


State Route 149 TCCR Summary 
 
State Route (SR) 149 is a four-lane expressway that begins at SR 70 near Oroville and traverses north to SR 
99, south of the city of Chico.  The approximately 4.6 mile Route lies within Caltrans District 3.   
 
The Route serves interregional and local commuter traffic, is a major north-south connector to SR 70 and 
SR 99, and provides a critical link in the State Highway System for the fast-growing areas of Chico, Oro-
ville and neighboring communities.  The route is located in a rural-residential part of Butte County, with 
no major land use development expected in the 20-year planning horizon.   
 
Long-term planning for the entire Route is addressed in this TCCR.  SR 149 is part of the Interregional 
Road System (IRRS), and one of ten IRRS routes identified in the Interregional Transportation Strategic 
Plan (ITSP) for “focused” investment of State Transportation funds.   
 
Recently completed improvements on SR 149 include freeway-to-freeway interchanges at SR 99 and SR 
70; and widening of the entire Route from two to four-lanes, including a median separating northbound 
and southbound traffic.  These improvements are intended to improve mobility and safety on the SR 149 
corridor.  SR 149 is not designated as a bikeway; however, bicycle and pedestrian travel is permitted for 
shared use with motor vehicles.   
 
A signal may be warranted at the SR 149/Shippee Road intersection, if a casino proposed by the 
Mechoopda Tribe is developed.  This intersection could be further upgraded to an interchange if war-
ranted in the future.    
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Notes/Definitions for the segment data is located on Page 4 

SR 149 Segment Data 
  Location Forecasted Level of Service (LOS)1 and Facility Type  

Segment   Description County 
From 
Post-
Mile 

To 
Post-
Mile 

Current 
LOS1 

20-Yr 
No 

Build 
LOS1,2 

20-Yr Con-
cept LOS1,3 

Existing 
Facility4 

Concept 
Facility4,5,6 

Ultimate 
Facility4,5,7   

1 From SR 70 to SR 
99 But 0.000 4.623 A B D 4E 4E 6E  

The following page provides a summary of the SR 149 segment.  This summary provide a segment overview, traffic analysis data, and a 
list of future projects.  Reference maps are also provided.  Needed improvement projects appear in one of three categories—Planned, 
Programmed, or Conceptual:   
 
A Planned Improvement or Action is a project in a long-term  plan such as an approved Regional Transportation Plan (RTP or MTP) or 
Capital Improvement Plan.  If an RTP/MTP contains the project but does not find that it can be funded within constrained funding 
limits, the Project may remain Conceptual (see below), requiring advocacy to bring it within financial constraints, regardless of the 
completion year.   
 
A Programmed Improvement or Action is a project in a near-term Programming Document identifying funding amounts by year, such 
as the State Transportation Improvement Program or the 4-year State Highway Operations and Protection Plan Program.   
 
A Conceptual  Improvement or Action is a project that is needed to maintain mobility or serve multimodal users, but is not currently 
included in a financially constrained list within a long-term plan and is not currently programmed.  



State and Local Responsibility      
Improvements to the State Highway System are the responsibility of both Caltrans and partner 
agencies.  Developments affecting this Route and the regional State Highway System may necessitate 
local jurisdictions to provide nexus-based proportional fair-share funding for future highway 
improvements and other transportation system improvements.   
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SR 149 is a 4-lane expressway that begins at the SR 
70 Junction north of Oroville and ends at the SR 99 junc-
tion.    

This segment currently operates at LOS A.  While 
the LOS is expected to decline to LOS B by 2030, no ma-
jor capacity-increasing improvements are anticipated in 
the 20-year horizon, because of the recent expansion of 
this facility from 2-to 4-lanes. 

Right-of-way should be preserved, if the Shippee 
Road intersection ultimately requires conversion to a 
full interchange. 

Planned:  
♦ Maintenance and Operations 
 
Programmed: 
♦ None 
 
Conceptual: 
♦ Shippee Road—signal if warranted; $0.25M; TBD; 

Local 

State Route 149 Segment Summary 

Segment - SR 70 Junction  to SR 99 Junction  
(P.M. 0.0/R4.623) 

Highway Improvement Projects 
With Construction Cost in Millions (M) and Year of Funding 

or Completion 

SR 149 Segment Data continued 
  Current Traffic Data - 2010 Prior 3 Years Future Traffic Data - 2030 

 Percentage of 
Trucks 

Peak Direc-
tional 
Split8 

Peak Hour 
Traffic 

Average An-
nual Daily 

Traffic9 

Volume 
over Ca-
pacity10 

Reported Colli-
sion Rate Com-

parison (% Com-
pared to State Av-

erage)12 

Peak Hour 
Traffic (No

-Build) 

Avg. Annual 
Daily Traffic 
(No-Build)9 

Volume 
over Ca-
pacity10 

(No Build) 

  6.3% 52% 1,550 14,300 0.20 -22% 2,770 25,600 0.35 

New Shippee Rd 

Old Shippee Rd 
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Please contact below for questions and concerns about this TCCR: 
Caltrans District 3, Office of Transportation Planning 

703 B Street, Marysville, CA, 95901-0911 
Telephone: (530) 741-5151 

Or visit the TCCR website at:  http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist3/departments/planning/systemplanning.html 

State Route 149 Area Map 

Notes/Definitions 
1. Level of Service (LOS)-A measure of traffic density conditions, with “A” representing the least amount of density  and “F”  the most 
congested conditions.  For the above peak hour LOS, A and B are not needed to provide good conditions. 
 
 
 

 LOS  LOS  LOS  LOS  LOS  LOS 
     A:            B:    C:       D:         E:     F:  

LOS A – Free Flowing Conditions. 
LOS B – Speeds at or near free-flow speed, but presence of other users begins to be noticeable. 
LOS C – Speeds at or near free-flow speed, but freedom to maneuver is noticeably restricted.  
LOS D – Speeds begin to decline slightly with increasing flow; freedom to maneuver is more restricted. 
LOS E – Operating conditions at or near roadway capacity.  Even minor disruptions to the traffic stream can cause delay. 
LOS F – Breakdown in vehicle flow.  Queues form quickly behind point in the roadway where the arrival flow rate      
  temporarily exceeds the departure rate.   

2.     20-Year LOS (No Build)–The LOS that would be expected at 20 years with no improvements. 
3.     20-Year Concept LOS-The minimum acceptable LOS over the next 20 years. 
4.     Facility Type Codes-C = Conventional Highway; E = Expressway; F = Freeway; HOV =  High Occupancy Vehicle lanes; Aux =         
 Auxiliary lanes.   
5.     Operational Improvements are included in future facilities for all segments.  Examples of operational improvements include Traffic 
 Operations Systems improvements and Auxiliary Lanes. 
6.     Concept Facility-The future roadway with improvements needed in the next 20 years.  If LOS “F”, no further degradation of service 
 from existing “F” is acceptable, as indicated by delay performance measurement. 
7.     Ultimate Facility-The future roadway with improvements needed beyond a 20 year timeframe. 
8.     Peak Directional Split-The percentage of total traffic in the heaviest traveled direction during the peak hour. 
9.     Average Annual Daily Traffic (AADT)-The average number of vehicles per day in both directions. 
10.   Volume over Capacity (V/C)-The volume of traffic compared to the capacity of the roadway. 
11.   Volume over Capacity does not determine LOS for two– or three- lane facilities, or segments with intersection delay.   
12.   Reported Collision Rate Index (% Compared to State Average)– The percentage by which each segment’s reported collisions rate 
 (fatal, injury, and property-damage-only) is above or below the statewide average reported collisions rate on comparable facilities. 
 Source: 3-Year Caltrans Traffic Accident Surveillance and Analysis System data. 




