough scientific information to eventually propose them for
listing as threatened or endangered. By considering these species early in your planning
process you may be able to avoid the problems that could develop if one of these candidates
was listed before the end of your project.

Species of Concern

The Sacramento Fish & Wildlife Office no longer maintains a list of species of concern.
However, various other agencies and organizations maintain lists of at-risk species. These
lists provide essential information for land management planning and conservation efforts.
More info

Wetlands

If your project will impact wetlands, riparian habitat, or other jurisdictional waters as defined
by section 404 of the Clean Water Act and/or section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act, you
will need to obtain a permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Impacts to wetland
habitats require site specific mitigation and monitoring. For questions regarding wetlands,
please contact Mark Littlefield of this office at (916) 414-6580.

Updates

Our database is constantly updated as species are proposed, listed and delisted. If you
address proposed and candidate species in your planning, this should not be a problem.
However, we recommend that you get an updated list every 90 days. That would be
November 17, 2010.
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The City of Burlingame

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT CITY HALL - 501 PRIMROSE ROAD CORPORATION YARD
Tel:(650) 558-7230 BURLINGAME, CALIFORNIA 94010-3997 Tel:(650) 558-7670
Fax:(650) 685-9310 Website: www.burlingame.or;

November 3, 2010

James McKim — Project Manager

San Mateo County Transportation Authority
1250 San Carlos

P.O. Box 3006

San Carlos, CA 94070

Dear Mr. McKim:

Please find enclosed a signed original Concurrence of De Minimis Impacts on Section 4(f) Facilities for the
US 101/Broadway Interchange Reconstruction Project. Please let us know if additional copies or other
actions are necessary.

Thank you for all your efforts on this project and we look forward to working with you further in this and other
productive future projects.

Sincerely,

Augustine Chou
Transportation Engineer
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October 20, 2010
Syed Murtuza
Director of Public Works
City of Butlingame
501 Primrose Road
Butlingame, CA 94010
Y Subj ect: US 101/Broadway Interchange Reconstruction Project —

Concutrence of De Minimis Impacts on Section 4(f) Facilities
Dear Mr. Murtuza,

The San Mateo County Transportation Authortity (T'A) and the California Depattment of
Transportation (Caltrans) ate requesting the City of Butlingame’s concutrence that the
proposed US 101/Broadway Interchange Reconstruction Project will have de minimis -
(minimal) impacts on city-owned recreational facilities in and adjacent to the project atea.
This concurtence is necessary for Caltrans, the National Environmental Policy Act lead
agency putsuant to 23 United States Code 327, to document that the project, with avoidance,
minimization, ot enhancement measures incorporated, would not adversely affect the
activities, features, and attributes that qualify the propetties for protection under Section 4(f)
of the Department of Transportation Act.

The TA is the sponsor of the proposed project, which would construct a new seven-lane
Broadway overcrossing approximately 170 feet to the north of the existing fout-lane
structure. The northern end of Airport Boulevard would also be shifted approximately 100
feet to the north to meet the new eastern landing of the overcrossing and maintain a four-leg
intersection with Broadway, Bayshore Highway, and the access road for the Crowne Plaza
Hotel. This will require temporatily detouting and permanently realigning a segment of the
Bay Tirail along Airport Boulevard as well as potential short-term closures of the trail, an
adjacent cul-de-sac (“Bay Trail turnaround”), and a trailside seating area (“Bay Trail
extension”), which are shown in Attachment A. Two recreational facilities outside of the
project limits, Bayside Park and the Butlingame Lagoon, could also be exposed to petiodic
construction noise. For the reasons detailed below, project-related effects on these
propetties will not adversely affect the activities, features, and attributes that qualify them for
protection under Section 4(f).

- Project-Related Changes to Section 4(f) Facilities
Temporary
Temporary closutes ot detouts of a segment of the Bay Trail would be requited to presetrve
public safety while construction takes place along Airport Boulevatd, east of Bayshote
Highway. Once the realignment of Airport Boulevard is completed, the trail can likely be

SAN MATEO COUNTY TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY
1250 San Carlos Ave. — P.O. Box 3006
San Carlos, CA 94070-1306 (850)508-6219
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reopened. The length of the trail closure(s) would therefore be shorter in duration than the
overall project schedule. Any detour routes onto Airport Boulevard would be separated from
traffic by a temporary battier (such as a K-rail) to ensure the safety of trail users. The Bay
Trail turnaround and extension would also need to be temporarily closed during
construction along Airport Boulevard.

Demolition of the gas station at the corner of Airport Boulevard and Bayshore Highway,
demolition of the Broadway overcrossing and ramps, pile installation for the new
overcrossing and retaining walls, realignment of Airport Boulevard, and pavement removal
and installation would cause petiodic noise and visual disturbance to recreationists. These
effects would be most pronounced when the activities are in progress near the Bay Trail, Bay
Trail turnaround, and Bay Ttail extension. As stated above, temporary closures of these
facilities would be required during the 1ea11g111ne11t of Airport Boulevard, which would
ptevent recreationists from being exposed to noise and visual disturbance during some
construction periods.

Outside of the project limits, visitots to Bayside Park could also expetience periodic
construction noise and visual disturbance. Tall trees around the northern and western
petimetet of Bayside Patk would provide some visual shielding. The Crowne Plaza Hotel
building and a betm to the south of the building would shield recreationists on the Bay Tirail
segment at the Butlingame Lagoon from most noise and visual disturbance. In addition,
many project construction activities would take place at night, when the park is closed.

Permanent

The realignment of Aitport Boulevard would require an approximately 150-foot section of
the Bay Trail to be shifted to the north. An existing grass median between the Bay Trail and
roadway of Airpott Boulevard, some shrubs and ornamental landscaping, and pavement
would have to be removed to accommodate the realignment of Airport Boulevard and the
Bay Trail. Approximately 2,400 square feet of Bay Trail pavement and streetside landscaping
would be affected.

The realigned trail section would be 10 feet wide. The realigned trail would conform with the
existing trail alignment at the Bay Trail turnaround, which would not be permanently
affected. The elevation of Aitport Boulevard and the Bay Trail would be gradually increased
by approximately 8 feet as they approach Bayshore Highway, and an earth embankment
would be installed along the northern side of the road. No Bay fill would be required to
suppott the realigned road or trail section. The realignment of the Bay Trail would not affect
its long-term use.

The realignment of Airport Boulevard and the Bay Trail to the north would require
petmanent acquisition of an approximately 800-squate-foot séction at the southwestern edge
of the Bay Trail extension. The section that would be acquired contains pavement and
landscaping and is not critical to the recreational use of the Bay Trail extension. The existing
seating area would remain in place and would continue to provide views of the Bay.

The project would add a paved path from the southeastern corner of Broadway, Bayshore
Highway, Airport Boulevard, and the Crowne Plaza Hotel access road within the existing
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right-of-way to an existing path into the northwestern corner of Bayside Park. The paved
path would improve bicyéle and pedestrian access to Bayside Park. The project would have
no permanent adverse impacts to Bayside Patk or the Burlingame Lagoon.

Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Enhancement Measures

Parts of the Bay Trail and Bay Trail extension in the project limits would need to be
temporarily closed or detoured during construction. The Department and SMCTA will
develop a trail closure plan during the final design phase and before submitting the Bay
Conservation and Development Commission (BCDC) permit application for the ploposed
project. The trail closure plan will:

. Minimize the number of days that the Bay Trail and Bay Trail extension will be closed
to the public;

e Include a mandatory signage plan notifying Bay Trail users of closed segments or full
closures. Notices will be posted at Bay Trail access points as appropriate; and

. Provide a detour or alternate route for trail users duting construction. If safety
concetns prevent use of another route, the trail closure will be kept to the minimum
petiod possible.

A Transportation Management Plan will also be developed as part of the project to address
impacts to motor vehicle, bicycle, and pedestrian access during project construction. The
plan will maintain bicycle and pedestrian access to the maximum extent feasible as part of
construction staging. The plan will include briefing local public officials and developing a
public information program to notify the public of project progtess and upcoming closutes
and detouts. The public information program will include outteach to ride shating agencies,
transit operators, and neighbothood and special interest groups.

Concurrence Request :

We are requesting the City of Burlingame’s concurrence with the above findings and
signature on this letter to indicate the same. This concutrence is necessaty to proceed with
the review and approval of the environmental document for the project. If you require any
additional information on this matter, please contact Lynn Mclntyre at URS, TA’s
subconsultant, at 510.874.3149. We appteciate your involvement and assistance on this
project.

Simcerely,

James W. McKim
Project Manager
San Mateo County Transportation Authority
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cc: Thomas Rosevear, Caltrans
Ed Pang, Caltrans

This signature constitutes concutrence with the finding of de minimis impact described in this
letter. As stated above, the City of Buzlingame has jurisdiction over the Bay Trail (and
associated Bay Trail turnaround and extension), Bayside Park, and the Burlingame Lagoon,
all of which are Section 4(f) properties. We agree with the assessment of project impacts on
these facilities and with the proposed avoidance, minimization, and/or enhancement
measutes. The project will not adversely affect the activities, features, and attributes that
qualify the facilities for protection under Section 4(f).

Ayed Mifinfzy/
Director of Public Works
City of Butlingame
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Attachment A
Section 4(f) Resources Near the Project Limits
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National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s National Marine Fisheries
Service Consultation








































































































