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1, 2, and 3 - Please see the essay on “The Environmental Process; Environmental Impact 
Statement/Environmental Impact Report (EIS/EIR) versus an Environmental Assessment/Environmental Impact 
Report (EA/EIR); and Criteria for Significance” in Chapter 1. 

4- Please see the essay on “Project Study Area Boundaries” in Chapter 1. 

5- Please see response #2 in the essay on “Traffic Modeling/Forecasting” in Chapter 1. Please also see response 
#2 in the essay on “Traffic Operations” in Chapter 1. 

6- Please see responses #2 and #3 in the essay on “Traffic Modeling/Forecasting” in Chapter 1. 

7- Please see response #9 in the essay on “Traffic Operations” in Chapter 1. 
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8- Please see response #5 in the essay on “Traffic Operations” in Chapter 1. 

9- Please see the essay on “Cumulative Impacts/Enhancements” in Chapter 1. 

10- Please see the essays on “Cumulative Impacts/Enhancements” and “Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Access/Improvements” in Chapter 1. 

11- Noise abatements are considered only at locations where noise impacts are identified within the project 
study area boundaries. Caltrans has no program to provide noise abatements for areas currently subject to 
freeway traffic noise, or where there is no new freeway or reconstruction of an existing freeway. Reflective 
noise will not be a problem at this location. A wall that perfectly reflects all the noise that hits it (physically not 
possible) will increase noise by no more than 3 dBA, and this will be masked by the originating traffic noise.  
Please also see the essay on “Project Study Area Boundaries” in Chapter 1. 

12- Please see the essay on “Constructing the Tunnel from the East Side Only” in Chapter 1. 

13- The preliminary reports for the 710 tunnel include a schedule that shows tunnel excavation taking 
approximately 6 years. This schedule appears to be based on using two roadheaders per tunnel each mining 
approximately 10,000 feet of tunnel or approximately 1,700 feet per year. The schedule developed for the fourth 
bore predicts that tunnel excavation will take approximately 18 months using 2 roadheaders for a total of 3700 
feet of tunnel. This results in an average rate per roadheader of 1230 feet/year.  The construction schedule for 
the fourth bore is based on a very detailed analysis and has been independently verified by industry experts.   

14- Please see the essay on “Cumulative Impacts/Enhancements” in Chapter 1. 

15 and 16- Please see the essay on “The Environmental Process; Environmental Impact 
Statement/Environmental Impact Report (EIS/EIR) versus an Environmental Assessment/Environmental Impact 
Report (EA/EIR); and Criteria for Significance” in Chapter 1. 
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Grassetti Environmental Consulting 
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