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STATE OF CALIFORNIA – THE RESOURCES AGENCY ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER, Governor 

OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 
P.O. BOX 942896 
SACRAMENTO, CA 94296-0001 
(916) 653-6624     Fax: (916) 653-9824 
calshpo@ohp.parks.ca.gov 

www.ohp.parks.ca.gov 

  
October 24, 2007 Reply To:  FHWA070712A 
 
Gregory P. King, Chief 
Cultural and Community Studies Office 
Division of Environmental Analysis 
Department of Transportation 
PO Box 942874 
Sacramento, CA  94274-0001 
 
Re:  Finding of Effect for the Proposed Improvements at Echo Summit, Highway 50, El 
Dorado County, CA   
 
Dear Mr. King: 
 
Thank you for consulting with me about the subject undertaking in accordance with the 
Programmatic Agreement Among the Federal Highway Administration, the Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation, the California State Historic Preservation Officer, and 
the California Department of Transportation Regarding Compliance with Section 106 of 
the National Historic Preservation Act, as it Pertains to the Administration of the 
Federal-Aid Highway Program in California (PA). 
 
The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) is requesting my concurrence that the 
proposed project will have an adverse effect on historic properties, specifically the 
Upper Meyers Grade, a property previously determined eligible for the National Register 
of Historic Places under Criterion C at the state level of significance.  Based on my 
review of the submitted documentation I concur.   
 
Please consider these comments to be my comments under Public Resources Code 
5024.5 as well.  The Memorandum of Agreement written for this document in order to 
satisfy 36 CFR Part 800 will constitute prudent and feasible measures under 5024.5. 
 
Thank you for considering historic properties as part of your project planning.  If you 
have any questions, please contact Natalie Lindquist of my staff at your earliest 
convenience at (916) 654-0631 or e-mail at nlindquist@parks.ca.gov or Dwight Dutschke 
at (916) 653-9134 or ddutschke@parks.ca.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 

  
Milford Wayne Donaldson, FAIA 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

mailto:nlindquist@parks.ca.gov
mailto:ddutschke@parks.ca.gov


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Preserving America’s Heritage 
 
 
 
August 1, 2008 
 
Gregory P. King, Chief 
Cultural and Community Studies Office 
Division of Environmental Analysis 
Department of Transportation 
1120 N Street 
P.O. Box 942874 
Sacramento, CA  94274-0001 
 
REF:  Proposed Echo Summit Improvement Project on U.S. Highway 50 
 El Dorado County, California 
 
Dear Mr. King: 
 
On July 31, 2008, the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) received the Memorandum of  
Agreement (MOA) for the above referenced project. In accordance with Section 800.6(b)(1)(iv) of the 
ACHP’s regulations, the ACHP acknowledges receipt of the MOA. The filing of the MOA, and execution 
of its terms, completes the requirements of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and the 
ACHP’s regulations.  
 
We appreciate your providing us with a copy of this MOA and will retain it for inclusion in our records 
regarding this project. Should you have any questions or require additional assistance, please contact me 
at (202) 606-8509 or ljohnson@achp.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
LaShavio Johnson 
Historic Preservation Technician 
Federal Permitting, Licensing and Assistance Section 
Office of Federal Agency Programs 
 
 
 
 
 

ADVISORY COUNCIL ON HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
 

1100 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Suite 803 • Washington, DC  20004 
Phone:202-606-8503 • Fax: 202-606-8647 • achp@achp.gov • www.achp.gov
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA------- BUSINESS, TRANSPORTATION AND HOUSING AGENCY ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER, Governor 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
DISTRICT 3 
2800 GATEWAY OAKS DR. 
SACRAMENTO, CA  95833 
916.274.5863 PHONE 
916.263.5730 FAX 

 Flex your power! 
 Be energy efficient! 

 
April 30, 2009 
 
 
Mr. Willie R. Taylor, Director 
U.S. Department of Interior 
Office of Environmental Policy and Compliance 
Main Interior Bldg, MS 2340 
1849 C Street NW 
Washington DC 20240 
 
Subject: Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation – Echo Summit Rock Wall Parapet Replacement 
Project on US Highway 50 in El Dorado County 
 
 
Dear Mr. Taylor:  
 
The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) has completed an Initial Study with 
Proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration/Environmental Assessment [and Section 4(f) 
Evaluation] for a safety enhancement project on State Route (SR) 50 in El Dorado County, 
California.  Pursuant to Section 4(f) of the Department of Transportation Act and under the 
assumption of responsibility pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327, Caltrans is submitting the Draft 
Individual Section 4(f) Evaluation for your review and comment.   
 
The proposed project, to replace a rock wall parapet, will have an adverse effect to a 
contributing element of a historic property determined eligible for the National Register of 
Historic Places and therefore will constitute a “use” pursuant to Section 4(f) of the 
Department of Transportation Act of 1966.  The California State Historic Preservation 
Officer (SHPO) concurred with this finding on October 24, 2007.  A Memorandum of 
Agreement (MOA) was prepared and approved by Caltrans, SHPO, and United States Forest 
Service, Lake Tahoe Basin management Unit as part of Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act coordination and is an attachment to the evaluation.  The MOA establishes 
guidelines for the design of the new replacement barrier, such that the newly constructed 
barrier will closely resemble the existing rock wall parapets.   
 
The Draft Section 4(f) evaluation examines the purpose and need for the project, the use of 
the Section 4(f) property, alternatives, and measures to minimize harm. 
 
Enclosed for your review are one hard copy and one CD of the above-mentioned document 
for your review.  An electronic copy of the Initial Study with Proposed Mitigated Negative 
Declaration / Environmental Assessment and Section 4(f) Evaluation is also available on the 
Caltrans District 3 website at:  
 
http://www.dot.ca.gov/dist3/departments/envinternet/eldorado.htm  
 
 



 
 
 

Willie R. Taylor, Director 
US Department of Interior; Office of Environmental Policy and Compliance  
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“Caltrans improves mobility across California” 

If you concur with the evaluation prepared, we respectfully request that you submit written 
comment and concurrence within 45 calendar days of receipt.  Your comments will be given 
full consideration of the project scope and/or revision of the final Section 4(f) evaluation.  If 
we do not receive comments from you upon 60 days of your receipt of this document, 
Caltrans shall proceed with the preparation of the Final Section 4(f) evaluation as though you 
have no comment. 
 
We appreciate your assistance in this matter. If you have any further questions regarding this 
project, please contact Brenda Powell-Jones at 916.274.5911or by e-mail at 
Bpowellj@dot.ca.gov or Jody Brown at 916.274.5908 or by e-mail at 
Jody_Brown@dot.ca.gov . 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Jody L. Brown 
Branch Chief, Environmental Services 
Tahoe Team, Caltrans, Sacramento 
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