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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
P.0. Box 496073

Redding, CA 960496073

TTY Telephone (530)225-2019

FAX (530)225-3019

TELEPHONE (530) 225-3174

Flex your power!
Be energy efficient!

January 29, 2004

Qu}ncy, CA 95971

Dear Mr.

Thank you for attending the public information meeting for the proposed Spanish Creek Bridge
project and for taking the time to provide written comments. Per your request, enclosed are photo-
simulations depicting different types of bridges that will be considered for project alternatives that
include a new bridge. A photograph of the existing bridge is included for comparison.

If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to contact me at the address or telephone
number referenced above.

Sincerely,

Environmental Planner )
. North Region Office of Environmental Management -
Redding

Attachments

“Caltrans improves mobility across California”
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HPRM

Feather River Rail Society
P O Box 608 * Portola, CA 96122 ¢ museum 530.832.4131 * office 530.832.1657 * fax 530.832.1854 * www.wplives.org

e 1" i Western
Paclific
Rail

tisToRicat SocisTy

John Walker

Westem Pacific Railroad
Historical Society

Portola Railroad Museum
Feather River Rail Society

February 12, 2004

Mr. Jonathon Oldham

Chief, Environmental Management Office
P.O. Box 496073

Redding, CA 96049-6073

Dear Mr. Oldham,

Unfortunately, I was unable to attend the January 27, 2004 public information meeting concerning the Spanish Creek Bridge
on Highway 70 in Plumas County. I have some knowledge of the proposed replacement of the existing bridge and would like to
respectfully offer some concerns and ideas I have in regards to the project.

One of the great assets of Plumas County is the beautiful drive up Highway 70 through the fabulous Feather River Canyon.
As you arc aware, the canyon is largely unchanged since the highway was built in the 1930s. Both the railroad and the highway offer
the viewer a fascinating view of unique structural engineering and scenic delights.

Unfortunately, the narrow confines of the canyon do not allow for many places to pull off the road and rest or gain access to
the river. In addition, ﬂxen:isalugefollowingofnih‘oadeuthusiutswhoﬁketoukepimofﬁnsdougﬂﬁsmmﬂ:ere
are few opportunities for these photographers, or scenic photographers, fisherman, birdwatchers, etc. to pull off the road and park. Just
like the Spanish Creek Bridge, there are narrow shoulders and confined spaces that pose a severe threat to pedestrians, sightseers,
bicyclist and photographers.

IlmvebeentoldthaureplwementbxidgeovaSpmishCmekwaddlikdybeeonsuuaedtanhofthee:dsﬁngmumre,
would be higher and climb over the namrow ridges near the railroad “wye” bridge (known as “The Keddie Wye™) and come back down
to grade near the old gas station across from the eatrance to the Keddie Resort,

Hxvinguaveled!hisroutelevmlhﬁndmdﬁmuwertheyeux,Ithink‘thiswwldbenwondufulide&Wewmldhvea
betierbridge,amnigbtermetbatmlldeliminmaﬂoftbou;hamwwumthemoftheadcﬁngbﬂdgemddimimtﬁe
possibi!ity of pedestrian accidents in the vicinity of the Keddie Wye in the area the local people call “Vicki’s Comner”.

I would also like to propose for your consideration, that the existing bridge and road be left in place and a rest area be
emblishednea:ﬂ:eqweinthemdwhmpeopleovqiooktheKeddieWyeeastofthee:dsﬁngbﬁdge.Iwould suggest that this area
bewceuedviatheoldmadoomingweuﬁomﬂlexeddiekummdwminmuﬂwrenmIwwldﬂwnsuggutdmtlwmof
theoldmudbeconvenedtoawulkingmilaaouthee:dsﬁngbridgemdlinkingupwiththeU.S.FomtServioeumpgmtmd west of
the existing bridge.

Idonothavetheexpeniummﬂyud:esoilcomposiﬁmofﬂxenreaoﬂhemumrd requirements of the new bridge and
madway.Ihus,lhavenoiduofﬂwulsineexingdiﬁwlﬁeayoumaybeﬁcing. I just want to suggest that if it were possible to leave
theddmdmdadxﬁngbﬁdgeinplweforpedemimm this would become a popular rest and recreation spot. The scenic
ovedooknmthestdieWyeiu&votitelouﬁonforuilphotogmphnkailenﬂlusiastsﬁ'omallovalhewoddviﬁtﬁxislocaﬁm
annually. Our railroad musecum draws some 10,000 visitors a year and many ask me for directions to the wye. Over the years there has
beenmmycloseeallst‘orphotognphenwalkingovertotheno:ﬂuideofﬂzeroadtoovedookﬁewy&lbcumwherethmpeople
used to park has beea closed off with temporary concrete barriers now for several years in an attempt to stop pedestrians walking
crossing the road on this blind curve.
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By keeping the old road to this location, establishing a rest stop with restrooms, picnic tables, trash receptacles and
informational signs, this location would b ani ing and safe, scenic overlook and recreation area for Plumas County
travelers. Connecting this site via a walking trail across the existing bridge to the west would also enhance the existing campground.

[ have been given permission by our FRRS President Mr. Rod McClure to offer the assistance of the Feather River Rail
Society through the Portola Railroad Museum and the Western Pacific Railroad Historical Society in providing informational signs,
possibly a historical marker (the Keddie Wye was the location of the driving of the final spike of the Western Pacific Railroad in
1909) and possibly other assistance in helping to create a safe area for rail photographers and an informational stop for other Plumas

County travelers.

I thank you for your consideration of these suggestions. I think we have an opportunity to not only replace the existing
bridge, but also enhance the Highway 70 route with a nice recreation area as well. I would like to be involved in any additional pre-
planning, exploration of ideas and suggestions for this project. You can reach me at the address above or please feel free to contact me
personally at 530-713-4935,

Sincerely,
W

John Walker
Museum Manager
Portola Railroad Museum
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ATE OF CALIFORN A [R
. DEPARTMENT OF NSPO
P.O. Box 496073
Redding, CA 96049-6073
TTY Telephone (530)225-2019
FAX (530)225-3019
TELEPHONE (530) 225-3308

A—BUSIN A

Flex your power!
Be energy efficient!
March 3, 2004
MR. JOHN WALKER 03-Environmental Management
Feather River Rail Society PLU-70-PM 35.0/35.6
P.O. Box 608 03 172 02373100
Portola, CA 96122 Spanish Creek Bridge Project
Dear Mr. Walker:

Thank you for your letter in response to our public notice regarding planning for the
rehabilitation or replacement of the Spanish Creek Bridge (Brg. No. 9-15) on State Route 70
near Keddie. We welcome your participation during this early stage in the project development
process. You have provided many important issues for consideration, including a concern for
pedestrian safety and the benefits of providing a railroad viewing area at the Keddie Wye and a
pedestrian connection to the Spanish Creek Campground.

Your letter indicates that you have been told that a replacement bridge over Spanish Creek
would most likely be constructed south of the existing structure and that the highway would
climb over the ridges near the Keddie Wye and meet the existing highway grade again near the
entrance to the Keddie Resort. I have enclosed a display for your review depicting the project
site and altematives currently being evaluated. The purpose of the project is to provide a
highway crossing at Spanish Creek that meets modemn highway standards and accommodates
regional transportation needs. Within the scope of the proposed project, there is currently not a
need to extend the work much farther than the Spanish Creek Tunnel Overhead as indicated on
the display. The need for the project is based upon the following deficiencies: The Spanish
Creek Bridge exhibits signs of structural fatigue, does not meet modem seismic standards, does
not have standard shoulder width, and cannot accommodate some large permit loads due to lane
width and structural limitations for weight loading. Caltrans Office of Structure Design is
currently analyzing the bridge to determine if it would be feasible to rehabilitate the bridge
seismically and structurally, and modify the bridge to increase shoulder width and load capacity.

- This analysis is expected.to be completed by September 2004. We anticipate distribution of a
draft environmental document during the summer of 2005. The draft environmental document
will present an alternatives analysis and the studies and coordination that were undertaken to
arrive at the proposed solution. The input you have provided will be valuable to us during the
alternatives analysis and when determining the scope of the project.
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Mr. John Walker
March 3, 2004
Page 2

We appreciate the Feather River Rail Society’s offer of assistance on this important project and
we look forward to working with you. Please feel free to write or call me at (530) 225-3308, or
the project Environmental Coordinator, Chris Quiney, at (530) 225-3174.

Sincerely,
JONATHAN OLDHAM, Chief

Office of Environmental Management
North Region - Redding

. “Caltrans improves mobility across California”
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' .Q California Regional Water Quality Control Board
Central Valley Region

Arnold Schwarzenegg:

Terry Tamminen
Ty Redding Office Governor

Secretary for d ; o
Environmental 415 Knollcrest Drive, Suite 100, Redding, Califomia 96002
Protection Phone (530) 224-4845 « FAX (530) 224-4857
http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/rwqcb5
11 February 2004

California Department of Transportation
C/o Jonathan Oldham, Chief

P.O. Box 496073

Redding, CA 96040-6073

NOTICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING, SPANISH CREEK BRIDGE
REHAB/REPLACE, 02-PLU-70-PM-35.1/35.5, KEDDIE, PLUMAS COUNTY

We have reviewed the Notice of Public Information Meeting for the Spanish Creek Bridge
Rehabilitation/Replacement Project located near the town of Keddie. The proposed project may include:
removal of an eligible historic resource, effects upon an adjacent U.S. Forest Service campground,
temporary traffic detours, temporary increases in noise and dust, acquisition of new highway right-of-
way, temporary encroachment within the Spanish Creek floodplain, removal of vegetation and creation
of temporary access roads for construction. We have the following comments regarding this project.

Caltrans Storm Water Permit

In order to protect water quality from the potential development activities, appropriate storm water
pollutant controls will be required during construction. Construction activities for this project will be
covered under the Calfrans Storm Water Permit (Order No. 99-00-DWQ), adopted in July 1999. The
Caltrans Storm Water Permit covers all Caltrans construction activities. Caltrans is required to notify
the Regional Board that a project is to be covered under the permit at least 30-days prior to the onset of
construction. In addition, the Regional Board may require Caltrans to submit a Storm Water Pollution
Prevention Plan to address potential water quality impacts.

Army Corps of Engineers and State Water Quality Certification

The proposed project will also require a 404 permit from the US Army Corps of Engineers and a

401 water quality certification from the State Water Resources Control Board. The Federal 404 permit
is required for activities involving a discharge (such as fill or dredged material) to waters of the United
States. “Waters” include wetlands, riparian zones, streambeds, rivers, lakes, and oceans. Typical
activities include any modifications to these waters, such as stream crossings, stream bank
modifications, filling of wetlands, etc. These projects also require a water quality certification (per
Section 401 of the Clean Water Act) verifying that the project does not violate State water quality
standards. The 404 permit and water quality certification must be obtained prior to disturbance. The
Army Corps of Engineers contact for Plumas County is Matt Kelley (530) 223-9534. The water quality
certification application can be obtained from the Regional Water Quality Control Board office in
Redding.

California Environmental Protection Agency

Q::’ Recycled Paper
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California Department of Transportation -2- 11 February 2004

If you have any questions regarding these comments, please contact me at (530) 224-4784.

S AL A. "Z'a7é
Scott A. Zaitz, RE.H.S.

Environmental Scientist
South Regulatory Unit

SAZ:sae

cc:  Mr. Matt Kelley, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Regulatory Unit, Redding
Department of Fish and Game, Region 2, Rancho Cordova
Plumas County Environmental Health, Quincy
Plumas County Public Works, Quincy
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