
Program, North Region 
Meeting Minutes 

April 9, 2009 
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

Conference Call – Phone Bridge 
 

 
Caltrans Staff Present 
Chuck Laughlin, Chief Consultant Services Unit  
Jan Macias, Assistant Contract Manager, CSU 
 
 
Guests 
Bob LoRusso, Salaber Associates 
Dave Wilson, RSC Engineering 
Eileen Hemphill-Haley, Pacific Watershed Associates 
Maqsood Ali, Technical Studies, Inc. 
Zia Islam, Kleinfelder 
Tara Athens, Athans Services 
Leo Rubio, Bennett Construction 

 
Steering Committee Members - Present  
Christy Corzine, ICF Jones & Stokes   
Majdi Kanaan, ADKO Engineering   
Mark Rayback, Wood Rodgers 
Rick Kaufman, Blackburn Consulting 
Beth Power, Caltrop   
 
Steering Committee Members - Absent  
Amanda Taylor, A. Taylor Engineering 
Kim Tremaine, Tremaine & Associates   
Jim Brainard, REY Engineers, Inc.   
Steve Sowers, Caltrop   
 

 
Welcome/Roll Call 
Chuck Laughlin opened the first Calmentor conference call meeting by asking all parties to identify 
themselves and he welcomed guests.  
 
Approval of Minutes 
Chuck Laughlin asked for comments and approval of the minutes from the March 12, 2009 meeting.  Beth 
motioned that the minutes be approved, Mark Rayback seconded the motion and minutes were 
unanimously approved. 
 
Membership 
Chuck Laughlin reported four applications had been submitted this past month; one Protégé application 
and three Mentor applications:   

1) Maqsood Ali, Technical Studies, Inc. – Protégé  

2) Dan Masdeo, PB Americas – Mentor  

3) Keith Flaherty, Vali Cooper & Associates – Mentor 

4) Zia Islam, Kleinfelder - Mentor 
 
Beth Power motioned that all applicants be approved and Christy Corzine seconded the motion, all were 
unanimously approved.  This now brings our membership to 41; 13 Mentors and 28 Protégés. 
 
Sub-Committees Reports 
Pairing 
Bob LoRusso and Dave Wilson indicated two pairings have been established to date.  Bob shared the 
difficulty they had been experiencing in pairing firms.  He suggested that it might be more productive to 
make it incumbent upon the protégé to contact a mentor firm to see if there was mutual interest in 
establishing a pairing.  The suggestion met with approval and in an effort to maintain momentum in the 
program, a deadline of April 24, 2009 was set for protégés to establish contact with a mentor firm, and 
inform Bob or Dave of the probable pairing.   Bob also stressed the program's intent is that a protégé will 
have only one Mentor but a Mentor may choose to have multiple protégés.   Bob will  update the pairing 
matrix and Jan Macias would distribute it to all members. 
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Publicity 
In the absence of Jeff Cox, Jan Macias report that Jeff had issued a press release on the Calmentor 
program that went out to approximately 750 A&E Companies, Press Contacts, Professional Organizations, 
and Government Agencies. He had also personally announced the program at CMAA and ACEC.  He 
also has prepared a list of golf courses in the Marysville area that might be suitable for a Calmentor 
tournament. He will be contacting them in the next few weeks to get details on tournament cost etc. 
 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
Christy Corzine reported she has received one MOU to date.  She indicated that the MOU format 
submitted came from District 11 and wanted clarification if this were acceptable or if the North Region 
form had to be completed.  Discussion ensued and it was determined that the North Region form must 
be utilized.   Christy will contact the firms and address other various issues with them regarding their MOU.  
Jan indicated she would ensure that a Word document was available on the website. 

Special Events 
Beth Power reported she had nothing to report but would follow up with Jeff Cox regarding the proposed 
golf tournament. 
 
Company Brochures 
Jan Macias indicated that only one firm had submitted their company brochure for posting on the 
Calmentor website.  She indicated it might be beneficial for firms to provide them so that potential 
mentors and protégés could review the information for possible Mentor/Protégé pairings to occur.  The 
company brochures, in Adobe format, should be emailed to janet_macias_dot.ca.gov.  
 
Closing Business 
Beth Power motioned the meeting be adjourned, Christy Corzine seconded the motion and Chuck 
Laughlin adjourned the meeting at approximately 11:00 a.m.   
 

PARKING LOT 
Possible Future Events Possible Topics for Future Meetings 
FTC Workshop Standardization of consultant services processes and procurement 

requirements – major discrepancies from region-to-region 
DBE/UDBE Presentation Standardization of State contract form to federal forms – cost savings to 

firm and SOQ submittals easier with less possibility of errors 
Golf Tournament Adding photo log to A&E website for consultant use 
CAAP Presentation How to create a cost proposal 

 
 
 


