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July 26, 2006

Mr, Gregery C. McConnell

Attention: Ms Sheryl Dorado

Department of Transportation, District 4, Environmental Analysis
Mail Station 8B

P.O. Box 23660

Oazkland, CA 94623-0660

RE: Draft Environmental Impact Report for Caldecott Improvement Project
Dear Mr. McConnell:

At its July 2006 meeting the California Transportation Commission, as a responsible agency, reviewed
the Draft Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Assessment (DEIR) for the Caldecott
Improvement Project. The Commission:

e Views Alternative 3N (three-lane tunnel north of the existing bores) as the preferred alternative.
Alternative 3N will provide the needed capacity to relieve congestion and improve the
transportation reliability in this corridor.

o Requests that Caltrans identify the specific funding source(s) and the level of certainty that those
revenues would be available to fund the alternative selected.

If you have questions, please call Robert Chung, CTC Deputy Director at 916-654-4245.

Sincerely,

MARIAN BERGESON
Chair, California Transportation Commission

cc: Commissioners
John Barna, CTC
Robert Chung, CTC
Jay Norvell, Caltrans
Ross Chittenden, Caltrans

Thank you for your comments.

1-Alternative 2N has been identified as the Preferred Alternative.

Alternative” in Chapter 1.

2- Please see the essay on “Funding” in Chapter 1.

Please see the essay “Preferred
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Governor Director

July 13, 2006

Sheryl Dorado

Department of Transportation, District 4
111 Grand Avenue, MS 8B

Oakland, CA 94612-3006

Subject: Caldecott Improvement Project
SCH#: 2002112068

Dear Sheryl Dorado:

The State Clearinghouse submitted the above named Draft EIR to selected state agencies for review. On the
enclosed Document Details Report please note that the Clearinghouse has listed the state agencies that
reviewed your document. The review period closed on July 12, 2006, and the comments from the
responding agency (ies) is (are) enclosed. If this comment package is not in order, please notify the State
Clearinghouse immediately. Please refer to the project’s ten-digit State Clearinghouse number in future
correspondence so that we may respond promptly.

Please note that Section 21104(c) of the California Public Resources Code states that:

“A responsible or other public agency shall only make substantive comments regarding those
activities involved in a project which are within an area of expertise of the agency or which are
required to be carried out or approved by the agency. Those comments shall be supported by
specific documentation.”

These comments are forwarded for use in preparing your final environmental document. Should you need
more information or clarification of the enclosed comments, we recommend that you contact the
commenting agency directly.

This letter acknowledges that you have complied with the State Clearinghouse review requirements for draft

environmental documents, pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act. Please contact the State
Clearinghouse at (916) 445-0613 if you have any questions regarding the environmental review process.

Sincerely,

Terry RoBerts

Director, State Clearinghouse

Enclosures
cc: Resources Agency

1400 TENTH STREET P.O.BOX 3044 SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 85812-3044
TEL (916) 445-0613 FAX (916) 323-3018 www.opr.ca.gov
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SCH#
Project Title
Lead Agency

Document Details Report
State Clearinghouse Data Base

2002112068
Caldecott Improvement Project
Caltrans #4

Type

Description

EIR DraftEIR
Construct either a 2-lane or 3-lane bore north of the existing tunnels.

Lead Agency Contact

Name
Agency
Phone
email
Address
City

Sheryl Dorado

Department of Transportation, District 4
(510) 286-5611 Fax
111 Grand Avenue, MS 8B

Qakland State CA  Zip 94612-3006

Project Location

County

city

Region

Cross Streets
Parcel No.
Township

Alameda, Contra Costa
Oakland, Orinda

Range Section Base

Proximity to:

Highways
Airports
Railways
Waterways
Schools
Land Use

24 and 13

Tunnel/Highway Corridor

Project Issues

Aesthetic/Visual: Air Quality; Archaeologic-Historic; Cumulative Effects; Economics/Jobs; Flood
Plain/Flooding; Geologic/Seismic; Growth Inducing; Landuse; Noise; Population/Housing Balance;
Public Services; Recreation/Parks; Schools/Universities; Soil Erosion/Compaction/Grading;
Toxic/Hazardous; Traffic/Circulation; Vegetation; Water Quality; Water Supply; Wetland/Riparian;
Wildlife

Reviewing
Agencies

Resources Agency; Regional Water Quality Control Board, Region 2; Department of Parks and
Recreation; Native American Heritage Commission; Public Utilities Commission; Department of
Housing and Community Development; Department of Health Services; Department of Forestry and
Fire Protection; Department of Conservation; California Highway Patrol; State Lands Commission; Air
Resources Board, Transportation Projects

Date Received

05/15/2006 Start of Review 05/15/2006 End of Review 07/12/2006

Note: Blanks in data fields result from insufficient information provided by lead agency.
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Mr. Gregory C. McConnell -2- Draft EIR for Caldecott Improvement Project

The DEIR subsequently notes that “the amount of additional runoff...is negligible for either the two-
lane or three-lane new tunnel.” The DEIR does not provide a basis for determining that this
additional impervious surface would have negligible consequences on water quality. Please provide
a more thorough discussion on the areas of added impervious surfaces; specifically:

e Does the area of added impervious surface refer to the tunnel approaches only, or does
it refer to both the tunnel roadway and the approach surfaces?

e What is the area of impervious area proposed to be added to each end of the tunnel
approaches?

e What area of impervious surface within the project site will drain to San Pablo Creek?

e [fa portion of added impervious surface will drain to San Pablo Creek, why does the
Department believe that the increase in flow volume and velocity will have an
insignificant effect on the Creek and its’ beneficial uses, as identified on page 131 of
the DEIR (i.c., what analyses have been completed allowing such a determination)?
(Also, note that the Water Board concurs with the DEIR assertion that the potential
increase in discharge of stormwater volume and velocity into Temescal Creek will
not have significant consequent effects on the creek, which flows through a culvert
nearly all the way to the Bay.)

Additionally, the DEIR should state that the Department will ensure the appropriate treatment of
stormwater runoff from the entirety of the arca of new and any redeveloped impervious surface.
Should it prove infeasible to treat runoff, the DEIR should require the Department to identify
alternate treatment that will provide a water quality benefit equivalent to the foregone treatment.

Wetlands Tmpacts
The proposed tunnel alternatives will provide a subdrain to relieve groundwater hydrostatic pressure

on the tunnel walls (2.2.2.2, Groundwater). The EIR should address the possibility of any wetland
impacts resulting from the associated perpetual groundwater drawdown.

If you have any questions, comments, or concerns, please contact Brendan Thompson of my staff at
(510) 622-2506, or via e-mail to BThompson@waterboards.ca.gov.

Sincerely,

Keith . Lichten, P.E.
Senior Engineer

ce: State Clearinghouse

California Environmental Protection Agency

@ Recycled Paper

Thank you for your comments. The letter from the California Regional Water Control Board is addressed
in Chapter 5.
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Governor’s Office of Planning and Research State Clearinghouse and Planning Unit
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Governor’s Office of Planning and Research

State Clearinghouse and Planning Unit org
Amold Schwarzenegger Sean Walsh
Governor Director
Memorandum
Date: July 18, 2006
To: All Reviewing Agencies
From: Scott Morgan, Senior Planner
Re: SCH # 200211 2068

Caldecott Improvement Project

The Lead Agency has extended the review period for the above referenced project to July

31, 2006 to accommodate the review process. All other project information remains the

same.

&= Sheryl Dorado
Department of Transportation, District 4
111 Grand Avenue, MS 8B
QOakland, CA 94612-3006

1400 TENTH STREET P.0. BOX 3044 SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 95812-3044
TEL (916) 445-0613 FAX (916) 323-3018 www.opr.ca.gov

The original 60 day comment period due to end July 15, 2006 was extended to July 31, 2006 because of
technical difficulties from June 29" through July 5" when emails sent to the project website were not

received.
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